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USD 218 Elkhart and High Plains 

Educational Cooperative are offering 

free Early Childhood Screenings for 

preschool children ages 3-5 years. 

 

The following areas will be screened: 

¶ Vision / Hearing 

¶ Speech / Language 

Development 

¶ Cognitive / Educational 

Skills 

¶ Social Development 

¶ Adaptive / Self Help Skills 

¶ Fine and Gross Motor Skills 

 

To find out more 

about your childôs 

development schedule 

a screening with your 

local Early Childhood 

Specialist. 

 

For more information and to schedule 

a screening contact Janie Shelden at 

Elkhart Elementary 697-2133. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Books for 

Elementary Media Center 

 
We have received some new 

books for the library that include 

Scooby Doo series, Curious George 

easy readers, Ant Hill series,  Fancy 

Nancy series, and a Max and Mo 

series.  For older elementary students 

we have Runaway Dolls by Ann M . 

Martin, Katie Kazoo series by Nancy 

Krulik, and No Girls Allowed: Tales 

of Daring Women by Susan Hughes, 

plus many more. 

 

Our 

library skills 

classes a re 

going well.  

The second 

graders are 

finding 

books on the shelves with only the 

call number and the title. Learning the 

parts of a book is keeping the third 

graders busy while fourth graders are 

using a game to reinforce their ability 

to use the almanac. 

 

Parents are welcome to come to 

the visit the library at anytime.  If you 

would like to help your child pick out 

a book, I encourage you to do that.   

Come in and see all the new, exciting 

books we have in our library! 
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Kindergarten News 

January 2010 

By Dana Perdue 
 

ñOde to the New Yearò 

 

Dashing through Kindergarten, 

With our class of fifty friends. 

Oôer the curriculum we travel, 

Getting smarter without end. 

 

Bells of the New Year ring, 

To tell us itôs 2010. 

One-half of the school yearôs over, 

Weôre ready to begin again. 

 

Oh . . . Here we are, 

Kindergarteners, 

Doing our very best. 

Every day weôre good you know, 

Our teachers will confess.  Yes! 

 

Here we are, Kindergarteners, 

Learning many things. 

Five months will zip by very soon, 

And then weôll know everything. 

 

Happy New Year!  
 

Classes going well for 

the Elementary Media 

Center 
 

By Retta Eiland 

 

Our library skills classes are 

going well.  The second graders 

are finding books on the shelves 

with only the call number and the 

title.  Next they will begin to use 

the encyclopedia and write a 

paragraph over what they have 

read.  Learning the parts of a book 

and dictionary skills is keeping the 

third graders busy while fourth 

graders are using a game to 

reinforce their ability to use the 

almanac. First grade classes have 

looked at ten different versions of 

There was an Old Lady Who 

Swallowed a Fly and are now 

writing their own version of the 

story. Kindergarten classes are still 

working on book care, and we read 

different books and then retell the 

story using 

puppets.  

Parents are 

welcome to come 

to the visit the 

library at anytime.  

If you would like to 

help your child 

pick out a book, I 

encourage you to do that.   Come 

in and see all the exciting books 

we have in our library! 

 

2
nd

 Grade News 

 
By Eudon Dutton and Lorrie 

Wright 

 

Second graders were busy before 

Christmas Break learning about 

regrouping with addition and 
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subtraction.  Our small group math 

is going great.  We are seeing 

tremendous results in our studentsô 

progress.  As we get back into the 

swing of 

things, we will 

be kicking off 

January with 

Kansas 

History.  We 

will also be learning about the 

Chinese New Year and celebrating 

our 100
th
 day of school.  We would 

like to continue to stress the 

importance of math facts.  

Students should be able to answer 

math facts by the second.   We 

hope everyone had a restful 

Holiday Season. 

Happy New Year from Mrs. 

Dutton, Mrs. Wright, and the 

Second Graders! 

 

4
th

 GRADE NEWS 

 
Teachers:  Mrs. Harn and Mr. 

Morrison 

 

We have enjoyed our 

holidays and are ready to get back 

into the swing of things.   

During the last nine weeks, 

Mrs. Harn and Mr. Morrison kept 

the students busy reading about 

Early Life in America.  Both 

classes read Bound 

for Oregon.  They 

have also read 

many other 

books about the Civil War  period 

in reading groups.   

In math Mrs. Harn is 

teaching the students about: 

different forms of graphing, 

multiplication and division.  We 

are having a great time with our 

problem solving activities during 

our math lesson.  4
th
 graders will 

definitely keep busy and keep 

learning while we begin to prepare 

for tests in the spring. 

In science the students have 

moved from Life Science to Earth 

Science with Mr. Morrison.  The 

students continue to enjoy the 

Investigations that go alone with 

each lesson.  Some of their 

favorites have been the Food 

Chains and Making Sedimentary 

Rock.  

 

 
 

 

 

Middle School Library News 

 
By Retta Eiland 

 

Weôve been really busy in the 

Elkhart Middle School Library.  

Fifth and sixth grade writing 

rotation students are finishing up 

their poem books and working on 

illustrations.  We plan to have 

them completed by Dec. 18
th
 and 

sent in to the publisher.  Hopefully 
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they will be returned to us the 

middle of January. 8
th
 grade Social 

Studies students have been in 

researching Lewis and Clark 

expedition 

and 

working 

on writing 

a journal.  

 

William Allen White Award books 

(An award given by the children of 

Kansas to two authors each year) 

are on display in the library.  After 

reading three of the books on the 

list, students can then vote on their 

favorite.  To encourage 

participation, I am putting their 

name into a drawing each time 

they read one book!  Please 

encourage your child to take a look 

at those books and enter the 

contest. 

 

When I went to Library 

Conference in Topeka, Gumdrop 

gave our library a few books for 

science fair research.  These 

include Rocks, Minerals, and Soil 

by Susan Meredith; Reducing the 

Carbon Footprint by Anne 

Rooney; and Wind Power: Energy 

Now and in the Future by Neil 

Morris.  Also we received several 

other books from them including 

Investing by Jessica Morrison, and 

The Boston Red Sox by Sloan 

MacRae.  

 

Any book that your child wants to 

read may now be on the 

Accelerated Reading program. Just 

go to www.arbookfind.com and 

find out. 

 

Calling all 7
th

 and 8
th
 Grade 

Students 

By Karen Jones  

 

It is just around the corner, Middle 

School Quiz bowl season. Looking 

for any 7
th
 or 8

th
 grade student that 

is interest in competing against 

other league middle schools in a 

test of their knowledge. Students 

are given a set amount of time to 

answer questions in the areas of 

Math, Science, Social Studies, 

Language Arts, Fine Arts, Spor ts, 

Current events, and Miscellaneous  

us. An informational meeting will 

be held January 6
th
 at 3:00 in the 

library pit. 

Practice will 

begin January 

12, 2010.   

 

The season 

will kick off 

here in Elkhart on February 8, 

2010. Other dates include: 

Satanta  February 11 

Hugoton   February 23 

Sublette   February 25 

SWH   March 9 

Plus more to follow. 

For more information or questions 

contact Mrs. Jones in the High 

School. 

http://www.arbookfind.com/
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High School Physical Science 

Courses 

 

By Travis Johnson 

 

 To start the second semester 

Physical Science will be finishing 

up introduction to chemistry by 

looking at chemical reactions.  We 

will be balancing equations and 

making sure all students know the 

periodic table and symbols for the 

elements.  Chemistry will start the 

new year 

using 

Avogadroôs 

number and 

mole 

conversions 

in chemical 

reactions.  

This gets us 

ready to be able to do 

stoichiometry in the next coming 

chapters, which is a main focus in 

most college chemistry courses.  

Last, Physics will be looking at 

adding vectors for motion in two 

dimensions which combines a little 

bit of college algebra and 

trigonometry into the problems.   

 

 

News from Language Arts and 

Yearbook 

 

By Penny Forbes 

 

To say the least, English has 

been an adventure this year in all 

of my classes.  The sophomores 

have had to decide whether to 

jettison an innocent girl into outer 

space, shoot a coyote, kiss a girl or 

catch a fish, become a prodigy, or 

turn their backs on 

their dog and 

leave him when 

they move.  The 

English IV 

students have fought magic beasts, 

dragons, the devil, gone on a 

pilgrimage, read Scottish dialect, 

and learned all about sonnets and 

Macbeth.  The comp. I kids have 

figured out how to survive in a 

college class while learning about 

interacting with society.  They too 

have fought dragons, beasties, and 

magic critters.  How can we do 

this in Elkhart, Kansas?  In 

Literature, of course!  The 

Language Arts classes have 

worked very hard to sharpen their 

reading and writing skills; I am 

pleased with the progress they 

have made so far this year.   

Yearbook has been a 

challenge because we acquired 

three new staff members.  Once 

again, we traveled to a workshop 

in Garden City this fall and got a 

lot of new ideas.  The 2008-2009 




