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Grade School News

Kindergarten
October 2010
By: Bobbi Horton and Dana Perdue

A description of the Kindergarten
Class of 2023 :

A-B-C-D-E

Already Being Courageous, Daring,
Energetic

F-G-H
Forever Growing Happily
[-J-K-L
I nto Jumping, Kicking, Laughing
M-N-O
Making Noises Often
P-Q
Paying Quietly
R-S-T
Running, Skipping, Tackling

u-v

October

Unique Variety

W-X-Y-Z

Wonderfully e Xquisite Young
individual Z

2" Grade News

By: Eudon Dutton and Lorrie

Wright
A in the second grades.
Second Graders have been
studying various topics and themes
this year.

Students have been learning
about, and doing a variety of
interesting activities with apples
and nutrition with some help from
Mrs.Overstreetos
high school and Crystal Bashford
at the county extension office.
They have also been studying
oceans and ocean life.

Maps tests will be given to
all students early in October. Test
results will help second grade
teachers plamstruction to address
areas of weakness to help students
progress academically.

ctivities are in full swing

stud

en
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Both classes will be learning
about the explorer Christopher
Columbus in October. They will
be studying some famous and not
so famous fairytales toward the
end of the month.

4™ GRADE NEWS

By: Ms. Wray and Mr. Morrison

s. Wray and Mr.

Morrison are keeping

the students busy
reading about immigrants coming to
America. Both classes redtie Orphan
of Ellis Island They have also read
many other books about immigrants i
reading groups.

In math Ms Wray is teaching the
students about: place value, rounding,
addition, subtraction and problem
solving.

In science the students are
learning about: safety in science, a world
of living things, animal and plant cells

with Mr. Morrison. About half of the
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students chose to make a model of a cell
out of gelatin and candy. This model
represente the different parts of a cell

It ended up being a tasty treat for those

who made the model.

Elementary Media Center

By Retta Eiland

he library is open, and

everyone is busy

checking out books!
The first grade students and
second grade students are
learning the importance of caring
for books and finding their way
around the library. Third grade
students are studying parts of a
title page to prepare for using
the card catalog. Melvil Dewey
and the Dewey Decimal system is

the subject for fourth grade

students. This year
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Kindergartens are coming in for
library lessons every other week.
Of course, children can check
out books every day!

We have a few new CD
players this year for teachers to
use in the classroom with
listening centers. Also we have
added these new picture books
as well as many others to the

collection: 14 Cows For America

by Carmen Agra Deedy , The Plot

Chickens by Auch ,and Emma 0 s

Poem: The Voice of the Statue

of Liberty by Linda Glaser. For
the older students we have the

following: The Amazing Days of

Abby Hayes series and Sister
Magic series by Mazer and

Geronimo Stilton  mystery series

by Stilton. We a Iso added new

books to the Magic Tree House

series as well as the Sisters 8
series.
Parents are always welcome

to come in and browse. We want

Paged October

you to know what is available and
can encourage your child to
read.

Also during C .A.T.S.
program, the students hav e a
center in the library afterschool
where they read and participate

in various activities.

Middle School News

5" Gradé® Language Artd Mrs.
Tevebaugh

n 5" grade we are off and

running at a fast pace. Every

nine weeks in Language Arts
we have different theme books that
we read together in class. Our
theme for this 9 weeks is about
Ancient Egypt. The students have
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really enjoyed learning about
pyramids andhe discoveries of
tombs. It has been interesting to

read about the kinds of grand

things and the gold that was found

in the tombs. They have also

learned about pharaohs and kings.

| think they thought the story of

King Tut was the most interesting.

Theywere amazed to find out that

he became a king at the age of 8

and then died by the time he was

18 or 19.
learning about all of the customs
of the Egyptians, especially the
mummification process. You
should ask your child how
mummies vere made. We have
been reading the bodke Golden
Goblet. The students really like it
and can hardly wait to see what
happens next. The next book we

will read isThe Egypt Game

which | think, they will enjoy even

more.

October

High School News

Teachable Moments
By: Robin Koonce

ometimes as parents, we wonder
how to make a point or teach a
lesson to our children without

sounding fApreachyo

Ahar pi ngo. One perfec

| essons is to watch

Theydve al so, enjoyed
y moment so aan r}qake t he

when they come around.

A teachable moment is when
something happens, whether it be in our
community, at school, at home, at
church, that we can use to make a point
and teach a lesson. We can use that
experience, the event that happened that
involved peop# your child knows, and
make an example of why that lesson is
important.

The perfect example of a
teachable moment is the recent
occurrencef the five high school boys
who rolled their vehicle. All five boys
will tell you that the reason they are

alive today is because they were wearing
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their seatbelts. | believe all of us in our
community have said our prayers of
thanks that these boys ended up safe, but
this also provides us with the perfect
opportunity to make a point to other
young people in the comumity. This

event opens the door for

communications with your child about
vehicle safety of all kinds. This is the
perfect teachable moment.
Teachabl e moments d
dramatic as this example. We can use
many situations that occur; all wevea

do

Utilize these times to ask your child

t o i's recogni ze
guestions, provide them with an
opportunity to ask questions, explain
your lesson and why it is important.
These times can reinforce lessons
previously taught, or they can ba
exploration into a new topic for you and
your child.

Teachable moments sometimes
dondét come around
So it is important to recognize them
when they occur and make the most use
of them. They can make an awkward
conversation more relaxeohd can be
the conduit for important life lessons.
Most importantly they keep the lines of

communication open so you and your
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child can feel comfortable sharing and

listening to each other.

High School ESOL
By Lana Daves
e have been very busy in
the ESOL classroom.
ESOL students are tested
in reading and writing in the fall, and
then they take a KELPA test in the
ospring. Wh arevcarremtlp wotkiag wéths
33 students. We are very fortunate this
year to have 7 foreign exchange
t students. &Ve ardilooky foevard te an.

exciting and busy year.

October Birthdays

Teresa Smith 10/3
Dana Perdue 10/4
Kim Charles 10/7
Albina Molina 10/7

W heRithy P8iBes " © €180t e M.

Kam Walsh 10/10
Veronica Ramos  10/11
Rosalea Bodnar 10/12
Travis Johnson 10/13
Janell Ambrosier  10/18
Eudon Dutton 10/20
Debbie White 10/20
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Teresa Rupke
Steffani Perry
Steve Britt
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10/21
10/27
10/29

Home & School

Working Together for School Success

CONNECTION’

October 2010

7
u’”ﬁr
Celebrate autumn
Many communities
welcome fall with special festivals.
Your child can practice research and
planning skills by picking one for
your family to visit. Together, check
the newspaper or online, and suggest
that she consider price, schedule,
location, and activities (hayrides, live
music, apple picking).

Better concentration

Looking for a fun way to improve your
youngster’s concentration? Try this
quick game. The first player makes
one motion, like clapping or spinning
around. The second person copies

him and adds another movement.
Continue adding new motions until
someone forgets the sequence. The last
player to get it right starts a new game.

School events

This year, attend an evening event,
such as a literacy workshop, math fair,
or science night, at your child’s school.
When you go, carry a notebook to
write down things you and your
youngster can do at home. You might
jot down books to read, games to play,
or experiments to do, for instance.

Worth quoting
“Make each day your masterpiece.”
John Wooden

VST FOR FUN

Teacher: Mollie, go to the map and
find North America.

Mollie: Here it is.
Teacher:
Correct. Now
class, who
discovered
America?

Class: Mollie.

© 2010 Resources for €
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Super study skills

A child who knows when,
what, and how to study is
more likely to be ready for a
quiz or test—and will learn
more. Help your youngster
get prepared with these tips.

When

Your child will learn the
most toward the beginning of
study time, when her mind is
fresh. Have her plan several short study
sessions as soon as her teacher announces
a test. Working at a comfortable pace will
help her remember more and stay moti-
vated. Tip: Suggest that older children
split study sessions in half, taking a break
to eat a snack or ride a bike.

What

Students can make the most of study
time by knowing what will be on a test.
If your youngster isn’t sure what will
be covered, she should ask her teacher.
Before she studies, you might give her a
“pre-test” so she can see what she needs
to focus on. For example, if she correctly
defines 6 of her 20 vocabulary words,
she can spend her time on the other 14.

My office

How

Explain to your child that studying is
more than just reading—she should
“actively” study. That way, she’ll really
learn the material rather than simply
memorizing it for a test. As she goes over
class notes or handouts, she can high-
light important points. While reviewing
her textbook, she might draw pictures or
diagrams. Or she could record herself
asking questions and then play them
back, pausing the recorder to give the
answers. Finally, quiz her on the material
after she has studied.¥

youngster create his own “home office.”

A place to do homework is an important part of a
regular study routine. Use these steps to help your

1. Ask your child where he would like to work. It can

be a permanent spot such as a desk or table in his bed-

room. Or he can put together a portable homework

tote bag for carrying supplies to the kitchen table.

2. Help him stock his homework area. He should

include pencils, a pencil sharpener, erasers, paper, a ruler, a calculator, and a

dictionary. Tip: Remind him to let you know when supplies are running low.

3. Suggest that your youngster make a “Student at Work” sign to hang on his

bedroom doorknob or kitchen chair. It will show him that his work is important,
and it can alert siblings not to disturb him.%

October
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Good manners

With regular practice, polite words
and actions will come naturally to
your child. Here are ways to help him
use good manners in any situation:

® Point out examples. Your youngster
can learn by watching what others

do (“It was polite of that man to
hold the door for us”). If you get a
thank-you note in the mail, read it to
your child so he can see what thank-you
notes are for and how they’re written.

Make a map

Shopping centers, parks, bus sta-
tions. ..everywhere your child goes, she’s
likely to find a map. Help her learn to
understand and use maps by showing
her a few and suggesting that she make
her own.

Locate a map of your town, and
explain to your youngster that a map
gives a “bird’s-eye view.” That’s the view
she’d have if she could fly above and
look down. Maps also use symbols—
point out the elevator icon on a mall
map or the picnic-shelter symbol on a
park map.

Then, ask your child
to choose
a place
(toy shop,
bookstore)
and create a
map for it. She
can use a ruler
to draw aisles and pick symbols to add.
A computer could represent the check-
out counter, or dice might stand for the
game department.

The next time you visit a place like
the one she drew, have her take her map
along and compare it with the real
thing! ¥
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® Be consistent. A youngster

who uses good table manners
at home, for instance, is
more likely to use them in
restaurants and in other
people’s homes. If you
expect your child to ask
before being excused or to
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5 N\ ¥ try foods he’s offered when
9 S
~J he is a dinner guest, have

him use those manners at

- : \
/ B your table.

® Give quiet reminders of how
to act. Before your youngster leaves a friend’s house, say,

& “Let’s help clean up before we go.” When he receives a gift

of something he already owns, you might quickly say, “What
..., agreattoyl”¥
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PARENT ,
¥0 Fun with OT
NT
PABE My older daughter Jessie recently

started occupational therapy—OT —at school to
improve her fine-motor coordination. And I was
surprised to discover that it’s helping her little
sister Amanda, too.

Although Amanda doesn’t have a learning
disability like Jessie does, the exercises that the
therapist sends home are improving both girls’
handwriting. They love doing the activities together— their favorite is tearing colored
paper into tiny pieces to make mosaic pictures. And Amanda’s enthusiasm is helping
Jessie feel good about going to OT. The other day when we used the therapist’s
recipe to make glitter clay, the girls had fun playing with it together.

Now we have weekly “OT sessions” at home, and Jessie is doing great. I think she
is discovering that anyone—not just kids with learning disabilities—can benefit
from extra help.¥
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) Talking about worries

b @ Q: [ think something is bothering  your mind?” If he doesn’t open up, try
A my son. How can I get him to talk  more specific questions. (“How’s soccer
to me? going?” or “What are your friends up t0?”)
If he mentions a worry (“I'm not good
at soccer”), react calmly and listen as he
talks. Ask questions that will encourage
him to say more. Example: “Hmm, why do
you feel that way?” Be sure
to take his concern seri-
ously. You might make
suggestions, like taking
him to the park to

A: Putting worries into words can help
your youngster deal with them. And
once you know what’s bothering him,
you can step in if necessary.

First, find a good time to
talk, such as when you're
in the car or tucking him
into bed. You might start

By s}laring so}methmg(k practice. Finally, follow
that’s bothering you (“I S — —
don’t know how I'll get pony "

tion until you feel his
worries have been
resolved. ¥

everything done at work
tomorrow”). Then ask
casually, “So, what's on
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Home & School

Trabajando juntos para el éxito escolar

CONNECTION’

Octubre de 2010

NOTAS

BBE' Muchas comunidades

dan la bienvenida al otofio con festiva-
les especiales. Su hija puede practicar
las habilidades de investigar y de plani-
ficar eligiendo uno para que lo visite su
familia. Busquen en el periédico o en la
red y sugiérale que considere el precio,
el horario, el sitio y las actividades
(paseo en vagones llenos de paja, musi-
ca en directo, recogida de manzanas).

Mejor concentracion

¢{En busca de un método divertido para
mejorar la concentracion de su hijo?
Pruebe con este répido juego. El primer
jugador hace un movimiento como dar
palmas o vueltas sobre sf mismo. La
segunda persona lo imita y afade otro
movimiento. Contintien anadiendo movi-
mientos hasta que a alguien se le olvide la
secuencia. El dltimo jugador que lo haga
bien se encarga de empezar otro juego.

Acontecimientos escolares
Asista este curso a un acontecimiento
por la tarde en la escuela de su hija, por
ejemplo un taller de alfabetizacién, una
feria de matematicas o una noche de
ciencias. Cuando vaya llévese una libre-
ta para anotar cosas que usted y su hija
pueden hacer en casa. Podrfa anotar li-
bros, juegos o experimentos.

Vale la pena citar
“Haga de cada dia una obra de arte”.
John Wooden

SIMPLEMENTE €OMICO

Maestro: Mollie, ve al mapa y en-
cuentra Norteamérica.

Mollie: Aqui estd.
Maestro: Muy
bien. Y ahora,
clase, ;quién
descubrié
Norteamérica?
Clase: Mollie.

Es Celebrar el otono

Espléndidas habilidades de

estudio

Una nina que sabe cudndo y
qué estudiar y cémo hacerlo esta-
ra probablemente més preparada
para una prueba o un test y
aprenderd més. Ayude a su hija
a prepararse con estas ideas.
Cuando

Su hija aprenderd més al comien-
zo de su periodo de estudio, cuando su
mente esta relajada. Digale que planee va-
rias sesiones de estudio tan pronto como su
maestra anuncie un examen. Trabajar a un
ritmo cémodo la ayudard a recordar més y
a mantenerse motivada. Idea: Sugiera a los
nifios algo mayores que dividan las sesiones
de estudio por la mitad, descansando para
merendar o darse una vuelta en bici.

Qué

Los estudiantes pueden aprovechar al
méximo el tiempo de estudio si saben lo que
entra en un examen. Si su hija no esta segu-
ra de qué tiene que estudiar, deberfa pregun-
tarle a la maestra. Antes de que empiece a
estudiar, usted podria ponerle un “test pre-
vio” para que ella vea en qué ha de concen-
trarse. Por ejemplo, si define correctamente

Mi despacho

6 de sus 20 palabras de vocabulario puede
dedicar el tiempo a las otras 14.
Cémo

Expliquele a su hija que estudiar es mas
que simplemente leer, que deberfa estudiar
“activamente”. Asi se aprenderd de verdad
el material en lugar de memorizarlo sélo
para el test. Cuando repase los apuntes o
las fotocopias de clase podria resaltar los
puntos importantes. Mientras repasa su
libro de texto podria hacer dibujos o
diagramas. También podria grabar su voz
haciendo preguntas y luego reproducir la
grabacion, deteniendo la grabadora para
dar las respuestas. Finalmente, pregintele
el material que se ha estudiado.¥

crear su propio “despacho en casa”.

la cocina.

Un sitio para hacer los deberes forma parte de los habitos
regulares de estudio. Use estos pasos para ayudar a su hijo a

I. Pregtintele a su hijo dénde le gustaria trabajar. Puede ser
un lugar permanente como un pupitre 0 una mesa en su

dormitorio. También puede organizar una bolsa portatil para
los deberes para llevar los materiales de trabajo a la mesa de

2. Aytidelo a preparar su drea de trabajo. Deberfa incluir lapiceros, un sacapuntas,
borradores, papel, una regla, una calculadora y un diccionario. Idea: Recuérdele que

le comunique a usted cudndo se le estan terminando los materiales.

3. Sugiérale a su hijo que haga una sefial que diga “Estudiante trabajando” y la cuel-
gue del picaporte de la puerta de su dormitorio o de la silla de la cocina. Dard a enten-
Kder que su trabajo es importante y avisard a sus hermanitos de que no lo molesten.¥ y

© 2010 Resources for Educators, a division of Aspen Publishers, Inc.
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