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Grade School News
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Elementary Physical Education
By Kay Wilson

010 ended with a round robin
basketball tournament if'% 3¢
and 4" grade classes. The winners

from fourth gradé Cambry Cline,
Rousmar Gomez, Lane Whisennand, and

Elian Prieto: 8 Gradei Jazmin Levario, K enzie Jones and Kimberly

News From the Middle School

SIXTH GRADE HONOR BAND
By Jerry Chrin

Bailey McCabe, Garrett Hall, Emmanuel Bender were selected to be

Moreno, and Oakley Hastings®Zrade members of the Southwest
i Emme Hurn, Kylee Maylance Kansas Sixth Grade Honor Band. They

Addington, and Riley Meek. along with 84 other students were

Honor your partner, promenade, invited to Garden City Community
do-si-do, allemande left could be heard College on Saturday, February 5 to take
as nearly two weeks of square dancing partin day Iongehear_sals and concert.
took place. The Virginia Reel was a big ~ B€ing a member of this group allowed
hit with the students. students to be part of a large ensemble

We finished up with hockey and and enjoy playing music with _
are doing paraafte activities. Other instruments that may not be present in
activities for the coming spring include their own school band.  About 18
rhythms, flower st i cSkhgolssenistudenyssabe ingluded i,
games, fitness and manipulative units, the band.
plus an active participation in the Walk
Across Kansas.

Guest director for the day was
Mr. Don Linn, associate band director at
During the month of April we Kans_as State University. _The band
will be taking part in Jumgope for practiced 5 concert selections and then

Heart. Our goal will be $5,000. More performed them in front of parents and
information about the event will be friends who watched and listened as they

posted as the time draws closer. sat in the large Pauline JoyEme Arts

We will again end the year with our field ~ Auditorium. _
day activities with all students One of the selections performed
participating. was written especially for the 2011 Sixth

Grade Honor Band. Daniel Baker, a

music composer, was commissioned to
write fAiRiver Rhapsody.
a 2 part piece to show musically how a

river might sound as it winds through the
countryside. Another popular selection
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was fADragonfly. o Br &% s mucu'.cians. wer e
able to play the piece while buzzing on . .‘: - .o. | X o,
their mouthpiece to imitate the sound of . (g oS

a dragonfly as it flits through the air.

Congratulations agaito Kenzie
and Kimberly for their participation in
this select group.

2118/05/18

Congratulations Middle School
Band Members On a Job Well
Done!

5" Grade News
By Alicia Frownfelter

pring is nearly here and th&'5

graders are working hard to make

it through their first year of middle
school! Right now, the main focus is on
the upcoming state assessments, which
will take place the first two weeks of
March. The state reading assessments
will be taken March $3“ and the math
assessments will be taken MardhB1™.
Please make sure your child has had
plenty of rest during these two weeks so
they can perform their best on these
important exams. Eating a good
breakfast is also proven to improve brain
function throughout the day, so feed
your child some dAbrain
club is still being offered every Monday
and Wednesday from 3:4645 pm in
Mrs. Wallsd room.
will help prepare your child for the
assessments as well as provide them
with some afternoon entertainment. In
science, we have been studying the
weather over the past several weeks of
cold, snow, sunshine and wind! By the
end of the unit, the students will be able
to identify the different types of clouds,
fronts and pressure sgsts and read the
weather symbols on a weather map. The
AiMake a Waveo pr®ject
grade students in the fall is still
underway. After reading about pollution
in the ocean and air, several students in
the 8" grade expressed a desire to help
clean up our community in many ways.
The idea spread and the entire class took
an afternoon to clean up Whistle Stop
Park. Five bags of aluminum cans were
collected and recycled, along with
several bags of other trash. As
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aluminum cans were gatherelettabs
were taken off and collected. After a
class vote, it was decided to save the pop
tabs and send them to the Ronald
McDonald House. Since December the
5" grade class has collected over seven
gallons of pop tabs to donate to the
Ronald McDonald Hose Charities. The
class of 2018 has definitely begun a
wave to be proud of. Several outside
community members have begun to
collect pop tabs to donate toward the
goal of collecting a mile of pop tabs. In
addition to the pop tabs, the class has
collectad and recycled over fifty pounds

of paper that would normally have ended
up in the trashcan in our classroom. Ask
your child about how the"sgrade is
AMaking a Waveo and
help!
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FACS News 201a11
By Peggy Overstreet

hings arestirred up, so to speak,

in the Family and Consumer

Sciences Department. The
Kansas State Department of Education

has been transitioning from the old
concept of Home Economics through

March

Family and Consumer Sciences and into
FACS Pathways for the past fivears,

and this year is the vy
The concept for pathways is
connections, connectin

interests to a career and then directing
him or her to high school and post high
school education opportunities for it.
The EHS FACS Dep#ament is

completing an application for the Family
and Community Services Pathway which
includes careers for community and
family well being.

Life Adjustment is still
fundamental at EHS. It introduces the
pathway. If students want to continue in
that careedirection, a class in Nutrition
and Wellness, Human Growth and
Oevelapmegnd, ar FamadyrStudies may be
added for a more solid background. The
final piece in the Pathway is a new class,
Career and Community Connections
which will be a yeatong class for
students to apply their skills with actual
projects of family or community service.
The concepts for this transition have
been simmering and stewing, and next
year they will be served. From there,
students entering Seward County
Community College foran®\s oci at ed s
Degree in the social sciences area would
receive an hour of credit at no charge for
the work done while working on the
pathway at EHS because of an
articulation agreement between the two
schools.

Meanwhile, in the kitchen, the
Healthy Cuisine (Gurmet Cooking)
class has just finished doing their beef
demonstrations. Local ranchers who
contribute beef cheegff dollars help
provide beef for classroom use through
the Kansas Beef Council grants. These
students might be ready for a throw
down withBobby Flay!
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Style and Image students have
finished work on their personal fashion o
image and colors as well as textiles and h hd y
clothing care. They made mood boards Mar@ Biﬁ a S
for creative inspiration as they begin

projects for the rest of second semester. ~ Khris Buckner 3/6
They will doa recycling project from Lorna Herrman 3/10
old jeans or Tshirt, an embellished Corinna Carrillo 3/17
clothing item with purchased clothing, Nancy Morrison 3/18
and a carry on bag for their clothing Robin Koonce 3/19
when they travel. Daisy Richerson 3/21
Life Adjustments classes began Carl Brickey 3/26
the year by looking at their personalities  Teresa Carter 3/31

and temperaments, dat@ning whether
they were a lion, an otter, a beaver, or
golden retriever. They used the Kansas
Career Pipeline to pinpoint their interests
and skills for choosing a career then
studied about how to choose a school to
attend after high school. Next they
compiled a career portfolio so they can
apply for and interview for a job. Local
business people volunteered to come to
the high school to practice interviewing
with the students. Just before Spring
Break, they will be invited by
community businesses asdpporters to
participate in Job Shadowing. Many
other schools only dream of such

community suppoé can there be a
better place to live than here in Elkhart,
Kansas? 0
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Fun with mazes

Mazes can help your
child improve his hand-eye coordina-
tion and encourage creativity and
strategic thinking. Look for maze
books at dollar stores, or you and
your youngster can draw your own
for each other to complete. Mark
“start” and “finish” points at oppo-
site corners of your paper. Connect
them with twisting paths that include
a few dead ends.

The volunteer habit

Raise a youngster who is used to
doing community service. Ask her
school about local organizations like
scouts, 4-H, and Kiwanis Kids. Or
suggest that she apply to be a safety
patrol at school, choose items to
donate to a charity, or participate

in a neighborhood cleanup.

Safe online

Remind your child to work and play
safely online with this project. Have
him cut a stop-sign shape from red
construction paper. Then, help him
list rules on his sign and post it by
the computer. Examples: “Don’t share
personal information.” “Close pop-
ups right away.”

Worth quoting

“If you think you can do a thing or
think you can’t do a thing, you're
right.” Henry Ford

o JUST FOR FUN__

Q: What do you get when you cross
arooster and a giraffe?

A: An animal that
can wake peo-
ple on the top
floor of a
building.

Learning partners

Children learn a lot from | | P
their teachers and parents— |
and they can also learn from
each other. Here are ways your
youngster can sharpen skills he
needs in school while working and
playing with friends.

Share studying. When your
child has a test or quiz com-
ing up, suggest that he study
with a friend. Each person
could review a different sec-
tion and then explain it to the
other. Talking things through
aloud will help your youngster under-
stand and remember them. Or have
both children read all the material
silently and then discuss it together.
They’ll probably have different thoughts
and ideas, which means twice as much
learning.

materials like cardboard boxes, string,
and blocks. Idea: Offer to help them
make a “science show” by recording
their experiments with a cell phone or
video camera.

Do research. Is there something your
youngster has always wanted to learn
how to do, such as card tricks or jug-
gling? Suggest that he find a friend who
is interested, too. They could meet at the
library to look up the topic. They’ll build
research skills, like checking multiple
sources and taking notes. Then, they can
get together to practice what they've

Time for families learned.¥

Regular family outings can help you N
and your child stay connected and enjoy
special time together. Try these ideas:

Explore science. Your child and his
friend can have fun with experiments
they’ve done in class. They might put a
variety of objects (coins, a sponge, a jar
lid) in water to see which ones sink and
which ones float. Or they could build
simple machines (ramps, pulleys) with

® [ ocal businesses may offer free or low-
cost workshops. Ask for program calendars
when you’re out. Then, make colorful sand
art projects at a craft store or learn about
dog care at a pet shop.

® Check your town’s newspaper or Web site for
free events. Your family might be able to attend a puppet show, book signing, or
\health fair ¥

y

© 2011 Resources for Educators, a division of Aspen Publishers, Inc.
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A recipe
for respect

Ava listens quietly when her teacher
talks. Ben claps for each performer at
his piano recital. These children show
respect for others. Here’s how you can
encourage your youngster to do the same.

Demonstrate

Your child will learn respectful behavior
by watching the way you treat others. When
she makes a mistake, for instance, gently tell

My museum

Let your child create a museum
exhibit at home. He’ll learn planning
and organization skills, and he’ll feel
proud when family members “visit” his
museum. Suggest these steps:

I. Choose a theme. Have your young-
ster think about his interests. For
instance, he might create a Lego exhibit
or a display about his swim team.

2. Decide what to display. For a Lego
exhibit, your child could take pictures of
his creations and also build new mod-
els. A swimming display might contain
ribbons, photos, and newspaper articles.

3. Set up the exhibit. Your youngster can
turn a large cardboard box on its side and
arrange the objects in it. Have him label
each item using a sticky note or an index
card. Put his exhibit in the family room or
living room where everyone can see it.

Tip: Encourage your child to keep his
museum interesting by changing the
theme each month.¥
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To provide busy parents with practical ideas
that promote school success, parent involvement,
and more effective parenting.
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her what she’s done wrong—
and out of earshot of others.
Also, let her see you respect
ideas and beliefs that are
different from your own.
For example, point out that
you're happy a friend is
voting in an election even
though you each favor a dif-
ferent candidate.
Notice
When you see your young-
ster acting respectfully, let her
know that you’ve noticed (“I like the way you asked your sister
before borrowing her sweater”). Your words and attention will
encourage her to show respect in the future.

. Tip: If you see disrespectful behavior on TV (a child rolling

D his eyes or talking back to a parent), tell your youngster that isn’t
d okay in real life. Then, ask her to be on the lookout for respect-

-, ful actions by characters. How many can she spot before the

.'.. program ends? ¥

‘Standardized test tips

It’s the season for standardized tests. Help
your youngster be prepared, confident, and
relaxed with these strategies:
® When the school announces a test, put it
on your calendar and discuss it with your
child. Be upbeat—tell her you know she’ll do
her best. Listen if she has questions or seems anxious.

® Looking at sample tests can help your youngster feel comfortable with the for-
mat. Check the school Web site or ask her teacher how to find samples. Then,
have her do a few questions each day.

® Have your child go to bed on time the night before a test. In the morning, give
kher a healthy breakfast that includes protein, whole grains, and fruit.¥

y

PAI‘!E“‘ Supporting an advanced learner
PARE“' When our son
Ben was identified

as gifted and talented this year, we weren't
sure what to expect. First, we noticed that
his homework assignments were
more challenging. For example,
he wrote his own word prob-
lems rather than just solving
the ones in his math
book, or compared two
stories instead of answer-
ing questions about them.
We talked to his teach-
ers, who explained that the
assignments encouraged
Ben to come up with
his own ideas. The teachers

suggested ways to fit assignments into
everyday activities. For instance, when we
go to the doctor or bank, we’ll say, “Find a
story problem while we’re here!” Or we’ll
check out library books
| thatshare a theme and
' talk about how they're
similar and different.
Ben is doing well
in his new program.
We've been trying
his teachers’ ideas
with our other
kids, too, and
they’re all more
excited about
learning. ¥
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