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4- Year- Old Preschool 

 

an you believe that it is already 

November, I guess it is  true 

that òtime flies when youõre 

having funó and we sure are having 

fun!!! 

 

Last month we learned the colors 

Orange, Purple, Pink, and Brown. The 

math topics that we will be learning 

are focusing on four, focusing on five, 

the shape triangle, and the numbers 4 

and 5.  In literacy we will  be learning 

about the letters F, G, H, and I.  We 

will also be learning about fire 

prevention, parts of the body, nursery 

rhymes, and spiders/pumpkins.  

 

This month we will be learning the 

letters J K L M as well as reviewing 

the letters learned so far thi s year.  

We will also be  learning about Life 

Cycles, Forest Animals, Turkey s and 

Thanksgiving, and Fairy Tales.  The 

math topics that we will be learning is 

the concept of One, Two, Three, Four, 

Five, as well as the n umbers 5, 6, and 

7.  The shape for the month is 

Rectangle.  The colors that we will 

learn are Black, Gray and White.   

 

We would like to wish you a Happy and 

Safe Thanksgiving from the 4 -year-

old preschool staff.  
 

 

 

 

3
rd

 Grade News 

Tracy Flanagan and Nancy Morrison 

 

ow time flies! Wow, already 

November. The first quarter in 

third grade was a blast. 

Routines, expectations, goals, and 

procedures have been established and 

the students are off and running in a new 

world of third grade content. Fall MAP 

testing has concluded, only the start of 

many tests throughout the year! 

 

The students have enjoyed learning 

about owls and bats, completing our 

animal unit. We will have an owl pellet 

dissection soon! It makes for a great 

smell in the classroom. The third graders 

are getting a grasp on their first 

experience with AR. We are so proud of 

the students that have worked and will 

continue working so hard to meet their 

goals. We will complete the first 

semester with our holiday themes and 

theme books. 

 

We have also worked very hard on being 

Germ Stoppers. Because of the wide 

spread flu virus, the students have been 

presented with the importance of 

washing hands, covering coughs and 

sneezes, and staying home when sick. 

We take frequent breaks to make sure 

hands are washed, and sanitize our 

rooms two times per week with Clorox 

wipes. 

 

We anticipate a great ñrest of the school 

year.ò It will be here before we know it. 

Everyone stay safe and count your 

blessings! 

 
 

 
 

C 
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Fifth and Sixth Grade News 
By Janell Ambrosier 

 
ur theme in the 5th and 6th grades for 
second nine weeks is Native 
American history.  Our literature 

circle books are stories of Native Americans 
and the European immigrants who impacted 
their world.  Some are about white captives 
raised by Indians, and some are even about 
present-day Native American teenagers 
trying to fit in with todayõs society while still 
keeping their heritage.  Our theme books 
include Sing Down the Moon by Scott 
OõDell, Walk Two Moons by Sharon 
Creech, and if there is time before 
Christmas, we will also read Down the Long 
Hills by Louis LõAmour.   
 
The 6th graders have already learned all eight 
parts of speech through Shurley Method. 
They have worked with homonyms, 
synonyms, and antonyms, and they seem 
very confident with their subject/verb 
agreement assignments.  Hopefully parents 
have noticed how their childõs vocabulary has 
expanded.  Perhaps at the dinner table, your 
6th grader has included words such as  
reiterate, brevity, or hindrance in their 
conversation with you.  Please encourage 
them to challenge themselves by using new 
words!  
 
A great place for them to use some of those 
new words is in their writing lab class.  Each 
student in the 5th and 6th grades is writing 
his/her own poetry book that will be 
published in hard-back by the end of the year.  
They not only write their own poems, but 
they are also the illustrators for their books! 
 
Although this time of year can be busy and 
hectic, please parents, remember to take 

time to ask your child about their day at 
school.  Ask them about the characters in 
their books, and each evening get an update 
about what has happened in the stories they 
are reading.  The choices the characters 
make, and the way the characters deal with 
unexpected events can open the door for 
inspiring family conversations that can be 

something to be very thankful for.  
 

 

 
 

High School Mathematics 

By: Teresa Smith 

 
st
 9 weeks is over!! Parent/Teacher 

Conferences will be held October 

27th and 29th, so by the time this 

article is published, we should be well 

into our second nine weeks of school.   

 

Many parents have asked how they can 

help their student at home to succeed in 

Math this year.  If you have access to the 

Internet, there are several sites that can 

help your student increase his/her 

success in mathematics.  We have sites 

to support our textbooks.  For the Pre-

Algebra series, the website is www.pre-

alg.com: For Algebra 1, the website is 

www.algebra1.com:  For Algebra II, the 

website is www.algebra2.com.  These 

sites provide guided tutorials for each 

lesson, vocabulary help, quizzes, and 

many study tools.  A new site this year is 

www.brightstorm.com. This site gives a 

boost to any math concept.  The Elkhart 

High School Math Department would 

like to encourage you and your student 

to visit one or more of these learning 

sites and try out the tools available to 

you.  

 

O 

1 

http://www.pre-alg.com/
http://www.pre-alg.com/
http://www.algebra1.com/
http://www.algebra2.com/
http://www.brightstorm.com/
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Pioneers 

By Josh Flanagan 

 

our score and sixteen years ago, 

our forefathers brought fourth in 

this state a new community.  This 

community, which we call Elkhart, was 

born of hope for a bright morrow.  That 

morrow has become today, and that hope 

remains renewed in the pioneers yet to 

come.  It is these ópioneers yet to comeô 

who today seek education in order to 

prepare themselves for their days of 

blazing trails for others to follow, just as 

they now are treading the paths laid by 

those who came before them. 

 

In Government class, the seniors are 

delving into the U.S. Constitution.  The 

World History class is winding down 

Rome, while Geography is studying the 

states. Current Social Issues class is 

looking at many of the major 

controversial issues of our time. 

 

In his works of poetry, Leaves of Grass, 

Walt Whitman published ñPioneers! O 

Pioneers!ò Within the lines of this great 

work Whitman writes, ñHave the elder 

races halted?  Do they droop and end 

their lesson, wearied, over there beyond 

the seas?  We take up the task eternal, 

and the burden, and lesson, pioneers!  O 

pioneers!ò  Inevitably the elder races 

will halt.  Thus is life.  Pioneers are 

needed to take up the burden and these 

individuals gain the skills needed to 

accomplish this through education.  It is 

indeed education that will act as the 

tools as a new generation forges their 

way into new frontiers.  In the next 

stanza Whitman continues, ñWe 

debouch upon a newer, mightier world, 

varied world, fresh and strong the world 

we seize, world of labor and the march, 

pioneers! O pioneers!ò  The key is that 

we are ever onward to that newer, 

mightier world and we need a capable 

generation to push society to that 

hopeful destination.  Our goal is to 

empower ourselves through education so 

that we may be those pioneers who 

would brave the wilderness in an effort 

to thrust forth and become the sinew of 

future society.  Just as pioneers came 

before us, may we reap the bountiful 

harvest of education and be used to 

enrich the world in new and exciting 

ways. 
 
 
 
 
 

Kathy Wiegers 
 

hy would a student go to 

a virtual school?ò  This is 

one of the questions I get 

asked most often about ECS.  People just 

canôt understand why anyone would 

choose to go to school online.  So in this 

little space I will share with you the top 

ten reasons we hear from our students. 

 

10.  I would like to finish school faster 

by going to a virtual school and working    

hard and finishing more courses in less 

time. 

9.    I have an illness that keeps me from 

being able to work a full day at public 

school. 

 

8.    I need to do my schoolwork where 

there are few distractions. 

 

F 
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7.    I would like to be at home and do 

my schoolwork. 

 

6.    I have to be in and out of school for 

medical treatments so public school does    

not work well for me.  

 

5.    I was bullied at school and I would 

rather do my schooling at home. 

 

4.    I have religious beliefs that make it 

more comfortable for me to do my     

schooling at home. 

 

3.    I need to do my schoolwork at a 

slower pace than the regular classroom, 

but I can do the work. 

 

2.    I have other outside activities that 

require an unusual schedule, so I need a 

flexible school schedule like I can have 

with ECS. 

 

1.    I have been home schooling but 

would like the help of the teachers in 

ECS. 

 

There may be as many other reasons as 

there are students in ECS, but we feel 

certain that we are helping students, who 

might otherwise fall through the cracks, 

get an education.   You should be proud 

that your school district has been 

innovative and forward thinking enough 

to have such a great program for nine 

years now.  

 

 
 

 
 

he students at Point Rock 

Academy started and finished 

their MAP testing in the week of 

October 5, 2009. There were a total of 

twelve students who participated in the 

MAP testing. The tests given to the 

students were the Language Usage, 

Reading, Science, and Math.  The 

teachers and administrators were 

extremely pleased with the test results.  

 

Paws and Claws inside PRA is 

completely student operated, with their 

business teacher facilitating their 

instruction.  They receive credit for 

working in the store, as well as 

completing Economics course work 

during their school day.  This year, 

students have chosen several 

merchandising opportunities, where they 

could introduce new clothing for each 

season.  Students would like to remind 

everyone that Paws and Claws has 

wildcat apparel for everyone!  All poloôs 

and t-shirts from last year are on sale.  

There are many new shirts and even 

more to come.  At semester we will be 

pulling the old merchandise and 

shoveling in the new. Come on in and 

checkout Paws and Claws for all your 

wildcat needs!  

 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  

 
 

JoAnn Quigley 11/1 

Patricia Sanchez 11/1 

Larry Williams 11/2 

Karen Jones             11/5 

Lorrie Wright             11/5 

Tonya Parks             11/6                                                          

Alicia Frownfelter 11/8 

Ashley Gonzalez 11/10 

Sherri Hurn             11/16 

Marita Walls      11/28 T 
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