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Kindergarten  

 

Twenty -four!  

Twenty -four!  

Twenty -twenty -twenty -twenty,  

Twenty -four!!!!  

 

Thatõs us ð the Senior Class of 2024!  We will have 38 in our graduating class 

~ 19 girls and 19 boys.  But, for now, we really like kindergarten, and we like 

being five and six years old.  When else in our lifetime will three recesses 

and an afternoon nap be written into our daily schedules?!?  

 

Through the  Animated Literacy Program, we are learning all about the 

letters.  Weõre already reading some words and sentences!  To celebrate 

letter òP,ó we got to òpaint the playground.ó  We had 5 gallon buckets of 

water and paintbrushes.  Way fun!!  In Math, weõre practicing numeral 

recognition, graphing, estimating, measuring ð all sorts of things to make our 

brains smarter.   

 

We like going to Mr. Vaughnõs gym and Mr. Chrinõs music room.  We get to 

check out library books with Mrs. Eiland and Miss Crowell.  And, th ereõs also 

a computer lab and art class we visit each week.  Life is good.   

 

No boring days in our world.  If yours isnõt as awesome as ours, come join us!  

Weõll put you to work and make sure you have fun.  J 
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2
nd

 Grade News 

By Eudon Dutton and Lorrie Wright 

 Activities are in full swing in the second grades.  Second Graders have been 

studying various topics and themes this year.  

 The year began with a study of plants.  Mr. Jim Tucker gave a presentation about 

growing Poinsettias.  He also talked to the students about the various crops grown in the 

area and the stages of plant growth from the seed to harvest. 

Students have been learning about, and doing a variety of interesting activities 

with apples and nutrition with some help from Mrs. Overstreetôs students at the high 

school and Crystal Bashford at the county extension office. They have also been studying 

oceans and ocean life. 

MAP tests will be given to all students early in October.  Test results will help 

second grade teachers plan instruction to address areas of weakness, which will help the 

students to progress academically. 

Both classes will be learning about the explorer Christopher Columbus in 

October.  They will be studying some famous and not so famous fairytales toward the end 

of the month.   

Elementary Media Center 

By Retta Eiland 

      The library is open, and all the classes are going great! The first grade students are 

learning the importance of caring for books, while second grade students are learning 

basic library skills. Title pages and their connection to catalog cards are keeping the third 

grade students busy.  Fourth grade students are learning about Melvil Dewey and the 

Dewey Decimal system. Also during CATS program, the students have one center time 

in the library after school where they read and participate in various activities.  



Cat Talk Page 4 October 

Encourage your child to read and check out books!  We have a wide variety of 

books.  Caldecott winner Sick Day For Amos McGee by Stead is now in and ready for 

check out.  We received several new first readers on various animals as well as a series 

entitled ñNathaniel Fludd: Beastologist.ò Also new to our library are many new picture 

books for all ages.  You are always welcome to come in with your child and look around! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above: Front, Vera H., right, Tyson Y., Back, Garret H., back right, Cameron C. 

Next page: Left front, Trinity B., back left, Austin H., Back right Maillee W., front right, 

Moises U. 
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Fifth and Sixth Graders are Dreaming 

By Marita Walls 

 

ñThe future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.ò ï Eleanor 

Roosevelt.  The fifth and sixth grade students face new challenges and expectations 

everyday. We are ñdreamingò and setting goals to best help them to reach their futuristic 

goals. They are learning to adjust to new schedules and work requirements. Not only will 

they be learning academically but they will also be learning life skills that will be 

essential to their success. In Critical Thinking the students are beginning the year by 

reviewing basic math concepts to refresh their memory and to check for mastery. 

 

In Math, the students will be beginning basic algebra and some of them will be 

thinkingé ñ Oh myòé but, they will soon be saying, ñWow, this is great.ò They will 

learn to use a variety of thinking maps that are a part of the NCA plan. Math is an 

ongoing educational instrument that will be vital in helping them to achieve their dreams. 

Students will have the opportunity to attend CATS Math Club two nights a week and 

earn bonus points in Math. Fifth graders will attend on Monday and Wednesday and the 

sixth graders will attend on Tuesday and Thursday from 3:30-4:45.  

 

Science is totally electrifying and the students have begun the school year learning about 

electricity and magnetism. They will be involved in hands on activities that require them 

to apply some critical thinking skills. There are many avenues of Science that they will 
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have the opportunity to explore. The study of the human body is always their favorite. 

The fifth graders have begun the year by studying ecology and about the earth. The 

studentôs goals are to focus on dreaming and setting goals for their future. They will find 

out that if you want something out of life, you have to work for it, set goals and DREAM! 

 

 

 

Middle School Keyboarding  
By Mrs. Brown  
 
EMS first  semester Keyboarding students are learning and 
reviewing all keyboard reaches .  They will create monthly 
calendars, PowerPoint presentations, and art typing.  
Computer  students are working on similar assignments, plus 
learning camera and camcorder rules and guidelines.  They will 
also be taking pictures of the after -school program sponsors 
for CATS.   
EHS Marketing students are learning key concepts and 
vocabulary while planning projects, field trips and guest 
speakers.  EHS Video Production students will update 
Channel 12 and research p roducers, directors and actors for 
reports. They will also video school events and create movies 
from the footage.   
 
 
 

 
Key Club Information  

By Diane Brown  
 
Any high school student who is interested in joining Key Club  
this year MUST turn in 10 voluntee r community service hours, 
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signed and dated  by the person they worked for, by September 
20.  Signed papers should be taken to Mrs. Brown during 
Home room.  Key Club officers m et on Thursday, September 8 
during Homeroom in Mrs. Brownõs room to:  make plans for 
fundraisers,  
 
 
 
 

 
Key Club continuedé 
 
select charities, schedule the attendance of Kiwanis 
breakfasts, and go over convention details.  Key Club officers 
this year are:  Miranda B ., President; Lauren C ., Vice -
President; Levi C ., Secretary; Tanesha C ., Treasurer; and 
Devini H ., Alternate Officer.  
 

Language Arts 

By Peggy Horton     

Weôre Off and Writing 

 The Language Arts classes are off to a fast start this year with several papers 

already under their belts. J  Freshmen are studying literature through genres.  They are 

beginning the year with Non-fiction; in addition to reading essays, they are applying this 

style of reading and analysis to their textbooks from other classes.  The Junior classes are 

studying literature through the cycle of literary time periods in American Literature.  

They began this fall by studying the Contemporary writings of the last 50 years.  Then, 
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they will return to the Colonial Period and work their way forward to see how we got 

where we are. 

 The Language Arts Department has joined with several other departments at the 

High School in instituting a ZAP Policy (No Zeros are Allowed).  The function of this 

policy is to provide consequences that teach the importance of completing assignments 

on time.  This important life skill is a key to success both in school and in the work force.  

Under this policy, any student that has a 0 will be required to stay for tutoring until the 

work with a 0 is completed. 

 

 

Join the C.A.T.S. Afterschool Program 

By Peggy Horton 

 The Afterschool Program is in its 11
th
 year of operation at the Grade School and 

Middle School.  C.A.T.S offers a snack immediately after school followed by 

tutoring/homework time.  A wide variety of enrichment programs are also being offered 

at both sites.  The Grade School has enrichment from 4:30-5:15.  One of the features of 

this time period is the monthly club; our September club was Rockets led by Tim Jones 

and Crystal Bashford.  Future clubs include Quilting with the Library ladies, Drama with 

the Community Theater, Rocks and Dance.  Another highlight of the Grade School 

program is the Crafts Day led by the ladies from the Morton County Museum each 

Friday.  Enrichment clubs are offered at the Middle School each Friday for students who 

attend homework or Math Club during the week.  Led by Mr. Henderson, these clubs will 
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offer a wide variety of experiences.  Harris Gallery also offers weekly activities for MS 

students.  A sliding scale fee is set for enrichment activities at the Grade School. 

News From the Desk of Alice Conner  

 Did you know Kansas has a science and math academy?  It is a high 

school owned and operated by the state of Kansas.  It is housed at Fort Hays State 

University and is open to Kansas students that excel in either math or science.  To be 

accepted one must be a Junior or Senior and have completed advanced math and science 

course work plus most graduation prerequisites.  Students are still a part of their local 

high school.  We are fortunate to have Logan Smith representing Elkhart High School for 

his second year at Kansas Academy of Math and Science. 

 

 

 

 
Teresa Smith   10/3  

Dana Perdue   10/4  

Kim Charles   10/7  

Albina Molina   10/7  

Penny Forbes   10/10  

Kam Walsh        10/10  

Veronica Ramos   10/11  

Rosalea Bodnar   10/12  

Travis Johnson   10/13  

Janell Ambrosier  10/18  

Nicole Buckner   10/18  

Eudon Dutton   10/20  

Debbie White   10/20  

Teresa Rupke   10/21  

Steffani Perry   10/27  

Steve Britt   10/29  
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