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Grade School News
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ELEMENTARY SPRING
PROGRAM APRIL 19
By Jerry Chrin

he Elkhart Elementary School

will present its Spring pragm

on Tuesday, April 19. The
program will begin at 7:00PM in the
EHS auditorium. The thenthis year is
HEROES ALL. The world is full of
heroes - those living and those who
have gone on before us to pave the way.
Each of them has accomplished
remarlable feats with courage, dignity,
and honor.

Students will need to have the
following clothes for the concert:

Kindergarteri White shirt or top

1%' & 3" - Red shirt or top

2" & 4™ - Navy Blue shirt or
top.

No special pants needed, thno
shorts. No sandals, croes flip-flops.
HEROES ALL promises to be an
enjoyable, learning adventure for our
students and our audience alike. Please
come to watch and hear our young
students as they pay tribute to our
heroes.

Elementary Library and Media
Center
By Retta Eiland

e celebrated
anniversary of his birthday
the week of March-411. A

description of one
characters was read on the intercom each
morning. Students would guess the
character and one winner from each

Dr
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class was drawn each dajhe winners
received a free paperback book. In
library classes, we talked about Dr.
Seusso6 | ife with
aloud some of his shorter stories. All

al

students received a Green Eggs and Ham

bookmark. Now everyone wants to
check out a DrSeuss book!

The Elementary Media Center
also plans to celebrate reading with
several activities and contests during
National Library Week in April. Reading
IS so important; please encourage your
child to read!

Our library skills classes are
going well. Rrst grade are getting
comfortable in the library and becoming
independent users. We are learning the
difference between Fiction and
Nonfiction. The second graders are
being introduced to basic reference
books such as encyclopedias,
dictionaries, atlasesnd almanacs.

After interventions are finished, the third
graders will be working finding answers
in the encyclopedia, and the fourth
graders will be talking about different
genres in literature.

The Elementary Media Center
has checked out 12,105 booksfar this
year! READ! READ! READ!

Kindergarten News

The school year is flyin
to believe that itds spr
students are also flying d&flying high
‘with §,n%rbﬂ/%rﬁi 2 Iove%fgr I &rnrhg.

When we, the teachers, look back to
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A kindergartener needs routine,
consistency, boundaries, repetition,
and heaps of love and patience. These
are just some of the things upon
which we concentrate.
only young oleayowared6 but
young, habits and practices must be
| earned. Our school
Child Learns, 6 is the
aiming toward. Therefore, we will
continually help you practice doing
your best each day.

Congratulations,
Kindergarteners!! We are so proud of
you. We see:
~ your eagerness
~ your willingness to try and not give
up
~ how youore
players
~ your excitement every time you
succeed
~ your kindness as you relate to your
friends
~ your laughter and your smiles.
BRAVO!

We love you, and the 1% grade
teachers will be lucky ducks to have
you next year. J
Happy Spring!

Mrs. Horton and Ms. Perdue
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NEWS FROM THE 2yp GRADERS
By Mrs.Wright and Mrs. Dutton
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ow i tods haprig t
is here. This has been a fast
but very rewarding school

year for us. The students will be working
harqg on some Spring writing projects
this%n%r?th. YO

Wh i Ag the year wraps up, we will be
studying about butterflies in which we
Wil b watchirg he méetamphosis
peessl! livevineouraclassroom with our
very own butterflies.

We are trying to put together an
end of the year in town adventure to
reward the students for all their hard
work and effort this yearWe are very
proud of our second graders and have
lot of confidence in knowing they are the
light of the future.

t o

4'e GRADEMNEWS
Teachers: MsWray and Mr. Morrison

s. Wray and Mr.

Morrison have kept

the students busy
reading with a theme of
animals. Both classesad
Mrs. Frisbyand the Rats of
Nimh. Theyhave also read
many other books about
animalsin readng groups.

In math, the students just
finished a unit on measuring.
They learned how to convert
units, how to measure to the
nearest ¥ inch, and how to
determine if a meaurement is
reasonable. They are now

o
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starting long division and are
very excited!

In science the students
have been studying Earth
Science with Mr. Morrison.
The students continue to enjoy
theinvestigations that go
along with each lesson. We
will fi nish the year studying
Physical Science. Students
will have many hands on
experiments to enjoy in
Physical Science.

News From the Middle School

Elkhart Middle School
Interrelated Classroom

epending upon the time of

the day, you will observe a

variety of activities in the
Interrelated Classroom at Elkhart
Middle School. We begin our day
by reciting the Pledge of
Allegiance and listening to
morning announcements.
Mornings are very busy in our
room. Mrs. Julie Davis teaches
three guided reading sections with
fifth and sixth gade students. This
year weobve
Greek mythology, and the
Medieval Ages. Our theme for the
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fourth quarter will be the
Renaissance. After reading
rotations, several students receive
remedial instruction for reading
and math.

Througlout the day you
may see small group instruction as
well as individual instruction in
our classroom. Several seventh
and eighth grade students are
enrolled in a Target time in which
they come to the interrelated
classroom to complete their
homework and resive additional
guided practice and instruction
from very capable paraducators
who include Kathy Chrin, Vivian
Warner, and Donna Whisennand.
These paras also support students
in general education classes.
Students have been taking state
assessments; tingreliminary
scores show that they have learned
and are applying many new skills
in both reading and math.
We appreciate so much those
parents who encourage their sons
and daughters to complete their
homework and be prepared for
school and who help tivechildren
study for tests and complete
special projects.

Submitted by Julie Davis, Special
Education Teacher

News Ffontthe High School

High Library Media Center
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By Steph Murray

Cat Talk
he Library Media Center
has been a busy place this
year withEnglish research

papers, socialtgdies papers,

required reading, computer check
outs, tutoringand generallynuch
activity coming and going
throughout the day.

| like to keep new books, both

fiction and noHfiction, coming in

throughout the school yeao

there will continually be new

material for the students and

teachers. The job of finding books
that the students can enjoy reading
for pleasure and those that are

useful for research is always a

challenge. A fiction series that the

girls have really enjoyed this year
is calledThe TueColorsSeries.

These books deal with problems

that face teenagers today and help

resolve the problems in a positive
way. The Hunger Gamds

another series that has been

popular this year and is a futuristic

story centered on a game to the
death. Othenew books are:

Sisters of the Quilta triology,The

Mediator Series Degrees of Guilt

Series, the graphic nov8titches,

Sarah DeskKeepngthe b o

moon,to hame a few. Some of the

nonfiction books we have

receivel are Dave Ramsey: the

Money Makeoverthe thirteen

volume set ofsreat World Writers

of the Twentieth Century,

April

Presidents and Their Times, The
Energy Crisis, The Federal Budget
Deficit, Should the U.S. Close Its
Borders Gay Marriage,
Censorship, and Genetic
Disorders.

We were verydrtunate this
month; Mr. Wynn head of the
technology departmenas able
to purchase a flat screen television
and bluray player for the high
school library. This unit will be
available for teachers to check out
and will allow them to introduce
new tecimology irto their
classrooms.

The end of the year is
always a time of exciteemt. Prom
Is around the cornewe get to be
outside again for sporting events;
graduation is coming fasind the
beginning of summer vacation is
near. With all this in mindye
needto stay focusednd stay
positive.

The FFA has been very busy this year
with convention, meetings, fundraisers,
and working with the animals. The
Elkhart CQOP was very generous and
sponsored the stitching on the Carhart
Jackets the members alear. Kali
Hoskinson sent the following letter to
tlae lg:OOP to thank them for their
generosity.

Dear Ceop Board Members:
The Elkhart FFA members would like to

thank the Elkhart Gap for sponsoring
the stitching on the Carhart Jackets this
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year. We wald also like to thank you
for your continued support of the Elkhart
FFA chapter. Thanks again from the

Elkhart FFA members.

Cordially,
Kali Hoskinson

April Birthdays

Susan Carey
Andy Bane
Keeli Smith
Wanda Ray
Ruth Fowler

4/1
4/1
4/1
4/2
4/2
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Cruz Moreno
Leticia Gonzalez
Peggy Overstreet
Kathy Chrin

April Kimberly
Gary Page

4/6

4/10
4/16
4/16
4/19
4/25

April

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
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Working Together for School Success

CONNECTION’

April 2011

Yard sales

Take advantage of yard
sales to stock up on learning supplies
like books, blocks, and magnetic let-
ters. Also consider materials that your
child can sort and count (beads, mar-
bles). Look for board games, too.
Even if pieces are missing, they will
probably have items she can use
(dice, pretend money).

Good attendance

As the weather warms up and sum-
mer is on the way, your child might
ask to stay home. A simple reply
(“It’s important to be in school every
day”) shows him that good atten-
dance is important. After school,
plenty of outside playtime will help
him fight spring fever and stay fit.

Earning trust

Ask your child to name an honest
person (best friend, uncle). Point out
that she probably trusts that person
because he tells the truth regularly.
Explain that it’s important to be
honest all the time so she can earn
others’ trust.

Worth quoting

“Courage is what it takes to stand up
and speak. Courage is also what it
takes to sit down and listen.”
Winston Churchill

) JUST FOR FUN_2

Q: If you were locked in a car with a
hammer, what would you do?

A: Unlock the door.

© 2011 Resources for Educators, a division of CCH Incorporated

As a parent, you want your
child to be happy and safe, and
that is one reason it’s so dis-
turbing to hear about bullying.
Here are answers to commonly
asked questions that can help
you deal with this problem.

Q: What’s the difference
between bullying and teasing?

A: Sometimes it’s not easy
to tell. Usually bullying is
ongoing. One person threatens,
hurts, or embarrasses another
repeatedly over a period of time. Also,
a bully is more powerful than the child
he’s bothering— he may be bigger or
older or have more friends. Teasing,
although it can be hurtful, often takes
place between friends or equals.

Help for bullying

e feels that way, and help her
put her feelings in perspective. (“She
does have pretty hair—what do you like
about you?”)

Q: What should I do if my youngster
tells me she’s being bullied?

A: First, listen carefully and take her
seriously. Then, talk about strategies to
handle bullying. Since most bullying
takes place when a youngster is alone,
encourage her to play with other chil-
dren at recess, sit near the bus driver, or
stay with a group at lunch. Note: Let her
know that you will meet with her teacher
s0 he is aware of what’s going on.¥

Q: How can I reduce my child’s chances
of being bullied?

A: A child with a healthy dose of self-
esteem is less likely to be picked on.
Encourage your youngster to spend time
with people who make her feel good,
such as a friend she enjoys laughing
with. Also, notice if your child puts her-
self down (“I'm not pretty like Sara”).

Learning new words is an adventure. Show your
child how much fun vocabulary building can be
with these activities.

Write acrostics. Have your youngster write a
word vertically on graph paper, one letter per box. Then, work
together to use each letter as the first letter of a new word. The trick? Try to relate
each word to his original word—that will help him remember its meaning. Exam-
ple: For SPHERE, you might write sun, Ping-Pong ball, head, earth, round, equator.
Keep a word journal. Encourage family members to add interesting words
and their definitions to a shared notebook. Suggest that your child use words he
learns in school or reads in books. Idea: He can find a new word a day on the

\ Daily Buzzword page at www.wordcentral.com.¥ y




Cat Talk

Home & School connecTIoON®

Page8 April

April 2011 * Page 2

Experimenting
with water

It's in the sky, in the sink, and even
in your youngster’s breath. It's water!
Try these science activities to show
your child the different forms that
our most common liquid can take.

Condensation

Clouds form in the sky because of condensa-
tion. Your youngster can see condensation for himself by
standing close to a mirror, taking a deep breath, and exhaling.

No more
zeroes

Last quarter, my daughter didn’t do a
few homework assignments. She didn’t
think the zeroes she received were a big
deal—until she got her report card.

I explained how averages work. If she
got three 100s and one zero, her average
would be 75, or a C. I had her write
down the math (100 + 100 + 100 + 0
= 300, and 300 + 4 = 75). She was
surprised to see how much
just one zero could
affect her grade.

Then, I helped
her come up with
a plan. In class,
she writes down
each assignment
as it’s given. At
the end of the
day, she reads
the list and
gathers the
materials she
needs. At home, we review the list
together, she does the work, and 1 glance
over it to be sure it’s finished. Finally,
she checks off each assignment on her
sheet as she turns it in.

So far this quarter, my daughter hasn’t
gotten any zeroes, and we're hoping for
better grades on her next report card.¥

Io provide busy parents with practical ideas
uccess, parent involvement,
arenting,

that promote schoo
and more effecti
Resources for Educators,
a division of CCH Incorporated
128 N. Royal Avenue * Front Royal, VA 22630
540-636-4280 * rfecustomer@wolterskluwer.com
www.rfeonline.com
ISSN 1540-5621

© 2011 Resources for Educators, a division of CCH Incorporated

A circle of steam will appear on the
mirror— that’s condensation.

It forms because his breath
contains water vapor, and when it
hits the cool mirror, tiny droplets
of water form. Can he find other
examples of condensation? (Exam-

ples: fogged-up car window, steam
coming out of a whistling teakettle.)

Surface tension
How many marbles can your child add to a

full glass of water? Have him fill a glass all the way to the

top with water. Then, ask him to gently drop marbles into the

water, one at a time. He should carefully watch what happens.

The water will rise into an oval shape above the rim before

eventually spilling over. You can explain that the molecules in
water cling together, which creates something called surface
tension. This causes a “skin” to form on top that keeps the

water from dribbling out.%

coene
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Money for chores?

Q: Some families we know give their children an allowance
in exchange for doing chores. Is this a good idea?

A:

Many parents give an allowance so their children

for a different reason. They help youngsters learn
responsibility, and they let family members work
together to take care of a household. Since the two
(allowance and chores) aren’t really related, it may
make more sense to keep them separate.

Paying your child for chores could also have unexpected results. When he doesn’t
feel like washing the dishes, for instance, he might decide to take a pay cut.

If you decide to give your youngster an allowance, tell him that he can count on it
each week. Also, when you assign a chore, let him know you're counting on him to
do the job so your household runs smoothly.%

B R Y
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each your

child to pay attention to details with this
autobiographical art project.

My self-portrait

While looking closely at her reflection,
she can sketch the outline of her face on
a piece of paper. Then, still glancing at
her reflection, she can add her features.
Encourage her to notice details such as
the placement of her eyes, the
width of her nose and mouth,

and the arch of her eyebrows.
Finally, have her use crayons
to color in her eyes, lips and
cheeks, and add hair.

Tip: Remind her that a
portrait doesn’t have to look
like a photograph—that’s
what cameras are for. Her
self-portrait is her creation.¥

Materials: mirror, lipstick or dry-erase
marker, paper, pencil, crayons

Ask your youngster to study her
reflection in the mirror. Talk about the
shape of her face—is it round,
oval, or heart shaped?
Hint: Let her use lip-
stick or a dry-erase
marker to outline her
face’s reflection on the
mirror so she can see the

shape clearly.
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Trabajando juntos para el éxito escolar (:C)NNECTK)N®

Abril de 2011

B“:E"AESS Ventas de garaje

Aproveche las ventas de
garaje para abastecerse de materiales que
facilitan aprender como libros, bloques

y letras imantadas. Considere también
materiales que su hija pueda organizar y
contar (abalorios, bolitas de vidrio). Bus-
quen también juegos de mesa. Aunque
les falten algunas piezas seguro que tie-
nen componentes que su hija puede usar
(dados, dinero de juguete).

Buena asistencia

Con la llegada del buen tiempo y el ve-
rano a la vuelta de la esquina, quizi su
hijo le pregunte si se puede quedar en
casa. Una sencilla respuesta (“Es im-
portante que vayas todos los dias al
colegio”) le daré a entender que la asis-
tencia regular a la escuela es indispen-
sable. Jugar al aire libre un buen rato
después de clase le ayudara a combatir
la inquietud de la primavera y a mante-
nerse en forma.

Ganarse la confianza
Digale a su hija que le mencione a al-
guien sincero que conoce (su mejor
amigo, un tio). Indiquele que quiza
confia en esa persona porque sistemati-
camente dice la verdad. Expliquele a su
hija que es importante que sea siempre
sincera para lograr ganarse la confianza
de los demis.
Vale la pena citar

“El valor es lo que se necesita para po-
nerse de pie y hablar. El valor es tam-
bién lo que se necesita para sentarse
y escuchar”. Winston Churchill

SIMPLEMENTE €OMICO

P: Si estuvieras encerrado en un auto
con un martillo,
¢qué harias?

R: Abrir la
puerta.

| I

© 2011 Resources for Educators, a division of CCH Incorporated

Ayuda para el acoso

Como padres, ustedes quieren
que su hija sea feliz y no corra peli-
8ro y por esta razén es tan preocu-
pante oir hablar del acoso escolar.

He aqui respuestas a preguntas fre-
cuentes que quiza les ayuden a hacer
frente a este problema.

P: ;Qué diferencia hay entre el
acoso y las burlas?

R: A veces no es ficil distinguirla.
Por lo general el acoso es algo cons-
tante. Una persona amenaza, hiere o
averglienza a otra repetidamente a lo
largo de un perfodo de tiempo. Asi mismo,
un acosador es alguien mas poderoso que perspectiva. (“Ella tiene el cabello muy bo-
el nifio al que intimida porque es m4s cor-  nito: ;qué tienes tt lindo?™)
pulento, mayor o tiene mas amigos. Las
burlas, aunque hacen dano, suelen produ-
cirse entre iguales o amigos.

P: ¢Qué deberia hacer si mi hija me dice
que estd siendo acosada?

R: En primer lugar, esctichela con aten-

P: ¢Como puedo limitar la probabilidad cién y témese en serio lo que le cuenta. A
de que mi hija sea acosada? continuacién, comente con ella estrategias

R: Es mds dificil intimidar a un nifio que ~ para enfrentarse al acoso. Como la mayoria
posee una dosis sana de autoestima. Anime  de los acosos se producen cuando un nifio
a su hija a que pase tiempo con gente con la  estd solo, anime a su hija a que juegue con

que se sienta bien, por ejemplo una amiga otros nifios durante el recreo, se siente cerca
con la que se ria a gusto. Observe si su hija del conductor del autobtis o se quede con
se hace de menos (“No soy tan linda como un grupo durante el almuerzo. Nota: Expli-
Sara”). Preglintele por qué se siente asi y quele que se va a reunir con su maestro
ayldela a contemplar sus sentimientos con para informarle de lo que sucede. ¥

Un vocabulario mas amplio

Aprender palabras nuevas es toda una aventura.
Enséiele a su hijo lo divertido que puede ser ampliar
su vocabulario en inglés con estas actividades.
Escribir acrésticos. Digale a su hijo que escriba
una palabra en vertical en papel cuadriculado, una
letra por cuadricula. A continuacién intenten usar cada letra como
la inicial de una nueva palabra. ¢El truco? Procuren relacionar cada palabra con el
término original, eso contribuird a que su hijo recuerde el significado. Ejemplo: para
SPHERE podrian escribir sun, ping-pong ball, head, earth, round, equator.

Diario de palabras. Anime a los miembros de su familia a que afiadan palabras
interesantes a una libreta comun. Sugiérale a su hijo que emplee palabras que apren-
da en la escuela o lea en libros. Idea: Puede encontrar un término nuevo cada dia en
\la pagina titulada “Daily Buzzword” de www.wordcentral.com. % J







