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Elementary Music

By Jerry Chrin

tudents in 3rd and 4th grade
S have begun playing the

recorder in music class. This

activity teaches the student
how to read music and at the same
time finger the note on the
instrument and blow through it to
make a sound. Playing an
instrument can be quite a challenge
for some. But we continue to play
two days each week and strive to
better ourselves.

Students in K-3 are learning
how to read and follow music
notation. We clap rhythms and also
place note names on the treble staff.
This will help prepare them to read
music when they reach 3rd grade
and do begin playing the recorder.

Students in all grades are also
learning about the various
instruments found in an orchestra.
Woodwinds, brass, percussion and
strings will all be covered in depth.
Entertaining videos present the
many instruments found in these
families.

Looking ahead: our
elementary spring program will be
Tuesday, April 19.

Four- Year -Old Preschool News
By Brandi Gibson

February

ello from 4 year old preschool!

I hope that you all had a great

Christmas break and are ready
to start the New Year! The kids have
been working hard this last semester on
identifying letters, numbers, shapes and
learning about various animated literacy
characters, learning their names,
identifying sounds associated with their
name, counting to 10nd learning how
to share, play together cooperatively,
and learning how to cut out different
shapes. This month the kids will learn
how to draw shapes, identify numbers 0
5, cut out different shapes, learn the
eight basic colors and start to recognize
color words, learn ordinal numbers and
patterning and learn the letters K, B, and
G as well as the animated literacy
characters that go along with each letter.
The kids will also be reviewing the
concepts of big and little, inside and
outside, beside, indnt of, and behind.
The kids are also learning how to make
simple predictions and test their
predictions by performing simple
science experiments. The kids will also
be decorating their snowmen to hang on
our bulletin board. If you are in the
elementary bilding stop by the prK
bulletin board and see our snowmen!
The kids and their parents always do a
great job on this project! Thank you for
all that you do for/with your children!

1% Grade News
By Miss NeasendMrs. Harn

he year is flying by in the first

grade room. The students are

working hard on their reading
skills and they are doingo well! They

are also getting very good with their
simple addition and subtraction skills.
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We have been having a wonderful time
working on winter actiti i e s .
learned about snow and penguiasd
will soon get to immerse ourselves in
books about Clifford the Big Red Dog.

A special thank you to Laura from the
Farm Bureau for the midessons she
presented to our classes before
Christmas. We had so much fun!

Third Grade News
By Mrs. Flanagan

hird graders are preparing for

state assessments and

intervention groups are getting
ready to start. The students are working
very hard, and enjoying the interactive
and fun lessons. Weestudying
pioneers and Kansas history. The
museum will be presenting information
to us on January 37We are extremely
grateful for all their hard work. The
students are also still working on the
automaticity of their multiplication facts.
If you see dhird grader, quiz them on
any fact, 012!

Middle School News
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ESL News
By Rita Walrod
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~ ove in any language
Weoxe spoken here.

the theme for the
Elkhart Middle School English as
a Second Language program.
Though diverse in our languages,
all cultures communicate through
love and acceptance. Therefore, it
IS my constant endeavor to make
each ESL student feel comfortable,
safe and accepted. Learning is
much more expedient in a safe and
secure environment.

We currently have 26
students enrolled from Spanish,
Filipino and German speaking
homes. Some of our population is
quite mobile, save are often
altering schedules and making
changes.

Upon entry into the program
students are tested in all areas of
communication including
listening, speaking, reading and
writing. They are tested at the end
of the year to monitor progress.
E.S.L stdlents are also expected to
take the same tests as all other
students including the Map test
and State Assessment tests.

Veronica Ramos is a
dependabl®ara who goes out into
the classroom to help students.
After testing is complete, it is
determined with students have
the greatest need. The students
with the greatest needs are pulled
out of the regular classroom and
come to the ESL classroom where
| assist them.
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As our world increasingly

becomes smaller, we are blessed to Great job students!

learn from one another ase blend
cultures.

My greatest reward is when
students come back to tell me
thanks, or writea short note of
thanksafter they have done well
on a test or paper that | have
helped them with. Those words of
thanks warm my heart and make
any obstacles apjar smallerYes,
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hard work is coming from these groups.

High School News
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Choir and Band
By Shara Bane

Imost any day at any time you
A can take a walk through the high

school hallway and hear some
kind of music coming from the band or
choir room. The?, 8™ and high school
bands and choirs are currently preparing
for a very busy Spring semester. The
high school students are presently
working hard to prepare their songs for
League Music Festival to take place on
February 23, 2011, at Southwestern
Heights. They also continue to play pep
band for the basketball games. THe 7
and &" graders are preparing for their
spring concerts, which will take place on
April 5 and April 26, 2011. A lot of

World History and U.S.

History
By Dina Johnson

e are halfway through the
school yearand the students
have been busy preparing for

the social studies state assessment tests
thatare scheduled fahis spring. There

will be two separate tests that are given.
One of the tests is over World History
standards and the other exam covers US
History concepts.

In preparation for the World
History test, students have learned about
the Renaissance, the Protestant
Refarmation and the Age of Exploration
in Europe. In addition, they have
studied the Muslim Empires that
developed in migkastern Asia, as well
as the dynasties that took over the Far
East. Currently, students are discovering
the impact of the ideas from the
Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment
periods and how they contributed to
revolutions and change. All of these
different eras spanned the 1300s to the
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1800s. In the near future, the classes
will gain knowledge about the effects of

imperialism on the wrid and the crisis b g hd
faced by humankind in the ‘E@entury, F@ ﬂ‘jaw Bﬂﬁ ays
such as World War | and World War Il.

The US History classes started

their study of our nation after the Civil Antonia Villa 2/2
War and Reconstruction of the South. Michelle Hanes 2/3
This year, they have learned about the _ _

industialization and urbanization of Julie Davis 214
America, which includes the rise of big Gayla Lawrence 2/4
business monopolies controlled by Jerry Chrin 2/5

robber barons during the Gilded Age.

Students have identified the problems Salvador Alvar ado  2/8

that arose during this period, such as Judith Jenkins 212
corrugion, poverty and crimas wdl as Kent Morrison 2/13
the rise of Populists and Progrgsswes Christie Dixon o6
who attempted to correct the dilemmas

faced by the rural and urban people. Tracy Flanagan 2/21
Classes have seen the impact of the Tammi Bolin 2/23
SpaniskAmerican War and World War | Peggy Horton 2/28

in helping to make the US a world
power. In the next weeksasses will
be moving on to the impact of the Great
Depression, Dust Bowl and World War
Il on America.
Time is flying by and | expect
that the rest of the year will be just as
productive and as great as the beginning.
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Home & School

Working Together for School Success

CONNECTION’

February 2011

Message in

a bottle
The next time your child wants to
give a friend a birthday or holiday
card, suggest this creative alternative.
Have him write a message on a sheet
of paper, roll it up, and slide it inside
a clean plastic bottle. He can decorate
the outside with permanent markers
and stickers.

What if?

Encourage your youngster to think
like a scientist by posing questions
about cause and effect. For example,
ask, “What will happen if you leave a
piece of banana out?” or “What will
happen if you cover the radio speaker
with your hand?” Then, try it and see
what happens.

Smoke-free for me

It will be easier for your child to resist
peer pressure later if you talk regularly
now about the dangers of cigarettes.
For example, if you see someone smok-
ing, quietly mention that cigarettes are
addictive and cause heart and lung dis-
ease. Or point out “No Smoking” signs
and explain that they protect people
from secondhand smoke.

Worth quoting
“Be sure you put your feet in the right

place, then stand firm.” Learning math facts is more fun when your young- )
Abraham Lincoln ster makes a game out of it. Here are two activities
he’ll want to do again and again:
@ ® Using an old jigsaw puzzle, ask your child to
fit three pieces together, turn them over, and
Q: Why shouldn’t you tell a joke 1vrite:m additiop prof)lﬁm on the back (cngvnple:"
while you're ) : 9 +” on one piece, “9” on the next, and “= 18” on
e tleatinie? the third). Have him continue fitting together pieces and
ice-skating? - 2 S
writing more problems. Then, he can mix all the pieces up and
A: Because put the problems back together.
the ice might . ® Together, draw tic-tac-toe grids and write a multiplication problem (8 x 7, 3 x 9) in
crack up! Y) each square. To play, choose a box, solve the problem correctly, and write an X or O
\on top. The first player to get three Xs or Os in a row wins.¥ y

Choosing to behave

Planning ahead, giving
choices, offering alterna-
tives—all are gentle ways
to help your youngster
behave well. Try these sug-
gestions for raising a child
who listens and follows
rules.

Give notice. Children
can take longer than adults
to switch gears. If you ask
your youngster to get ready to
go while she’s in the middle of
a game, she may struggle. When
possible, let her know in advance
what’s going to happen (“You can

play for five more minutes, and then it’s
time to go”). Idea: Develop a special sig-
nal (tap your finger on your wrist, tug
on your ear) to use when you're short
on time.

“You have to stay with me in the mall.
Would you like to walk beside the
stroller or help me push it?”

Suggest solutions. When your
youngster is bored or wants attention,
she’s more likely to misbehave. If she
needs to burn off energy after school, for
example, help her brainstorm a list of
ways to stay active (play outside, dance
to music). Or if she tends to argue with
siblings while you cook, have her help
you make dinner or just keep you com-
pany in the kitchen.¥

Provide choices. Letting your child
make her own decisions can motivate
her to follow the rules. Plus, making
choices will give her a sense of control
over herself as well as practice in deci-
sion making. For example, you can say,

© 2010 Resources for Educators, a division of Aspen Publishers, Inc.
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Many ways to shine

Is your child an expert when it comes
to building model airplanes? Or does he
have a knack for gardening or acting?

Children have many talents—here’s how

you can help your youngster use his to
learn more.
Fix=-it kids

Perhaps your child is good at building

and repairing things. Ask him to help you
assemble shelves or repair a broken picture frame. He’ll

develop logical-thinking and problem-solving skills as he
pitches in at home. You can also encourage him to find wood-
working projects in library books or visit www.howstuffworks
.com to learn how things work.

Teaching teamwork

What does “TEAM” stand for?
“Together, everyone achieves more!”
Teach your child this saying, and then
show her the value of teamwork with
these games.

Floating balloons. Blow up some
balloons. Give one to each person,
stand in a circle, and try to keep all the
balloons in the air. When everyone gets
the hang of it, add another balloon.
Continue adding /

more, and work /
together to . v
\\

keep them all

afloat. Your

youngster will

see the value Ep——
of teamwork! I
Shrinking sheet. Spread a sheet on
the living room floor, and have everyone
stand on top. Without letting anyone
step off, fold the sheet in half. Keep
folding it in half repeatedly, using team-
work to see how small you can make it
while helping each other stay on.¥

O UR P URPOSE

To provide busy parents with practical ideas
that promote school success, parent involvement,
and more effective parenting.

Resources for Educators,
a division of Aspen Publishers, Inc.
128 N. Royal Avenue * Front Royal, VA 22630
540-636-4280 * rfecustomer@wolterskluwer.com
www.rfeonline.com

ISSN 1540-5621

© 2010 Resources for Educators, a division of Aspen Publishers, Inc.

Nature lovers
If your youngster likes the out-
doors, have him research nature
trails and lead your family on a
hike. Or he might plan and plant a
vegetable or flower garden in the
spring. Let him check out field
guides and outdoor magazines from
the library. Understanding how liv-
) ing things grow and what they need
e can help him do well in science.
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Creative minds

A child who enjoys music, art, dance, or theater can explore
opportunities to express his creativity. Encourage him to join
the school chorus or enter art shows. He might also try out for
school or community plays—he’ll practice reading and speak-
ing skills as he memorizes his lines. Or he could use his talents
to develop a new hobby like songwriting, which will build writ-
ing skills that will help him in school.¥

"rI1 .l Steps to project
10 success

PARENT
When our daughter Lucy

had a school assignment to design a poster about a
character trait, she wasn't sure where to begin. My
husband explained to her that he starts his work
projects by listing the steps involved.

Lucy thought that was a good plan, so she wrote: 1. Pick a trait. 2. Do research. 3. Get
supplies. 4. Make a poster. 1 suggested that she add a due date for each part to keep her-
self on track. Focusing on one step at a time helped Lucy relax and come up with ideas.

First, she browsed library books and chose friendship as her topic. For research,
she interviewed friends about what friendship meant to them and took their pictures.
Then, she gathered materials, including poster board, glue, and markers. Finally, she
put each photo on her poster and wrote what the person said underneath.

Lucy actually finished her poster early, and she was happy with her grade. Best of
all, the project went smoothly, and she learned a new way to handle assignments.¥

It’s all history!

Your youngster might think of history
as only something that happened a long
time ago. Help bring it to life for him
with these ideas:

still be important many years from now
(scientific discoveries, new laws).

® Have your youngster talk to older fam-
ily members or friends about history
they've lived through. If he has studied
Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a
Dream” speech or America’s first
moon landing, he can learn
more details—and imagine
what it was like to be
there—by hearing from
people who remember
seeing or reading about
the events when they
happened.¥

® Show your child that peo-
ple are still making history.
Write, “This week in his-
tory...” on a strip of
paper, and put it on a
bulletin board or the
refrigerator. Encourage
family members to post
newspaper and maga-
zine articles about
events they think will
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