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Kindergarten News 

By Bobbie Horton and Dana 

Perdue 

 

e, the class of 2022, 

welcome you to our 

kindergarten school 

year.  Preschool is over for us, and 

now, we get to stay at school all 

day long just like our older 

brothers and sisters.  Itôs pretty 

cool.  Our teachers this year are 

Mrs. Horton and Miss Perdue, and 

our helpers are Mrs. Moncada and 

Mrs. Stroud.   

 

Each morning when we come to 

school, we say our school pledge 

and our flag salute.  We are 

pledging to be good students and 

make good choices.  Our teachers 

have been teaching us all the 

routines, procedures, and rules we 

need to know.  That way we can 

make better choices and not have 

to sit on the sidewalk at recess 

time.   

 

We learned our letters in 

preschool, but we have to keep 

practicing them.  Every Monday, 

Mrs. Horton and Miss Perdue tell 

us a story to go with our new 

letter.  Our teachersô acting is kind 

of silly sometimes, but we like the 

stories and itôs helping us learn the 

sounds.  Every letter has its own 

song and its own hand sign.  That 

makes our brain think and 

remember.  Then we can hook the 

sounds together and make words.  

And, did you know that words 

make sentences?  Awesome stuff.  

 

Every morning when we do our 

calendar time, we do lots of Math.  

We have to do something called 

place value.  Itôs helping us see 

how many days weôve been in 

school.  Weôre learning words like 

ñtensò and ñones.ò  Some 

mornings, we have to answer 

questions and make a graph.  We 

also ñestimateò things in a jar.  On 

Fridays, we get to find out if our 

estimation was close or not.  Weôre 

learning a poem to help us 

remember all the coins and how 

much they are worth.  And on top 

of that, we have to count and 

practice writing our numbers.   

 

Whew!  Thereôs a 

lot to learn when 

you are in 

kindergarten.  But, 

we havenôt told you 

about the coolest 

thing ever - we have THREE 

recesses every day.  You canôt beat 

that.  See ya next time! 
 

 

 

 

 

W 
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4
th

 GRADE NEWS 
Teachers:  Mrs. Harn and Mr. Morrison 

 

t is hard to believe that we 

have been in school for seven 

weeks now?  Time does fly.   

The students started the year off 

with a bang at water day and loved 

every minute of it.  We were very 

fortunate to have great weather for 

the event.  It is now time to start 

thinking about cooler weather. 

 

Mrs. Harn and Mr. Morrison are 

keeping the students busy reading 

about immigrants coming to 

America.  Both classes read The 

Orphan of Ellis Island.  They have 

also read many other books about 

immigrants in reading groups. 

 

In math Mrs. Harn is teaching the 

students about: place value, 

rounding, addition, subtraction and 

problem solving.   

 

In science the students are learning 

about: safety in science, a world of 

living things, animal and plant 

cells with Mr. Morrison.  About 

half of the students chose to make 

a model of a cell out of gelatin and 

candy.  This model represented the 

different parts a cell has.  It ended 

up being a tasty treat for those who 

made the model.  
 

 

 

 
Elementary Media Center 

By Retta Eiland 

 

he library is open, and 

everyone is checking out 

books! The first grade 

students and second grade students 

are learning the importance of 

caring for books and finding their 

way around the library.  Third 

grade students are studying parts 

of a title page to prepare for using 

the card catalog. Melvil Dewey 

and the Dewey Decimal system is 

the subject for fourth grade 

students. This year Kindergartens 

are coming in for library lessons 

every other week.  Of course, 

children can check out books every 

day. 

 

We have many new books with 

CDôs this year for teachers to use 

in the classroom with listening 

centers. Also we have added these 

new books as well as many others 

to the collection: Big Bad Wolves 

at School by Krensky, Donôt be 

Silly, Mrs. Millie by Cox, and 

Please Bury Me in the Library by 

Lewis.  For the older students we 

have the following: Piper Reed 

series by Holt and Ivy + Bean 

series by Barrows. 

 

Parents are always welcome to 

come in and browse. That way you 

know what is available and can 

encourage your child to read. 

I T 
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Also during Cats program, the 

students have two centers in the 

library afterschool where they read 

and participate in various 

activities.  
 

Elementary Music 

Grade School Programs 

 

he Elkhart Grade School 

will present two major 

music programs this year.  

The winter holiday program will 

be Tuesday, December 15.  The 

concert will be I NEED A LITTLE 

CHRISTMAS VACATION. 

 

The spring program is listed 

incorrectly in the school calendar.  

It will not be May 13 as shown.  

The grade school spring program 

will be Tuesday, APRIL 13. Our 

grade school spring concert will 

feature songs from movies and TV 

shows. 

 

Please note the change for the 

spring program:  April 13, 2010. 
 

2
nd

 Grade News 

Eudon Dutton and Lorrie Wright 

 

ctivities are in full swing 

in the second grades.  

Second graders have been 

studying about oceans.  They will 

be doing some interesting 

activities with apples and nutrition 

with some help from Mrs. 

Overstreetôs students at the high 

school and Crystal Bashford at the 

county extension office. 

 

M.A.P.tests will be given to all 

students early in October.  Test 

results will help second grade 

teachers plan instruction to address 

areas of weakness and help 

students to progress academically. 

Both classes will be learning 

about the explorer, Christopher 

Columbus, early in October.  They 

will be studying some famous and 

not so famous fairytales toward the 

end of the month.  Lots of exciting 

things are happening in second 

grade.  

 
 

 

 

 

Middle School Physical Education 

By Lana Daves 

 

he 5th and 6th graders have 

taken full advantage of their 

time away from the 

classroom to exert their energy.  

We started off playing flag football 

and have moved in to playing 

badminton.  This year we have 

Terrell Giddens teaching the 

T 

A T 
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Hunter Safety Course to our 6th 

grade students that are interested in 

taking the class.  Many of our 

students have taken advantage of 

this opportunity.  It is a great class 

and we thank Terrell for his time 

and dedication to our students. 
 

 

 

 

High School ESL and Physical 

Education 

By Lana Daves 

 

e have 36 students in 

our ESL program this 

year.  That includes our 

foreign exchange students.  This 

year we have four young men and 

one young lady.  They come to us 

from Hong Kong, Japan, and 

Belgium.  We are glad to have 

each one of them here with us this 

year. 

 

High School Physical Education is 

off to a great start.  We have been 

taking advantage of the cool 

mornings and have been out 

walking on the track.  We have 

also enjoyed a few rounds of 

badminton and volleyball.  Mr. 

Pageôs Drivers Education class 

will be joining us soon.  Those 

students that are not driving on a 

given day will be coming to Phys. 

Ed.  We are looking forward to the 

growth, which will allow us to do 

some different activities. 

News from the Counselorôs 

Office 

By Robin Koonce 

 

  Parenting Isnôt Easyé 

 

hy canôt children come 

with an ownerôs 

manual?  As parents, we 

have all had this thought at one 

time or another.  Are we doing the 

right thing?  Making the best 

choices for our children?  There is 

no definitive 

answer to 

these 

questions as 

each family 

has its own 

values and 

what is right for your child is a 

uniquely individual choice.  That 

being said, there are a few things 

we can think about when 

considering our lessons as parents. 

 

Probably the most efficient way to 

teach our children is to model the 

behavior you want to see in them.  

If we want them to rise to a 

challenge, then they need to see us 

challenging ourselves.  If we want 

them to persevere through 

difficulties, then we need to stick 

with our own problems and solve 

them in a positive, healthy manner.  

Life is an ongoing process and 

hopefully we will never stop 

learning and improving ourselves.  

Our children need to see that we 

W 

W 
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are all students of some kind and 

that we, as adults, donôt always 

know the right answer, but we are 

willing to search for it. 

 

We need to choose to be active in 

our childrenôs lives, encouraging 

in their schoolwork, and 

enthusiastic about the new 

beginnings our students face.  We 

need to be willing to take 

responsibility for our own actions 

and teach our kids to do the same.  

We also need to teach them that 

they will be faced with choices for 

the rest of their lives and it is 

important to weigh those choices, 

consider the options, and make the 

choice most likely to produce 

positive results.  And possibly 

even more important is that if that 

choice turns out to be a mistake, 

acknowledge the mistake, fix it if 

possible, then turn and try to go in 

a more positive direction. 

 

Parenting is a difficult job, but it 

can also be the most rewarding 

thing you ever do.  None of us 

know all the right answers, but it is 

important that we keep trying and 

encouraging our children to have 

high standards and the initiative to 

persevere.  J.K. Rowling wrote, ñIt 

is our choiceséthat show what we 

truly are, far more than our 

abilities.ò  We all have the ability 

to be good parents, but itôs the 

choices we make as parents that 

will have the most effect on our 

childrenôs lives. 

 
 

News from the Language Arts 

Department 

By Peggy Horton 

 

nce upon a time é ñ 

the students of 

Elkhart High School 

explored the works of the exciting 

writers of ancient and modern 

literature, and then had the 

opportunity to create their own 

writings.  In the Language Arts 

classes, freshmen and sophomores 

are studying a variety of genres 

during the year:  short stories, 

dramas, poetry, novels and non-

fiction, beginning with the short 

stories.  The junior classes are 

studying American Literature 

beginning with the colonial 

writings and moving through the 

Revolution and on into the 19
th
 and 

20
th
 centuries.  Seniors are taking 

British Literature and College 

Composition concurrently; so, they 

must be very versatile.   

 After reading several 

examples of each style of writing, 

the students will try their hand and 

create their own works:  short 

stories, poems, research papers, 

ñO 
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speeches, and power points.  

Communication is key to success 

both in school and in the work 

force; therefore, our students are 

practicing their problem solving 

and their analyzing techniques.  

So, with these skills in hand, our 

students will be able to create their 

own ñhappily every after.ò        
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Afterschool is Alive and Well! 

he Afterschool Program 

underwent a change this 

year due to the ending of 

the 21
st
 Century Grant.  The new 

program, C.A.T.S. is funded 

through the support of local 

sponsors and student fees.  The 

program did receive a one-year 

grant through the 21
st
 Century 

Learning Centers to participate in 

creating sustainability for 

afterschools across the state. 

 

The C.A.T.S. program continues to 

offer students a variety of 

homework and enrichment 

activities in a safe environment.  

The Grade School portion of the 

program continues exactly like the 

old program, offering homework 

assistance and enrichment 

activities every day from 3:15 ï 

5:30.  The Middle School portion 

of the program offers homework 

assistance from 3:30-4:00 on M-

Th.  They also have Reading and 

Math Clubs two days a week, and 

Harris Gallery is providing an 

Enrichment Club every Friday.  

Please thank our local sponsors by 

supporting their businesses. 

 

Youth Friends 

 

he third year of Youth 

Friends is beginning in 

Elkhart.  YF provides an 

opportunity for community 

members to mentor students.  

Student participants range from 

Kindergarten to 8
th
 grade.  Mentors 

are individuals with released time 

from work, senior citizens and 

stay-at-home moms.   Other 

students are asking for mentors.  If 

anyone is interested in becoming a 

mentor, contact Peggy Horton at 

697-2193. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

T 
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By Sherri Hurn 

 
lkhart Cyber School has 

just begun its 9
th
 year 

serving students and 

families across the state of Kansas.  

We currently have 119 students 

enrolled, with one student from as 

far away as Rhode Island. 

 

Weôve made a number of changes 

for this school year including the 

transition from teacher-developed 

curriculum to two popular online 

providers:  OdysseyWare and 

Apex.  This allows more 

interactivity within lessons and 

allows students to see more 

demonstrations, especially in math.   

 

We have also had a couple of staff 

changes for the 2009-2010 school 

year.  We are pleased to welcome 

Bethany Haar and Debi Ferguson.  

Bethany teaches 5
th
 ï 7

th
 grades as 

well as 8
th
 grade language arts and 

math.  Debi is serving as secretary 

for both ECS and Point Rock 

Academy.  Weôre excited to have 

both ladies on board! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

PRA News 

October 2009 

 

he Point Rock Academy 

teachers are keeping very 

busy this month enrolling 

students and visiting out of district 

students.  We are looking forward 

to a busy and rewarding year.  

Students will be working and 

ordering for the student run store, 

preparing their class assignments, 

and keeping up with their overall 

curriculum.   

This year the high school students 

are using on-line curriculum to do 

their studies, and this has become 

quite a challenge 

for them.  Their 

new curriculum is 

called Apex.  

Hopefully, the 

students will 

become more 

familiar with their new curriculum 

and sail right along    Teachers are 

also getting new students settled 

into our school atmosphere. 

PRA has advertised our school in 

area newspapers and placed flyers 

around.    People are becoming 

more aware all the time of the need 

for a high school diploma, and 

word spreads about our service to 

the public.  Some of the new 

students work at the school while 

others do their work at home and 

bring it in for the teachers to grade. 

E T 
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Teachers are busy at this time of 

the year getting around to our area 

students.  We travel out to check 

on curriculum progress and needs.  

Some of our students do not drive 

or are so busy with their jobs that 

it makes it extremely difficult for 

them to get their completed work 

to the teachers for grading.  They 

are very appreciative that we are 

able to travel to them. 

Until next month 

PRA Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  

 
Teresa Smith  10/3 

Dana Perdue  10/4 

Kim Charles  10/7 

Albina Molina  10/7 

Penny Forbes  10/10 

Kam Walsh  10/10 

RosaleaBodnar 10/12 

Travis Johnson 10/13 

Melissa Spell  10/13 

JanellAmbrosier 10/18 

Eudon Dutton  10/20 

Debbie White  10/20 

Teresa Rupke  10/21 

Steffani Perry  10/27 

Steve Britt  10/29 

Craig Murray  10/31 
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