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Elementary Music  

By Jerry Chrin 
 

tudents in 3rd and 4th grade 
have begun playing the 
recorder in music class.  This 
activity teaches the student 

how to read music and at the same 
time finger the note on the 
instrument and blow through it to 
make a sound.  Playing an 
instrument can be quite a challenge 
for some.  But we continue to play 
two days each week and strive to 
better ourselves. 
 Students in K-3 are learning 
how to read and follow music 
notation.   We clap rhythms and also 
place note names on the treble staff.  
This will help prepare them to read 
music when they reach 3rd grade 
and do begin playing the recorder. 
 Students in all grades are also 
learning about the various 
instruments found in an orchestra.  
Woodwinds, brass, percussion and 
strings will all be covered in depth.  
Entertaining videos present the 
many instruments found in these 
families. 
 Looking ahead:  our 
elementary spring program will be 
Tuesday, April 19. 
 

Four- Year -Old Preschool News 

By Brandi Gibson 

      

ello from 4 year old preschool!  

I hope that you all had a great 

Christmas break and are ready 

to start the New Year!  The kids have 

been working hard this last semester on 

identifying letters, numbers, shapes and 

learning about various animated literacy 

characters, learning their names, 

identifying sounds associated with their 

name, counting to 10, and learning how 

to share, play together cooperatively, 

and learning how to cut out different 

shapes.  This month the kids will learn 

how to draw shapes, identify numbers 0-

5, cut out different shapes, learn the 

eight basic colors and start to recognize 

color words, learn ordinal numbers  and 

patterning and learn the letters K, B, and 

G as well as the animated literacy 

characters that go along with each letter.  

The kids will also be reviewing the 

concepts of big and little, inside and 

outside, beside, in front of, and behind. 

The kids are also learning how to make 

simple predictions and test their 

predictions by performing simple 

science experiments. The kids will also 

be decorating their snowmen to hang on 

our bulletin board.  If you are in the 

elementary building stop by the pre-K 

bulletin board and see our snowmen!  

The kids and their parents always do a 

great job on this project!   Thank you for 

all that you do for/with your children! 

 
1

st
 Grade News 

By Miss Nease and Mrs. Harn 

 
he year is flying by in the first 

grade room.  The students are 

working hard on their reading 

skills and they are doing so well! They 

are also getting very good with their 

simple addition and subtraction skills.   
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We have been having a wonderful time 

working on winter activities.  Weôve 

learned about snow and penguins and 

will soon get to immerse ourselves in 

books about Clifford the Big Red Dog.   

A special thank you to Laura from the 

Farm Bureau for the mini-lessons she 

presented to our classes before 

Christmas.  We had so much fun!  

 

 

Third Grade News 

By Mrs. Flanagan 

 

hird graders are preparing for 

state assessments and 

intervention groups are getting 

ready to start. The students are working 

very hard, and enjoying the interactive 

and fun lessons. We are studying 

pioneers and Kansas history. The 

museum will be presenting information 

to us on January 27
th
. We are extremely 

grateful for all their hard work. The 

students are also still working on the 

automaticity of their multiplication facts. 

If you see a third grader, quiz them on 

any fact, 0-12!  

 

 
 

 
 

 
ESL News 

By Rita Walrod 

 

ove in any language 

spoken here.ò  That is 

the theme for the 

Elkhart Middle School English as 

a Second Language program.  

Though diverse in our languages, 

all cultures communicate through 

love and acceptance.  Therefore, it 

is my constant endeavor to make 

each ESL student feel comfortable, 

safe and accepted.  Learning is 

much more expedient in a safe and 

secure environment.  

 We currently have 26 

students enrolled from Spanish, 

Filipino and German speaking 

homes.  Some of our population is 

quite mobile, so we are often 

altering schedules and making 

changes.   

 Upon entry into the program 

students are tested in all areas of 

communication including 

listening, speaking, reading and 

writing.  They are tested at the end 

of the year to monitor progress.  

E.S.L students are also expected to 

take the same tests as all other 

students including the Map test 

and State Assessment tests.   

 Veronica Ramos is a 

dependable Para who goes out into 

the classroom to help students.  

After testing is complete, it is 

determined which students have 

the greatest need.  The students 

with the greatest needs are pulled 

out of the regular classroom and 

come to the ESL classroom where 

I assist them.   
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 As our world increasingly 

becomes smaller, we are blessed to 

learn from one another as we blend 

cultures.  

 My greatest reward is when 

students come back to tell me 

thanks, or write a short note of 

thanks after they have done well 

on a test or paper that I have 

helped them with.  Those words of 

thanks warm my heart and make 

any obstacles appear smaller. Yes, 

ñLove in any language is spoken 

here.ò   

 
 

 
 
 

Choir and Band  
By Shara Bane  

 
lmost any day at any time you 

can take a walk through the high 

school hallway and hear some 

kind of music coming from the band or 

choir room.  The 7
th
, 8

th,
 and high school 

bands and choirs are currently preparing 

for a very busy Spring semester.  The 

high school students are presently 

working hard to prepare their songs for 

League Music Festival to take place on 

February 23, 2011, at Southwestern 

Heights.  They also continue to play pep 

band for the basketball games.  The 7
th
 

and 8
th
 graders are preparing for their 

spring concerts, which will take place on 

April 5 and April 26, 2011.  A lot of 

hard work is coming from these groups.  

Great job students! 

 

 
 

 
 

World History and U.S. 

History  
By Dina Johnson  

 

e are halfway through the 

school year, and the students 

have been busy preparing for 

the social studies state assessment tests 

that are scheduled for this spring.  There 

will be two separate tests that are given.  

One of the tests is over World History 

standards and the other exam covers US 

History concepts. 

 In preparation for the World 

History test, students have learned about 

the Renaissance, the Protestant 

Reformation and the Age of Exploration 

in Europe.  In addition, they have 

studied the Muslim Empires that 

developed in mid-eastern Asia, as well 

as the dynasties that took over the Far 

East.  Currently, students are discovering 

the impact of the ideas from the 

Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment 

periods and how they contributed to 

revolutions and change.  All of these 

different eras spanned the 1300s to the 
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1800s.  In the near future, the classes 

will gain knowledge about the effects of 

imperialism on the world and the crisis 

faced by humankind in the 20
th
 Century, 

such as World War I and World War II. 

 The US History classes started 

their study of our nation after the Civil 

War and Reconstruction of the South.  

This year, they have learned about the 

industrialization and urbanization of 

America, which includes the rise of big 

business monopolies controlled by 

robber barons during the Gilded Age.  

Students have identified the problems 

that arose during this period, such as 

corruption, poverty and crime as well as 

the rise of Populists and Progressives 

who attempted to correct the dilemmas 

faced by the rural and urban people.  

Classes have seen the impact of the 

Spanish-American War and World War I 

in helping to make the US a world 

power.  In the next weeks, classes will 

be moving on to the impact of the Great 

Depression, Dust Bowl and World War 

II on America. 

 Time is flying by and I expect 

that the rest of the year will be just as 

productive and as great as the beginning. 
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