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Grade School News

Kindergarten
By Bobbi Horton and Dana Perdue

appy New Year!
H The kindergarteners have

worked very hard during the first
semester, and theyo
learning again.

These are a few things we are
working on:
~ t he duBperoase & lowercase,
learning the sound, the song, and the
motion that reminds us o f the letters
~ reading some words by sight (we call
them opopcornod word
~ spelling three -letter words
~ reading some beginning-to -read books
~ writing our first and last names
~ the numbers &1 to 20 &recognition,
writing, counting
~ learning to estima te the number of
objects in a jar
~ beginning addition and subtraction
~ recognizing and drawing the basic
shapes
~ learning how to color and cut in the lines
~ learning how to work and play with peers
~ learning how to work independently and
stay on task
~ practicing being a good listener
~ practicing cleaning up and putting things
away correctly
~ practicing using
Ohands to yourselfo
~ practicing lining up and walking quietly
~ practicing telling the truth
~ practicing respect and kin dness to all

Many things to learn; many things
to practice.

Have a great 2011, and Happy
150" Birthday to Kansas!!
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2" Grade News

he second graders were busy

re r ealybefore Gheistinas Break learning

about regrouping with addition
and subtraction. Our small group math
Is going great. We are seeing
tremendous resul ts
progress.
As we get back into the swing of
things, we wi be kicking off January
s) with Kansas History. We will also be
learning about the Chinese New Year
and celebrating our 18ajay of school.
We would like to continue to stress the
importance of math facts. Students
should be able to answer math facts by
the second.
We hope everyone had a restful
Holiday Season.
Happy New Year from Mrs. Dutton,
Mrs. Wright, and the Second
Graders!

4™ GRADE NEWS
Teachers: Ms. Wray and Mr. Morrison

e have enjoyed our holidays
and are ready to get back into
Oi nsi oW vthe swing ofamngs.

During the last nine weeks, Ms
Wray and Mr. Morrison kept the
students busy reading about authors.
Both classes reabhe Ultimate Gift
They have also read many other b®ok
by various authors in reading groups.

In math Ms Wray is teaching the
students boutdifferent forms of
graphing, multiplicationand division.
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We are having a great time with our
problem solving activities during our
math lessonThe4™ graders will
definitely keep busy and keep learning
while we begin to prepare for tests in the
spring.

In science the students have
moved from Life Science to Earth
Science with Mr. Morrison. The
students continue to enjoy the
Investigations that go algrwith each
lesson. Some of their favorites have
been the Food Chains and Making
Sedimentary Rock.

Classes going well for the Elementary
Media Center
By Retta Eiland

ur library skills classes are going

well! The second graders are

finding books orthe shelves

with only the call number and
the title. Next they will begin to use the
encyclopedia and write a paragraph over
what they have read. Learning the parts
of a book and dictionary skills is keeping
the third graders busy while fourth
graders ee using a game to reinforce
their ability to use the almanac. First
grade classes have looked at ten different
versions ofThere was an Old Lady Who
Swallowed a Flyand are now writing
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their own version of the story.
Kindergarten classes are still workiag
book care.
Parents are welcome to come to
the visit the library at anytime. If you
would like to help your child pick out a
book, | encourage you to do that. Come

in and see all the exciting books we have
in our library!

RN
Come coldbrate with ¥

Early Childhood Sciaga to be
Offered
USD 218 Elkhart and High Plains
Educational Cooperative are offering
free Early Childhood Screenings for
preschool children ages3years.

The following areas will be screened:
9 Vision / Hearing
1 Speech / Language
Development
Cognitive /Educational
Skills
Social Development
Adaptive / Self Help Skills
Fine and Gross Motor Skills

1
T
T
1

To find out more about
development schedule a screening with

your local Early Childhood Specialist.

For more information and to schedule a
screermg contact Janie Shelden at

Elkhart Elementary 692133.
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Community Based Instruction at the
High School
By Karen Jones

f you see some high school students

going into the grocery store, Dollar

General or other businesses during
the school day with school staff, you
might wonder why they are not at
school. Some high school students are
participating in Community Based
Instruction, which is aesearckoased
practice to facilitate transition to adult
life for students with disabilities.

Community Based Instruction or

CBl provides student
opportunities while teaching curriculum
standards and life skills. CBivolves
teaching individual and small groups of
students, academic and life skills
activities that occur naturally in the
community settings. The students seem
to really enjoy CBI because it breaks up
their day and it is relevant to their life.

High School Physical Sciences
By Travis Johnson
he first semester has flown by in
the science department. Physical
science has been studying the
introduction to chemistry. We have
been trying to understand chemical
reactions and how to balance them.

Starting in January, we will begin
the introduction to physics, and then
finish the year with a section of Earth
and space science.

In chemistry we have just started
studying the type of various bonding and
trying to get into equations and
stoichiometryshortly after the break.

In physics we are working on

just ask the physics students and they
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using Newton's equations of kinematics
in two dimensions, which makes for
some fun calculus and trigonometry type
calculations. If you don't believe me,

will express how much fun it is.
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News From the Desk of Penny Forbes
long with everyone else, | am
amazed at how quickly this year

l \is fIying by! It seems like just

yesterday %t wawelcomFd o] rst%ldents
back b thd hall: just & few ol

months, and we will be turning the class
of 2011 out into the world.

The Compl, English 11, and
English IV classes have been hard at
work trying to keep the pace | have set
for them. Along with several stories, all
the English classes have read a classic
novel, viewed the accompanying video,
and either written a comparison/contrast
paper with analysis, or written a
different ending to the novel. The
students also read a library book of their
choice and developed a powsint,
which they presented to the rest of their
classmates.

After the completion of a story in
class, the studentgrite an essay
discussing plot, theme, or storylines. By
the time the seniors graduate this year,
they will not be afraid to tackle any
writing assignments they receive in
college. For those students that are not
on track to go to college, their writing
skills will enable them to fill out
resumes or job applications with ease.

The third nine weeks will be a
challenge for all of my language arts

January Birthdays
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students. They will be writing their
researckbasedpapers. The comp. Il
students will write a paper in

conjunction with their government class;
the English IV students will do research
concerning a career, and the English Il
students will do &rosscurricularpaper
with their science class. The classal
spend five of the nine weeks on their
papers. Parents, go to the school website
and click on my name; the schedules for
your students papers will be posted after
the first week of Jan.

After completing a very
interesting course through Fort Hays, |
am implementing more technology into
my classroom. My comstudents have
already blogged about oassignment
and will do more othat second
semester. My English Il students will
also learn to blog and all my classes will
learn how to screen cast a poweint if
our technology allows it. To view my
new English website click on the
following link.
http://www.englishcanbefun.yolasite.co
m

The yearbook staff is working
very diligently on the 2012011 amual.
Everyone is going to be very surprised to
see how diverse and interesting the
yearbook is this year. | am proud to say
that it just gets better and better every
year! We have worked extremely hard
to get each child into the book at least
three tims. This year we are going to
do something different. When the staff
gets pages finished, we are going to print
some of them off and give everyone a
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sneak peak at what is on the way. Watch
for them in the halls! Remember to buy
your yearbook when the agdome out.
There are only a limited amount printed
and we are getting closer each year to
selling out; don't be left out!

Debbie Coen 1/4
Gene Henley 1/4
Peter Henderson 1/4
Linda Harlow 1/5
Tangee Cayton 1/6
Shayne Blair 1/18
Alice Conner 1/22
Josh Flanagan 1/24
Jane Barnes



http://www.englishcanbefun.yolasite.com/
http://www.englishcanbefun.yolasite.com/

Cat Talk

Home & School

Vorking Together for School Success

anuary 2011

Office field trip
Here's a volunteer idea
for working parents: Ask your child’s
teacher and your employer about let-
ting the class tour your workplace.
Suggest ways that the visit could tie
in with a school subject. For instance,
children can learn about health ata
dental office or math ata bank.

calling 911

Does your youngster know how to
call for help in an emergency? Show
him how to use every phone in your
house, including cell phones. Keep
ecach one charged and where it
belongs (kitchen counter, nightstand)
so he can always find a phone easily.

Conversation starters

Regular conversations help families
stay close. Try this. Have each person
come up with three facts she thinks
no one knows about her (“T've always
wanted to play guitar”) and write
them on individual slips of paper.
Mix up the papers, take turns reading
them aloud, and guess who wrote
each fact. The discoveries you make
can lead to interesting talks.

Wworth quoting

“To read a poem in january is as
lovely as to go fora walk in June.”
Jean-Paul Sartre

P jusT FOR FUN g

Q: Why did the music teacher need
a ladder?

A: To reach

f——]
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CONNECTION

Love to read!

What can your child do every
day this year that will help him
improve in all subjects? Read!
In addition to expanding his
vocabulary and increasing his
knowledge, it’s an activity he
can enjoy throughout life. Here
are ways to encourage reading.

Create a reading-
friendly home

Keep something to read in
every room. You might put a
basket of your youngster’s
favorite stories under a living
room table, a box of magazines in the
bathroom, and a stack of cookbooks on
a kitchen counter. Everywhere your child
goes, he’ll be able to pick up something
to read.

trips to get new books. Idea: Post “wish
lists” of books your family wants to read.
Then, cross off each one as you finish it.

Match books to your child

Familiar topics and likable characters
can motivate your youngster to read. Ask
a librarian or bookseller for suggestions.
For instance, if science is his favorite sub-
ject, he might read science fiction novels
like K. A. Applegate’s Animorphs series
or Jules Verne’s 20,000 Leagues Under the
sea. A child who likes to tell jokes and be
silly could try the Mr. Men and Little
Miss books by Roger Hargreaves.¥

Be a reading family

Regular reading at home will help
your child read school materials (hand-
outs, textbooks) more casily. Set aside
time each day to read to your youngster
and for him to read on his own. Also, lis-
ten to him read to you, and let him see
you reading. Make sure family members
have library cards—and take regular

Healthy

A good night’s sleep can help your youngster stay alert in class and behave
better—and that means she’ll learn more. Try these tips for a well-rested child:

sleep habits

1. Set a regular bedtime so your youngster is used to going to sleep at the same
time each night. Establish a comforting routine (bath, story, lights out) to help
her wind down. Note: Elementary school children need 9-11
hours of sleep a night.

2. Tell your child it's okay if she doesn’t fall asleep right away. 23,
Instead, suggest that she get cozy and rest until she feels p
tired . Idea: Talk about what to do if she can’t fall asleep o —<<22o
(focus on something pleasant, play a silent word "'.n\
game such as thinking of a food or an animal that
starts with each letter of the alphabet).¥
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Home & School connecTion: January 2011 * Page 2
M Words
Klnd ness Cou nts The words your child
Thoughts can lead to words, and % ,\ chooses can affect her b?hav-
words can lead to actions. That's why v =\ ior toward people. Remind

her to avoid negative labels.
Instead of calling someone
“selfish,” for instance, she
might say, “I'm upset that
she didn’t share with me.”

kindness begins with the way your
youngster feels about others. Use these
suggestions for raising a kind child.

Thoughts

Your youngster will be more likely to
speak nicely to others if she is used to thinking
kindly. If she catches herself mentally criticizing a
friend’s clothes, for example, she might try to find some-
thing she likes about the outfit (“Her shirt is a nice color”).

Actions

Doing good deeds on a reg-
ular basis can make kindness a
habit. Encourage your youngster
to be on the lookout for ways to reach out to others. Lending
a pencil to another student, helping a younger sibling on the
playground, or spending extra time with a pet are simple,
everyday ways she can be kind.¥

State scramble 2 Talking about report cards )

Your youngster can learn the names Cog
and locations of all 50 states with this Q: My daughter’s mid-year report card comes >
homemade puzzle. home soon. What’s the best way to go over it o

First, have your child trace two U.S. with her? Ly l =
maps from an atlas or print two copies A: Start by finding out how your daughter feels ‘(:_ N . ) ' s
from www google.com/mapmaker. Look about her grades. That way, you can follow her m 5 );"”
over the map together. Can he find your lead, and she’ll learn to reflect on her work. - \ —
state and recognize any athers? Help You might ask her which subjects she found : W
hitn read namesithet arenlt farmiliaz easiest and hardest. Together, compare her y 73

current report card with the last one, and \l

praise her efforts for grades that improved.

Then, ask your youngster about any marks that went down. A
Discuss ways that she might do better next time (review math facts daily, proo.f-
read writing). Also, call or e-mail the teacher about ways you can help your child
at home. About halfway through the next grading period, contact ,the teficher
again to see how your youngster is doing in tough subjects—you’ll avoid sur-
kprises on her next report card.¥ p

Using one copy, have him label and
color each state and cut them apart to
make a puzzle. Younger children could
cut the map into 10-20 large pieces,
and older children could cut out the

I'AI,}E“" Preventing procrastination

T “In a minute!” After a few times, he began to realize he
individual states. ; :
was my son Pat- was wasting a lot of minutes! Also, when
Then, your youngster can put the S : : 2
rick’s motto. But more often than not, he dragged his feet while putting away
puzzle back together onto the uncut . 4 .
he never got around to doing what he his toys or getting dressed,

map. Keep the states and the extra map
in a gallon-sized zipper bag for regular
practice. Idea: Older children might add
state capitals to their puzzle pieces.¥

was supposed to. One day, | saw an
apple-shaped kitchen timer in the
grocery store, and it gave me an
idea for a fun way to break his
O UR PURPOSE procrastination habit.
To provide busy parents with practical ideas Whenever Patrick put
that promote school success, parent involvement, : CF 13 :
and more effective parenting. S(?mEthlng Otf’ like ggmng
Resources for Educators, his shoes on or starting
a division of Aspen Publishers, Inc. homework, 1 set the timer
128 N. Royal Avenue * Front Royal, VA 22630 ; :
540-636-4280 * rfecustomer@wolterskluwer.com for one minute. I told him
www.rieonline.com he needed to get started by

bolil540:5621 the time the buzzer rang.

I asked him how long the
task should take and
T, had him set the timer.
¢ T, Now Patrick chal-
lenges himself to
finish things before
the buzzer goes off.
He has fun trying to
beat the clock, and 1
appreciate not having
to remind him to start
and finish.¥

© 2010 Resources for Educators, a division of Aspen Publishers, Inc.
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