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Kindergarten  

By Bobbi Horton and Dana Perdue  
 

appy New Year! 

 The kindergarteners have 

worked very hard during the first 

semester, and theyõre ready to begin 

learning again.   

 These are a few things we are 

working on:  

~ the ABCõs ð uppercase & lowercase, 

learning the sound, the song, and the 

motion that reminds us o f the letters  

~ reading some words by sight (we call 

them òpopcornó words) 

~ spelling three -letter words  

~ reading some beginning-to -read books  

~ writing our first and last names  

~ the numbers ð 1 to 20 ð recognition, 

writing, counting  

~ learning to estima te the number of 

objects in a jar  

~ beginning addition and subtraction  

~ recognizing and drawing the basic 

shapes 

~ learning how to color and cut in the lines  

~ learning how to work and play with peers  

~ learning how to work independently and 

stay on task  

~ practicing being a good listener  

~ practicing cleaning up and putting things 

away correctly  

~ practicing using òinsideó voices and 

òhands to yourselfó 

~ practicing lining up and walking quietly  

~ practicing telling the truth  

~ practicing respect and kin dness to all  

 Many things to learn; many things 

to practice.  

 Have a great 2011, and Happy 

150th  Birthday to Kansas!!  

 

 
 

2
nd

 Grade News 

 

he second graders were busy 

before Christmas Break learning 

about regrouping with addition 

and subtraction.  Our small group math 

is going great.  We are seeing 

tremendous results in our studentsô 

progress.   

 As we get back into the swing of 

things, we will be kicking off January 

with Kansas History.  We will also be 

learning about the Chinese New Year 

and celebrating our 100
th
 day of school.  

We would like to continue to stress the 

importance of math facts.  Students 

should be able to answer math facts by 

the second.    

 We hope everyone had a restful 

Holiday Season. 

Happy New Year from Mrs. Dutton, 

Mrs. Wright, and the Second 

Graders! 

 
4

th
 GRADE NEWS 

Teachers:  Ms. Wray and Mr. Morrison 

 

e have enjoyed our holidays 

and are ready to get back into 

the swing of things.   

During the last nine weeks, Ms. 

Wray and Mr. Morrison kept the 

students busy reading about authors.  

Both classes read The Ultimate Gift.  

They have also read many other books 

by various authors in reading groups.   

In math Ms. Wray is teaching the 

students about different forms of 

graphing, multiplication, and division.  
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We are having a great time with our 

problem solving activities during our 

math lesson. The 4
th
 graders will 

definitely keep busy and keep learning 

while we begin to prepare for tests in the 

spring. 

In science the students have 

moved from Life Science to Earth 

Science with Mr. Morrison.  The 

students continue to enjoy the 

Investigations that go along with each 

lesson.  Some of their favorites have 

been the Food Chains and Making 

Sedimentary Rock.  

 

Classes going well for the Elementary 

Media Center 
By Retta Eiland 

 

ur library skills classes are going 

well!  The second graders are 

finding books on the shelves 

with only the call number and 

the title.  Next they will begin to use the 

encyclopedia and write a paragraph over 

what they have read.  Learning the parts 

of a book and dictionary skills is keeping 

the third graders busy while fourth 

graders are using a game to reinforce 

their ability to use the almanac. First 

grade classes have looked at ten different 

versions of There was an Old Lady Who 

Swallowed a Fly and are now writing 

their own version of the story. 

Kindergarten classes are still working on 

book care.  

 Parents are welcome to come to 

the visit the library at anytime.  If you 

would like to help your child pick out a 

book, I encourage you to do that.   Come 

in and see all the exciting books we have 

in our library! 
 

 
 

Early Childhood Screenings to be 
Offered 

USD 218 Elkhart and High Plains 

Educational Cooperative are offering 

free Early Childhood Screenings for 

preschool children ages 3-5 years. 

 

The following areas will be screened: 

¶ Vision / Hearing 

¶ Speech / Language 

Development 

¶ Cognitive / Educational 

Skills 

¶ Social Development 

¶ Adaptive / Self Help Skills 

¶ Fine and Gross Motor Skills 

 

To find out more about your childôs 

development schedule a screening with 

your local Early Childhood Specialist.  

For more information and to schedule a 

screening contact Janie Shelden at 

Elkhart Elementary 697-2133. 
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Community Based Instruction at the 

High School 

By Karen Jones 

 

f you see some high school students 

going into the grocery store, Dollar 

General or other businesses during 

the school day with school staff, you 

might wonder why they are not at 

school. Some high school students are 

participating in Community Based 

Instruction, which is a research-based 

practice to facilitate transition to adult 

life for students with disabilities. 

  Community Based Instruction or 

CBI provides students with ñreal lifeò 

opportunities while teaching curriculum 

standards and life skills. CBI involves 

teaching individual and small groups of 

students, academic and life skills 

activities that occur naturally in the 

community settings. The students seem 

to really enjoy CBI because it breaks up 

their day and it is relevant to their life.  

 

 

High School Physical Sciences 
By Travis Johnson 

 

he first semester has flown by in 

the science department.  Physical 

science has been studying the 

introduction to chemistry.  We have 

been trying to understand chemical 

reactions and how to balance them. 

 Starting in January, we will begin 

the introduction to physics, and then 

finish the year with a section of Earth 

and space science.   

 In chemistry we have just started 

studying the type of various bonding and 

trying to get into equations and 

stoichiometry shortly after the break.   

 In physics we are working on 

using Newton's equations of kinematics 

in two dimensions, which makes for 

some fun calculus and trigonometry type 

calculations.  If you don't believe me, 

just ask the physics students and they 

will express how much fun it is. 
 

 

 
 

News From the Desk of Penny Forbes 

 

long with everyone else, I am 

amazed at how quickly this year 

is flying by! It seems like just 

yesterday that we welcomed our students 

back into the halls; just a few more 

months, and we will be turning the class 

of 2011 out into the world.  

 The Comp I, English II, and 

English IV classes have been hard at 

work trying to keep the pace I have set 

for them. Along with several stories, all 

the English classes have read a classic 

novel, viewed the accompanying video, 

and either written a comparison/contrast 

paper with analysis, or written a 

different ending to the novel.  The 

students also read a library book of their 

choice and developed a power point, 

which they presented to the rest of their 

classmates.  

 After the completion of a story in 

class, the students write an essay 

discussing plot, theme, or storylines. By 

the time the seniors graduate this year, 

they will not be afraid to tackle any 

writing assignments they receive in 

college. For those students that are not 

on track to go to college, their writing 

skills will enable them to fill out 

resumes or job applications with ease.  

 The third nine weeks will be a 

challenge for all of my language arts 
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students. They will be writing their 

research-based papers.  The comp. II 

students will write a paper in 

conjunction with their government class; 

the English IV students will do research 

concerning a career, and the English II 

students will do a cross-curricular paper 

with their science class. The classes will 

spend five of the nine weeks on their 

papers. Parents, go to the school website 

and click on my name; the schedules for 

your students papers will be posted after 

the first week of Jan.  

 After completing a very 

interesting course through Fort Hays, I 

am implementing more technology into 

my classroom. My comp students have 

already blogged about one assignment 

and will do more of that second 

semester.  My English II students will 

also learn to blog and all my classes will 

learn how to screen cast a power point if 

our technology allows it. To view my 

new English website click on the 

following link. 

http://www.englishcanbefun.yolasite.co

m 

 The yearbook staff is working 

very diligently on the 2010-2011 annual.  

Everyone is going to be very surprised to 

see how diverse and interesting the 

yearbook is this year. I am proud to say 

that it just gets better and better every 

year!  We have worked extremely hard 

to get each child into the book at least 

three times.  This year we are going to 

do something different.  When the staff 

gets pages finished, we are going to print 

some of them off and give everyone a 

sneak peak at what is on the way.  Watch 

for them in the halls!  Remember to buy 

your yearbook when the ads come out.  

There are only a limited amount printed 

and we are getting closer each year to 

selling out; don't be left out! 

 
 

 
 

 

Debbie Coen  1/4 

Gene Henley  1/4 

Peter Henderson 1/4 

Linda Harlow  1/5 

Tangee Cayton 1/6 

Shayne Blair  1/18 

Alice Conner  1/22 

Josh Flanagan  1/24 

Jane Barnes  1/31 
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