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3-Year-Old Preschool, SUPER STARS!!
By Tonya Parks

GREEN EGGS AND HAM!! Do you like green eggs and ham?
YES, 3 year olds like green eggs and ham! In March we celebrated

Dr . Seuss6 birthday with green eggs

and liked it and requested seconds, others just refused! THAT, my

fiends is the fizood that is 3 year ol
Speakingdilods zodo£Zoo I n Here! 11t0bs

Is our planned theme for the end of the year program. We are
practicing our songs in the classroom and pumping them up for our
Awil do per f oondayaMayg %! our faButousrogram will
take place in the grade school cafeteria. The times will be stated later
in a newsletter sent out to the families.

We have come a |l ong way in our nS
am very proud and happy with how much they have grown in their
development. For example, they have mastered the skill of
recognizing their names, as well as knowing the other studentso
names. They do an awesome job walking in the hall!

| am somewhat sad, but excited to see what the final growth will
be at the end of the year. They are amazing little children!! | am
looking forward tonextyear& gr oup of ASUPER STARS
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We |ike AGreen eggs and
Haddi |l ee and Ryl ee [

Cody, Tristin, Bodie and Tristan watch to see if anyone else is oing
to try the AGreen eggs and Hamo.
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Carl ey is excited t-o>try the AGreen eggs and

Brogan | i ked the nAfGrreetnh ee ghigGroe,e nnodw i nk o0 .
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HELLO FROM THE WORLD OF 4 YEAR OLD PRE -SCHOOL!!
By Brandi Gibson

We are winding down the year at ggehool. | am sad to see the year come to an
end. It has been an interesting first year for me, as well as for the kids! The kids have
learned many thinghis year. They have learned many concepts such as in front of,
behind, around, first, last, middle, small, tall, inside, outside. They have been learning
our shapes, sizes, letters, letter sounds, numbers, rote counting, addition, subtraction,
groupirg and many more things. They are also working on skills such as playing
cooperatively with our friends, using manners, saying please and thank you, waiting their
turn to speak, and walking down the hallway in an orderly manner. | am so proud of all
the pogress they have made!

Some of the things that we will be doing these next few weeks are working on
map skills, drawing a map of Elkhart, having a treasure hunt, having an Easter party and
having lots of outside activities.

| would like to take the he to welcome a new addition to our 8adool staff! |
am so excited to have Mrs. Jonetta Forbes join our team! She is a welcome addition to
our staff!

On May17", we will have our celebration ceremony. The kids will be
performing three different sgs. We will then have a slide show showcasing our year in
Presschool. At the end of the program the kids will receive a celebration certificate.
Come and join us if you can! As always, | am thankful for all that my parents do for and
with their children.
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Even MORE Elementary News

First GadeNews

By Debbie Harn and Abbey Nease

Although it is getting close to the end of the yélae first graders are still in full
swing. In math we have been working on everything from telling time to working with
money. To finish out the yeawe will be dealing with different types of measurement
and probability.

The students have albeenlearning about the weathemd how to make smart
decisions to stay safe. They have had the chance to make cotton clouds, observe the
wind, and see what can go wrong with the weather while re@lmgly with a Chance
of Meatballs. Some of our upcomindnémes include the zoo, nutrition, the water cycle,
and Mot heros Day; so it should be a | ot

The first graders will be very busy until school is out. Still to coneehaveour
Field/Water Day, plus all of the other fun activities that come wittettieof the year.

Even though the students have had a fun and exciting year of firs} tyreyglare looking
forward to the summer and moving on f§ grade next year!

Elementary Physical Education
By Kay Wilson
The elementary school field day will be Wednesday, MY, &farting at 1:00 at the
baseball, softball fields. Throwing events, racing, games, and water activities will be the

many events throughout the stations.
Please come and enjoy the funatgs with your child.

ofl
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Middle School News
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Taking Strides to Achieve Success
By Marita Walls

The success of the Elkhart Middle School Math students cannot be
measured by the inease in state math scores aldhe;greatest reward is
the smile on their face when they are succesbfahy students take 45
minutes two days of the weeko stay after sabol for Math Club.

Through theCATS Program, students attend the madlsedorogram
to learn techniques for Bong story problems, estimating and computation,
algebra, geometry, and measurement with hands on games and activities.
The students that attend on a regular basis show a definite advantage at
working a variety of math problems. The students want to @méave a
great time with learning to work math in a fun and exciting way. The math
program has been a very important piece of the learning puzzle essential for
scoringwell on the state assessmeftisank you to the community for your
support of this val program.
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High School News

A Senior Remember s é

By Jasmine Howell

May

Band and choir have done very well this year. We had some minor problems at
the beginning of the year in both classes, but they all worked out in the end. Choir and
Band went to Leaguklusic Festival in February, and both received a Il. They later
performed at State in Dodge City. Choir received a lll for their performance, which was a
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Point Rock Alternative News

By Corinna Carrillo

Wow!!! The year sure has flown by!! | cannot believe it is already May!! PRA
has had an exciting yealhe students have been able to attend several different
supplemental activities. We would like to give a special thank you to Harris Gallery for
letting the students come twice a month for anvdiets. We would also like tthank the
Extension officdor the use of the kitchen so the kids could complete some cooking
projects, and we would I|i ke to thank Al t 04
come and work out twice a week. The students are now finishing up the last of their
classes for th year.

Mark your calendars--PRA graduation is planned for Saturditay 14".

As the school year winds down, please make sure to keep that work coming in!
Finish the year on a positive note and be proud of all of your accomplishments.

| would al® like to take this opportunity to thank the parents for lending us your
children this year. We appreciate all of the support and caring that has come to us from
you. Please have a safe and restful summer.
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Chris Quigley
Sara Merritt
Dina Johnson
Socorro Moreno
Linda Harlan
Eddy Koonce
Patti Warren

Amber Rose
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IMay Birthdays

5/2
5/3
5/8
5/13
5/16
5/17
5/19
5/29

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

May
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Working Together for School Success

CONNECTION’

May 2011

W

Year in review
Your child can relive
memories—and look ahead to next
year— by reading her yearbook or
looking at her school's Web site. Ask
her to point out classmates and tell
you about projects they did or games
they played together. Look at photos
of activities (spelling bee, band), and
ask her which ones she might like to
try next year.

Good language

Most youngsters experiment with
“bad” words at some point. If you
hear your child using language you
don’t like, let him know how you feel.
Then, help him come up with alterna-
tive words (“Banana peels!”). The sil-
lier the phrase, the more likely he’ll
be to use it.

Smart consumers

It’s never too early to help your
youngster become a good consumer.
Together, look for advertising “tricks”
like a funny animal character in a
commercial for sugary yogurt or
happy-looking children in a magazine
ad for expensive jeans. Then, com-
pare them to reality (“The yogurt we
buy is healthier,” “The jeans you have
are really cute”).

Worth quoting
“The earth laughs in flowers.”

e. e. cummings

Q: How old is
your grandpa?
A: 1 don't know,
but we've had
him a long time.

How can you inspire
your child to keep
learning while school
is out? It’s easy
when your whole
family learns along
with him. Here are
some activities
everyone can enjoy.

Poetry reading
Visit the library
to check out poetry
books and encourage family members
to memorize their favorite summertime
poems. Your youngster might pick verses
about seashells, fireflies, picnics, or
campfires. Then, set aside an evening
for reading and reciting poetry.

Stargazing

Go outside together on a clear, moon-
less night to look for constellations. Take
a sky map — try www.fourmilab.ch/yoursky
or Michael Driscoll’s A Child’s Introduc-
tion to the Night Sky. 1t’s easiest to find
the Big Dipper and the Little Dipper first
and use them to spot other constella-
tions. Idea: Suggest that your child “con-
nect the dots” to find his own shapes or
objects among the stars.

Thank teachers

Cooking

Make healthy treats with your young-
ster. Using a recipe teaches him to follow
directions, and measuring ingredients
builds math skills. You might find a
blueberry muffin recipe and add cran-
berries for a colorful July 4th breakfast.

Researching

Ask everyone what they'd like to know
about your family’s history. Your child
can write all the questions down. Beside
each question, have him write the name
of a person to ask. Together, call or visit
that relative to find the answer. Examples:
“When did our first relatives come to the
United States from Italy?” “How many
brothers and sisters did our great-grand-
parents have?”¥

ideas can help:

after lunch.

Letting a teacher know what your youngster enjoyed
this year is a great way to show appreciation. These

® A younger child could draw a picture of her favorite
field trip or classroom activity. Perhaps she liked visiting
an apple orchard or listening to the teacher read aloud

® An older child might make a mini-book with a page . :

for every subject. On each sheet, she can write about something she enjoyed learn-

ing (how ants work together in a colony, how to do long division) and illustrate it.
\Thcn. have her staple the pages together and write a dedication to her teacher.¥

y

© 2011 Resources for Educators,  division of CCH Incorporated
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Become more
independent

This summer, your youngster may take
steps toward becoming more independent.
She might learn how to swim, or she could
sleep over at a friend’s house for the first
time. Consider the following suggestions to

help her feel comfortable trying new things:

rYTTiad Word
XL problems

Making up math stories can build
your youngster's problem-solving skills
and encourage him to use math regularly.
Here are three ways.

I. Look for math in nature. During
a visit to a park, your child might say:
“I found 5 black birds, 6 red birds, and
2 blue birds. How many birds did 1 see
inall?” (54 6 + 2 = 13 birds)

2. Think of word problems based
on books. After reading Roald Dahl’s
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, he might
come up with: “Willy Wonka’s caramels
change color every 10 seconds. If T
chewed for 60 seconds, how many colors
would 1 chew?” (60 + 10 = 6 colors)

3. Tell math stories in the car. If
your youngster sees a billboard advertis-
ing a hotel for $89 per night, he might
say: “Our family stayed in a hotel for
three nights. It cost $89 per night. How
much did we spend?” ($89 x 3 = $267)

Idea: Suggest that your child write
each problem on an index card with the
answer on the back.¥

that promete school
and more

isio

a I
128 N. Royal Aven:
540-636-4280 ¢ rfecustomer@wolterskluwer.com
www.rfeonline.com

Front Royal, VA 22630

SSN 1540-5621
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® Allow extra time. It might be
tempting to pack your child’s
baseball bag or make her sand-
wich instead of waiting for her,
but she’ll gain confidence if she
can do it herself. Have her get
ready ahead of time or practice
skills when you aren’t in a rush.

® Encourage your youngster to
find out things she doesn’t know
and to get information on her own.
For instance, let her call a business to
ask about their hours or whether they carry an
item she wants.

= ® Show your child that you trust her growing independence.
When she’s invited to sleep at a friend’s house, let her try. If
it doesn’t work out and you have to pick her up, let her know
she can try again another time. ¥

2 Reading over the summer

Q: How can I keep my daughter’s reading skills from
sliding over the summer?

A: Students can definitely get out of practice if they
don't read regularly. Try signing your daughter
up for a summer program at a library or book-
store. She’ll get a reading list and be asked to :
finish a certain number of books or spend 4 .
time reading each day. T "

Another possibility is to help her create her ‘
own reading progranz, either bS' herself or with friends. She can list. books S.hc d
like to read and set goals. For example, a beginning reader might aim to finish
three picture books a week, or an older child might read a chapter a day or a
novel every two weeks.

Your yoz.mgs(er will feel good about reaching her goals, and her reading skills
will stay sharp. Plus, reading regularly over the summer can help her get into a

May

\_reading habit year-round! ¥

PARENT BEgy :
A;"E.“ Enjoy active days
P When school is

in session, I know my sons exercise
at recess and in PE. But during the
“lazy” days of summer, I worry
that they aren’t active enough.

looked around and discovered a rock-
climbing class for my older son
and a sports program for my
younger one.
The teacher also said

This year, I asked the PE
teacher for advice.

Mrs. Winkler suggested
enrolling my children in
classes at the community
center or parks and recre-
ation department. That
way, she said, they’ll get
regular exercise while hav-
ing fun with other kids. 1

that seeing my husband
and me staying active
would encourage our kids
to exercise, too. She sug-
gested that we do fun
activities as a family, such
as playing tennis, walking
to the school after dinner
to shoot baskets, or jogging
in the neighborhood.¥




Cat Talk

Pagel3 May

Home & School

Trabajando juntos para el éxito escolar

CONNECTION®

Mayo de 2011

B“:EVAESS Repaso del curso
Su hija puede revivir

recuerdos—y anticipar el préximo

curso—leyendo el anuario o mirando el
sitio web de su colegio. Pidale que le in-
dique quiénes fueron sus comparieros y
que le comente los proyectos que hicie-
ron o los juegos a los que jugaron. Vean
fotos de actividades (concurso de orto-
grafia, banda) y pregintele en cudles le
gustaria participar el afo que viene.

Hablar bien

La mayoria de los nifios experimenta
con “malas” palabras de vez en cuando.
Si usted observa que su hijo usa pala-
bras que no son de su gusto, expliquele
su postura al respecto. Aytidelo luego a
pensar en expresiones alternativas (“iRa-
banos y zanahorias!”). Cuanto mas loca
sea la frase, més probable sera que la
emplee.

Consumidores sagaces

Nunca es demasiado pronto para ayu-
dar a su hijo a ser buen consumidor.
Busquen juntos “trucos” que se em-
plean en la propaganda como un animal
divertido en un anuncio para yogurt
azucarado o nifios sonrientes en un
anuncio para vaqueros caros en una re-
vista. A continuacién comparenlos con
la realidad (“El yogurt que compramos
nosotros es mas sano”, “Tus vaqueros
son preciosos”).

Vale la pena citar
“La tierra se rie con flores™.
€. €. cummings

|
&

P: ;Cuantos aiios
tiene tu abuelito?
R: No lo sé, pero

hace mucho que
lo tenemos.

oge
Aprender en familia «4%6 .
00 U

¢C6mo puede inspirar AV Gl
a su hijo a que siga &
aprendiendo durante “
las vacaciones? Es
facil si toda la fa-
milia aprende con
€l. He aqui algunas
actividades con las
que puede disfru-
tar su hijo.

Lecturas de poesia

Saquen de la biblioteca libros de poesia
y anime a los miembros de su familia a que
memoricen sus poemas favoritos relativos
al verano. Su hijo podria elegir poemas
sobre caracolas, luciémagas, meriendas en
el campo o fuegos de campamento. A con-
tinuacién dediquen una noche para leer y
recitar poesia.

Cocinar

Cocinen juntos platillos sanos. Al usar
una receta aprendera a seguir instruccio-
nes y al medir las cantidades practicara
las matemticas. Podria buscar una receta
para bollitos de arandanos, anadir aranda-
nos agrios y hacer con ellos un vistoso de-
sayuno para el 4 de julio.

Observar las estrellas

Salgan al aire libre una noche clara y sin
luna y localicen las constelaciones. Lléven-
se un mapa del firmamento: prueben con
www.fourmilab.ch/yoursky o A Child’s Intro-
duction to the Night Sky de Michael Driscoll.
Lo mas facil es localizar la Osa Mayor y la
Osa Menor y valerse de ellas para encontrar
otras constelaciones. Idea: Sugiera a su hijo
que “una los puntos” para hallar sus pro-
pias formas u objetos entre las estrellas.

Investigar

Pregiinteles a todos qué les gustaria
saber de su historia familiar. Su hijo puede
anotar las preguntas de todos. Junto a cada
pregunta digale que escriba el nombre de
una persona a la que quiera interrogar. Lla-
men o visiten a ese familiar para averiguar
la respuesta. Ejemplos: “;Cuando llegaron
nuestros primeros familiares a los EEUU
desde Italia?” “;Cudntos hermanos tuvie-
ron nuestros bisabuelos?” ¥

Agradecimiento a los maestros

Cuando su hija le dice a su maestra que disfruté del
aio le estd demostrando agradecimiento. Estas ideas pue-
den serles utiles:

® Una nina pequena puede hacer un dibujo de la excur-
sién que mds le gust6 o de su actividad favorita en el aula.
Quizd disfruté con una visita a un pomar o con las lectu-
ras en voz alta de la maestra después del almuerzo.

® Una nina un poco mayor puede hacer un librito con -

una pagina para cada materia. En cada hoja puede describir algo que le gusté apren-
der (c6mo colaboran las hormigas de una colonia, la divisién) e ilustrarlo. A continua-
cién, que grape las paginas y escriba una dedicatoria para su maestra.¥ Y

© 2011 Resources for Educators, a division of CCH Incorporated
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