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Middle School News

The Climb In Sixth Grade
By Marita Walls

Lpd ife is like a L
I l to take it one
the 6" grade students, everyday

they face new challenges and will learn to
grow from them. The students a@justing

to the changes fronf"sgrade to & such as
homework and work requirements. Not
only are the students learning academically,
but they are also learning to develop life
skills that are essential for success in
society. InCritical Thinkingthe students are
beginning the year by reviewing all of their
basic math concepts to refresh their memory
and to check for mastery.

In math, the students are beginning with
basic algebra and some of them are already
thinking éo0oh my gos
soonbe saying, AdAWow, I
will learn to use a variety of the thinking
maps that are a part of our NCA plan. Math
is an ongoing educational instrument that
they will find important in every aspect of
their lives. Students have the opportunity to
attend Math Club two nights a week through
the CATS afterschool program. | would
encourage any Middle School student to
attend.

Students are studying electricity and
magnets irscience classThey are really
enjoying getting to do hands on activities.
There are many avenues of science that the
students will explore this year. The study of
the anatomy and physiology of the human
body is always their favorite. If"&rade
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our focus is on making a difference in life.
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Strive to do your best in everythingat you
do and remember that nothing will ever be
handed to you on a silver platter. If you
want something out of life, you have to
work for it and set goals to achieve your
dreams.

High School News
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High School Choir
By Shara Bane

usic is everywhere. Have you

ever thought about that before?

Music is in the wind, in the songs
of the birds, and even in your creaky door or
floor. It has even been discovered that black
holes produce a pitch (b flat for those of you
who are interested, just 57 octaves below
anythng we

could hear.) If . .
music is “m W
everywhere, then
gﬁohuanaﬁgﬁw |1 —
WaPittoSearh &i s M0 Y o
much about it as

possible?

Hopefully, the ey -1

students at
Elkhart Middle
School and High School will this year. This
year is shaping up to be the best one yet.
The High School Chiois down in numbers
but not in dedication. They are alread
putting forth a lot of effort. The"7and

grade choir numbers are up. Itis the largest
class | have
is one grand, sweet song, so start the music.
~Rorald Reagan

ev elife had

he
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Wildcat Band News
By AleciaFrownfelter

s we switch from summer mode to
A school mode, a lot is happening in

the band department. The Wildcat
Pep Band is gearing up for the upcoming

football season. We are getting ready to
cheer on our atktes on Friday nights.

This is also an exciting time for beginning
band students as we have chosen our
instruments and are busy learning about
them and how to care for them. We will be
making beautiful music in no time.

In 6" grade band, we are reftésg our
memories from last year and trying to move
out of our technique books into sheet music
This is a huge step that
requires a much higher
level of thinking.

Encourage your child to
keep working hardmusic
takes practice!

7M-12" grade studentare already preparing
for other opportunities that will be coming
up in the next few months. Fh&tates
Honor Band auditions will be on November
14, in Guymon, Oklahoma, and audition
tapes for KMEA District Band are due by
November 7.

The Winter Concenvill be here before we

know it. We have already begun to work on
concert music in all band levels. The middlg
school concert will be on Dec. 1, and will be
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New Face at EHS
By Alice Conner

s. Jamie Greene is the new special

education teacher for the

freshman and sophomore
students. Sheurrently lives on a farm
outside of Ulysses. She has two grown sons;
Cody who is twentytwo and Casey who is
twenty-seven. She is
engaged to Mr. Darrel
Hagerman.

Ms. Gr ece
hometown is Pampa,
Texas. Her family
founded the Texas
Rodeo Bible Camp, of
which she is the director. Her favorite Bible
verse is Jeremiah 29:114.

Ms. Greene enjoys rodeoing and all sports.
Her two favorite sports are softball and
volleyball. She has taught special education
for fifteen years, and fitness, P.E., and
psychdogy for the past three years. She has
coached sports throughout her eighteen
years of teaching. She thanks God for
bringing her to southwest Kansas, but she
will always be a Texas cowgirl at heart.

Elementary School News

New Books for Elementary Media

. . . . Center
a multi-cultural holiday experience with Bv RettaEiland
tunes | i ke AANn I nterlnati onal éhristmas
Saluteo ralndl HAlI Wwbay |C

just to name a couple. Mark your calendars
and come see what your child has been up to
in band!

| bffe Rateirebeved some new books for
the library that include Scooby Doo

series, Curious George easy readers,
Ant Hill series, Fancy Nancy series, and a Max
and Mo series. For older elementary students
we haveRunaway Dolldby Ann M. Martin,
Katie Kazoo series by Nancy Krulik, afb
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Girls Allowed: Tales of Daring Womday
Susan Hughes, plus many more.

Our library skills classes are going well.
The second graders are finding books on the
shelves with only the call number and the title.
Learningthe parts of a book is keeping the third
graders busy while fourth graders are using a
game to reinforce their ability to use the
almanac.

Parents are welcome to come to the visit
the library at anytime. If you would like to help
your child pick out a bok, | encourage you to
do that. Come in and see all the new, exciting
books we have in our library!

Transportation News
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September News
By Andy Bane

ur transportation director, Andy Bane,
Owould like drivers to read the following

article he found concerning bus safety
Mr. Bane wants drivers to be aware that even
after the children have left theipand he is
ready to drive offdrivers must be aware that the
child or children may suddenly dart into traffic.
It would only take one lapse in judgment to end
a chifdpspleaseébe

Girl, 6, fatally struck at Raleigh bus stop
BY Thomas McDonald, Staff Writer ©
Copyright 2009, The News & Observer
Publishing Company

RALEIGH - A 6-yearold girl died Wednesday
after being struck as she left her school bus by
an 83yearold woman's sport utility vehicle.
Ashley E. Ramos$iernandez, a student at year
round Green Elementary School who lived at
1917B North Hills Drive, died from injuries she
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suffered in the accident, which happened about
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1:30 p.m. near North Hills andilkbck drives,
according to a Raleigh Police Department
accident report.
Geraldine Baron Deitz, the driver of the vehicle
that struck the child, has been charged with
misdemeanor death by motor vehicle and
passing a stopped bus, according to police
spokesran Jim Sughrue.
The accident came days before Wake County's
traditional calendar schools begin, and most of
the district's 140,000 students return to class.
The bus was traveling from Green Elementary at
Six Forks and Millbrook roads, according to
Wake Couty schools spokesman Bill Poston.
Deitz, of 4500 Gates St. in Raleigh, was driving
a 2000 Jeep about 20 mph east on North Hills
Drive, investigators reported. The speed limit
there is 35 mph.
Deitz told police that she saw the stopped school
bus facing wst on North Hills Drive. She said
that she at first stopped while waiting for the bus
to turn south on Hillock Drive. When the bus did
not turn, she told police that she continued east
on North Hills Drive and heard a thud.
She continued on North Hills Dne before
realizing she had struck a child and stopped.
Deitz said that the bus had not activated all its
signals and markers.
Witnesses, though, told police that the signals
and markers were properly activated while
Ashley and other children tried to ceathe
street.
Thomas Ernest Waters, a general contractor in
Raleigh, was driving behind Deitz's Jeep. "The
bus was at the top of the hill on North Hills
Drive. It had its lights on. The stop light was out
n the side. It had stopped and was letting kids
ff.;" he said.
Waters said the Jeep slowed but did not stop,
hitting and rolling over the child.
Waters called 911 while getting out of his truck
to see whether he could help the child.
"Then | called my wife," Waters said. "All |
could see was my kid lyingn the ground.”
'‘Beyond tragic'
Waters, who described the accident as
"gruesome," called 911 and stayed at the scene
until emergency workers rushed Ashley to the
hospital. He found out the child had died after he
had gotten home from work. "She was just a
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young kid with her whole life ahead of her," he
said. "It's beyond tragic."

Cyber School News
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Elkhart Cyber School is Premier
Program in the State

By Sherri Hurn, Director

id you know that Elkhart is home to
one of the first and largest virtual

schools in the statof Kansas?

Elkhart Cyber School opened its doors in the

fall of 2001 with 52 students. Since that
time, enrollment has continued to grow with
students across the state. A handful of
students also join the program from other
states such as Minnesotdgiida, Hawaii

and Oklahomé even as far away as
Guatemala and northern India! ECS is also

providing classes to schools across the state

that wish to expand the courses they offer tg
their students. This year a total of 12
teachers facilitate the coussevork with the
students and grade the assignments.

Virtual schools offer learning opportunities
for students via a computer and/or the
internet. Some programs just provide
students with online lessons and very little
support. Elkhart Cyber School pides a
complete package to students: a curriculum
solidly based upon Kansas state standards,
and Kansas
certified
teachers to
facilitate each
course and to
offer their
support and
expertise.

The personalized service that ECS students
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receive means thateh child gets the
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attention and help that they need at their
| evel And the
To help access the courses, each student is
offered the use of a computer and free tech
support. With all of these tools in place,
parents and studenare prepared to work
successfully from home.

Although there are now over 30 virtual
programs across the state, ECS remains on
the cutting edge of virtual education. As
one of the first virtual schools in the state,
ECS was asked to be involved in the
development of guidelines and regulations
for all virtual schools across the state of
Kansas, and now holds a position on the
state virtual school advisory council. In
addition, ECS continues to work closely
with state department of education officials
to mold the future of virtual education.

USD 218 may be a small school district, and
it may be located in the corner of the state,
but it has an amazing group of dedicated
teachers, administrators and tech support
people that make it possible to reach t

kids across the state of Kansas and even into
other countries and continents. Email,
online chats and toll free phone numbers
bring everyone together and make this a
unigue and exciting choice for many
students and parents. To find out more
about his innovative program located right
here in Elkhart, log on to
www.onlineECS.org

support


http://www.onlineecs.org/
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Point Rock Academy News

Top Ten Little Known Facts

about Point Rock Academy
By Sherri Hurn, Principal

oint Rock Academy is an altermnag

program that serves Elkhart and the

surrounding communities. Many
services are provided through the program
that benefits both high school age students
and adults. PRA has been around for 10
years, but do you know all that the program
offers? Readmto find out!

Top Ten Little Known Facts about PRA

10. PRA employs Kansas certified teachers

to work with anyone who enrolls.

9. Laptops are available for use in courses.

8. Students work at their own pace to reach

their goals asequi ck

7. PRA is conveniently located downtown

at 523 Morton Street.

6. Non-English speakers can learn to speak
and write English as a part of their
enrollment.

5. Spanish translators are available to assig

those who do not speak English.

4. PRA is open etended hours from 8:00
ami 8:00 pm, Monday Thursday and
8:00 ami 4:00 pm on Fridays.

3. Enrollment is FREE!

2. PRAis celebrating 10 years of service to

Elkhart and the surrounding community.

1. Itis never too late to geta high school
diploma!

PRA is in full swing
for the new school
year. If you feel that
PRA can help you
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complete your high school diploma, stop in
and sign up today!

C.A.¥.S. News
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Afterschool Is Back
By Peggy Horton

he Afterschool program will continue

in Elkhart thanks to 26 spsoring

organizations and parent fees. We
are extremely grateful to our sponsors since
we are no longer eligible for the 2Century
grant that has sponsored the program for
eight years.

The program at the Grade School is
unchanged. We offer Homewoand
Tutoring each day at 3:30. Following the
Homework, students attend a variety of
Enrichment activities. Some
examples of the Enrichment
¥ferfugs ark: NeGokirfy d
sports, computer, crafts, and
fun with the Food Pyramid
and Kansas history.

At the Midde School,
we will offer Homework and
Tutoring help to students in
all four grades, also starting at 3:30 on
Monday through Thursday. A Math Club is
available on Monday for"®: 6" and
Wednesday for*& 8" graders. A Reading
Club is offered on Tuesddgr 5"& 6" and
on Thursday for %& 8" graders. A
Ceramics Club is offered (courtesy of Harris
Gallery) on Friday. The Ceramics Club is
limited to 12 students at a time, but multiple
sessions will be offered throughout the year.

Please support oupsnsors! Our
program exists through their generosity.
Epic Touch, Pate Agency, Tri County
Electric, C & R Pharmacy, Black Hills
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Energy, Knights of Columbus, Morton
County Historical Society, Scott Power, -Tri
State News, I National Bank, Morton
County Hospital, Anadarko, City of Elkhart,
High Plains Health Foundation, Elkhart Rec,
Countryside Auto, Jay
Eta ESA, Coterie, Harris Gallery, Morton
County Extension, Morton County Library,
Middle School STUCO, Kiwanis and U.S.D
218.
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Save Your Box Tops and Printer Cartridges

The Afterschool will be conducting
two fundraisers this year. Starting after
Labor Day, there will be boxes placed
around the community to collect box tops
and used ink cartridges from your printers,
as well as old cephones. Check the
websitewww.boxtops4education.cofor a
complete list of the hundreds of products
that support the box tops donations. More
information will be coming home in flyers
through the schoolsYour support will be
appreciated.

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY !
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Lynn Thrall 9/5
Eduardo Hernandez 9/8
Travis Dixon 9/11
Lisa Tucker 9/14
Stacy Stroud 9/28
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