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Grade School News
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Kindergarten

Twenty -four!

Twenty -four!

Twenty -twenty -twenty -twenty,
Twenty -four!!!!

T h at 8dghe Bewior Class of 2024! We will have 38 in our graduating class
~ 19 girls and 19 boys. But, for now, we really like kindergarten, and we like
being five and six years old. When else in our lifetime will three recesses

and an afternoon nap be written into our daily schedules?!?

Through the Animated Literacy Program, we are learning all about the

l etters. Wedre already reading some wor ds
|l etter OP, 06 we got to oOopaint the playgrouri
water and paintbrushes. rabtecipg ntimeral! ! | n Mat

recognition, graphing, estimating, measuring 0 all sorts of things to make our
brains smarter.

We | i ke going to Mr. Vaughnds gym and Mr.
check out library books with Mrs. Eiland and Miss Crowell. And,th er eds al s o

a computer lab and art class we visit each week. Life is good.

No boring days in our worl d. I f yours i si

We 6 | | put you to work and make sure you hg
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More Grade School News

2" Grade News
By Eudon Dutton andorrie Wright

Activities are in full swing in the second grades. Second Graders have been
studying various topics and themes this year.

The year began with a study of plants. Mr. Jim Tucker gave a presentation about
growing Poinsettias. He also tatkto the students about the various crops grown in the
area and the stages of plant growth from the seed to harvest.

Students have been learning about, and doing a variety of interesting activities
with apples and nutrition with some help from Mrs. Overstet 6 s st udent s at
school and Crystal Bashford at the county extension office. They have also been studying
oceans and ocean life.

MAP tests will be given to all students early in October. Test results will help
second grade teachers plan indinrcto address areas of weaknesgsich will helpthe
studentdo progress academically.

Both classes will be learning about the explorer Christopher Columbus in
October. They will be studying some famous and not so famous fairytales toward the end
of the month.

Elementary Media Center
By Retta Eiland
The library is open, and all the classes are going great! The first grade students are
learning the importance of caring for books, while second grade students are learning
basic library skills. Ti# pages and their connection to catalog cards are keeping the third
grade students busy. Fourth grade students are learning about Melvil Dewey and the
Dewey Decimal system. Also during CATS program, the students have one center time

in the library after shool where they read and participate in various activities.
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Encourage your child to read and check out books! We have a wide variety of
books. Caldecott winn&ick Day For Amos McGdxy Stead is now in and ready for

check out. We received several ri@st readers on various animals as well as a series

entitled ANathani el Fludd: Beastol ogist.

books for all ages. You are always welcome to come in with your child and look around!

Middle School News
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Next pageleft front, Trinity B., back left, Austin H Back right Mailee W, front right,
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Fifth and Sixth Graders are Dreaming

By Marita Walls

AThe future belongs to those \WwHBlenobel i eve
Roosevelt. The fifth and sixth grade students face new challenges and expectations
everyday. We are fAdreami ngo andeirfutaristici ng

goals. They are learning to adjust to new schedules and work requirements. Not only will
they be learning academically but they will also be learning life skills that will be
essential to their success. In Critical Thinking the studentsesyianing the year by
reviewing basic math concepts to refresh their memory and to check for mastery.

In Math, the students will be beginning basic algebra and some of them will be
thinkingé A Oh myoé but, they will soon
learn to use a variety of thinking maps that are a part of the NCA plan. Math is an
ongoing edcational instrument that will be vital in helping them to achieve their dreams.
Students will have the opportunity to attend CATS Math Club two nights a week and
earn bonus points in Math. Fifth graders will attend on Monday and Wednesday and the
sixth graders will attend on Tuesday and Thursday from-3:38.

Science is totally electrifying and the students have begun the school year learning about
electricity and magnetism. They will be involved in hands on activities that require them
to apply someritical thinking skills. There are many avenues of Science that they will
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have the opportunity to explore. The study of the human body is always their favorite.
The fifth graders have begun the year by studying ecology and about the earth. The
st ud e adarte $o fogus on dreaming and setting goals for their future. They will find
out that if you want something out of life, you have to work for it, set goals and DREAM!

Middle School Keyboarding
By Mrs. Brown

EMS first semester Keyboarding students are learning and
reviewing all keyboard reaches . They will create monthly
calendars, PowerPoint presentations, and art typing.

Computer students are working on similar assignments, plus
learning camera and camcorder rules and guidelines. They will
also be taking pictures of the after -school program sponsors
for CATS.

EHS Marketing students are learning key concepts and
vocabulary while planning projects, field trips and guest
speakers. EHS Video Production students will update

Channel 12 and research p roducers, directors and actors for
reports. They will also video school events and create movies
from the footage.

High School News
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Key Club Information
By Diane Brown
Any high school student who is interested in joining Key Club

this year MUST turnin 10 voluntee r community service hours,
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signed and dated by the person they worked for, by September
20. Signed papers should be taken to Mrs. Brown during
Homeroom. Key Club officers m et on Thursday, September 8
during Homeroom in Mrs. Browwds T 00T
fundraisers,

More High School News
'.‘o 2o o0
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Key Club continued?é

select charities, schedule the attendance of Kiwanis
breakfasts, and go over convention details. Key Club officers
this year are: Miranda B ., President; Lauren C ., Vice -
President; Levi C ., Secretary; Tanesha C ., Treasurer; and
Devini H ., Alternate Officer.

Language Arts
By Peggy Horton
Wedre Off and Writing
The Language Arts classes are off to a fast start this year with several papers
already under their beltd. Freshmen are studying literature througgmres. They are
beginning the year with Nefiction; in addition to reading essays, they are applying this
style of reading and analysis to their textbooks from other classes. The Junior classes are
studying literature through the cycle of literary ¢inperiods in American Literature.

They began this fall by studying the Contemporary writings of the last 50 years. Then,
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they will return to he Colonial Period and work theway forward to see how we got
where we are.

The Language Arts Department Hased with several other departments at the
High School in instituting a ZAP Policy (No Zeros are Allowed). The function of this
policy is to provide consequences that teach the importance of completing assignments
on time. This important life skill ia key to success both in school and in the work force.
Under this policy, any student that has a 0 will be required to stay for tutoring until the

work with a 0 is completed.

C.AT.S. Afterschool Program

Join the C.A.T.S. Afterschool Program

By Peggy Horton

The Afterschool Progra is in its 11" year of operation at the Grade School and
Middle School. C.AT.S offers a snack immediately after school followed by
tutoring/homework time. A wide variety of enrichment programs are also being offered
at both sites. The Grade Schoostemrichment from 4:36:15. One of the features of
this time period is the monthly club; our September eWals Rockets led by Tim Jones
and Crystal Bashford. Future clubs include Quilting with the Library ladies, Drama with
the Community Theater, Rockend Dance. Another highlight of the Grade School
program is the Crafts Day led by the ladies from the Morton County Museum each
Friday. Enrichment clubs are offered at the Middle School each Friday for students who

attend homework or Math Club duringetiveek. Led by Mr. Henderson, these clubs will
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offer a wide variety of experiences. Harris Gallery also offers weekly activities for MS
students. A sliding scale fee is set for enrichment activities at the Grade School.
News From the Desk of Alice Conne

Did you know Kansas has a science and math academy? It is a high
school owned and operated by the state of Kansas. It is housed at Fort Hays State
University and is open to Kansas students that excel in either math or science. To be
accepted one mube a Junior or Senior and have completed advanced math and science
course work plus most graduation prerequisites. Students arepstitl @f their local
high school. We are fortunate to have Logan Smith representing Elkhart High School for

his secongear at Kansas Academy of Math and Science.

October Birthdays

Teresa Smith 10/3
Dana Perdue 10/4
Kim Charles 10/7
Albina Molina 10/7
Penny Forbes 10/10
Kam Walsh 10/10
Veronica Ramos 10/11
Rosalea Bodnar 10/12
Travis Johnson 10/13
Janell Ambrosier 10/18
Nicole Buckner 10/18
Eudon Dutton 10/20
Debbie White 10/20
Teresa Rupke 10/21
Steffani Perry 10/27

Steve Britt 10/29
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
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Home & School

Working Together for School Success

CONNECTION’

September 2011 _

TV solutions

Encourage your young-
ster to watch less TV without saying a
word! First, help him choose a lim-
ited number of shows. Then, record
them as a “list of favorites.” He can
watch the shows, one at a time, and
fast-forward through the commer-
cials. Also, be sure to turn the set off
when no one’s watching.

Be a leader

After-school activities can build leader-
ship skills. Check the school website
or newsletter, and suggest activities
that your child might enjoy. For
instance, she could run for student
council, serve as a peer counselor, or
be a yearbook editor. She’ll gain prac-
tice being in charge, which can help
her feel comfortable tackling bigger
roles as she gets older.

One-on-one time

Spending time alone with each of
your children on a regular basis can
help you stay close. For instance, play
cards or work on a scrapbook with
your older child after the little one is
in bed. Or bake cookies with your
youngest when your older children
are out playing with friends.

Worth quoting

“Education is learning what you didn’t
even know you didn’t know.”

Daniel J. Boorstin

Q: Six children
were walking
under one
umbrella.

Why didn’t
they get wet?

A: It wasn’t raining.

All set for learning

When you ask your
child about her day at
school or help her prepare
for the next day, you
teach her that learning
is important. She’ll see
that success in the
classroom begins at
home —with family
conversations, regular
routines, and healthy
habits. Try these tips
for a great year.

Talk about school.
Encourage your child to
share her accomplishments with you by
asking her specific questions. (“What
did you make in art?” “Who did you
read about in history?”) Or make it a
game to discuss the day on your way
home—take turns describing something
you did, and see how much each person
can share before you reach your house.

(777777
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homework your child can expect, and
help her set aside enough time to finish
it. Finally, figure out a bedtime that
gives her 9-11 hours of sleep.

Make attendance a priority. Let
your youngster know that it's important
to be in school every day. Talk about ways
she can stay healthy and avoid sick days,
like washing her hands regularly and eat-
ing a balanced diet that includes plenty of
fruits and vegetables. Also, try to schedule
doctor appointments and family trips
when school isn’t in session.¥

Follow a routine. Create a schedule
for your youngster to stick to on school
nights. Include time for homework, din-
ner, playing, reading for pleasure, and
relaxing. Tip: Ask her teacher how much

My checklist

Who is in charge of your youngster’s learn-
ing? He is! Share this checklist to help him do
his best.

U 1 arrive ready to learn. I have the sup-
plies I need (sharpened pencils, eraser, paper, cray-
ons). I have completed homework in my backpack, and
I will remember to tumn it in.

U Pm a good listener. I look at my teacher, and I think

about what she is saying. I keep my hands and feet to myself, and I am quiet so
others can hear.

U 1 participate in class. I raise my hand to answer the teacher’s questions.
\ | share my ideas during discussions.¥ 4

© 2011 Resources for Educators, a division of CCH Incorporated
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b [l b l' ’ (“Use blue to circle the math problems

‘rategies

r success

here’s more to doing well on an
mment than knowing the material.
- child needs to understand the
ctions, avoid careless mistakes,
look over his work when he’s
shed. Suggest these ideas.

tead directions carefully. [t might

» your child to underline important information

tarring...me!

On the first day of school, did your
1d write about her summer vacation?
w encourage her to write at home by
-ating more stories about her life:

Have her summarize a special hobby
interest in exactly 10 words. This
tivity will teach your youngster to get
r point across using only the most
iportant words. She can start with as
any words as she needs and then cut
ose that aren’t essential. Example:
joccer is fun. 1 love dribbling, passing,
1d making goals.”

She could write
story in the
wmat of
graphic
ovel. These
ooks have
omic strip
-ames on each
iage. Suggest that
our child divide a sheet of

vaper into four to eight squares. In each,
\ave her draw a different scene from a
amily activity (camping, crafts). Let her
vrite a sentence to go with each one
“Dad and 1 pitched a tent”) and include
jialogue in bubbles above characters’
~eads (“Listen to the crickets!”).¥

O UR PURPOSE

To provide busy parents with practical ideas
that promote school success, parent involvement,
and more effective parenting,
Resources for Educators,

a division of CCH Incorporated
128 N. Royal Avenue * Front Royal, VA 22630

540-636-4280 * rfecustomer@wolterskluwer.com
wwiw.rfeonline.com
ISSN 1540-5621

© 2011 Resources for Educators, a division of CCH Incorporated

in his own words (“If the answer is 7,
the circle should be blue”). He can

also refer back to the directions to
‘§ make sure he stays on track.
2. Learn from mistakes. Encour-
age your youngster to make a list of
his most common errors. (“The first
letter in a sentence is uppercase.”
“The less-than sign points to the
smaller number.”) He can tape his

list in a folder, notebook, or binder
0 he can consult it as he works.

|
27 /7= | that equal 7”) or to say the instructions

3. Double-check. When your child finishes an assignment,
he should reread it to be sure he did his best. He can check
subtraction problems (15 — 9 = 6) by adding 9 + 6 = 15)
or use a dictionary to look up words.¥

.
.. .e
cee csssses®
LT cesansee
sessese
T R oy X 3 R LT LU Ll

ARENT IS
PRYo WE This year, I'll volunteer

PARE

I've always wanted to volunteer
at my children’s school, but 1 work during the day and
couldn’t seem to find time. This year, I emailed the
girls’ teachers to ask how I could help.

My younger daughter’s kindergarten teacher needed someone
to take the classroom dress-up clothes home and wash them on
a regular basis. She also wanted help collecting items for the
science table, so I've sent in pinecones, acorns, and leaves.

For my fifth-grade daughter’s teacher, 1 have been calling parents to
find volunteers who will read aloud to the class or help out in the computer lab.

[ was surprised to discover how many volunteer opportunities there are for work-
ing parents. My girls are proud that I'm helping, and seeing how much the teachers
appreciate my help makes me feel good, t00.¥
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-] Playground fun for everyone

[78  Q: My son doesn’t like recess. He make decisions about what and how
A says he isn’t good at jumping rope 10 play.
or climbing on the jungle gym. Try visiting playgrounds together to
How can T help him feel more confident build your son’s confidence. Let him prac-
and enjoy recess more? tice skills like climbing ladders, sliding
A: Recess is important because it pro- Fiown polgs, SIessES monlg:y bats. SWIE:
: il ing, and kicking and catching a ball.
vides exercise and
sves yourchild a Also, suggest that he make recess
gives y plans ahead of time. In the morning, for
break from school- ] ;
i example, he might ask a friend to
work. It’s also a R
. play hopscotch with him
good opportinity _%, on the playground
to build social ) )
eoopmeg A - Finally, be sure to ask
skills, like starting 3 g .
) : e 1 ow it’s going, and if
conversations with g Tt
i et O ; =~ things don’t improve,
other children and - ?
. talk to his teacher.¥
working together to
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