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Grade School News

GRADE SCHOOL
HOLIDAY PROGRAM
AND ART SHOW

he Elkhart Grade School will
I present their winter holiday

program il

NEED
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Elementary Physical Education
By Kay Wilson

his year the classes will be

walking (weather

permitting) once a week
outside. A Kansas map for each

adrade {eysel is posteah abulletin

CHRI STMAS VACATI olpgrdihe hall showing how far

Tuesday, December 15. The
program will begin at 7:00 PM in the
EHS Auditorium. Students in grades
Kindergarten through fourth grade
will all take part in this enjoyable
presentation.

The theme of the show is that it is
the last day of school before
Christmas break and the kids are all
looking forward to getting out very
soon. BUT, it starts to snow and a
blizzard hits and everyone is stuck in
the school for who knows how long?
Songs to be
TALE, CHRISTMAS FIESTA,
SURFI N6 THE WRBRL
YOU BE THERE FOR ME,

CHRISTMAS

,-#A WITH MY

FRIENDS and
HOLIDAY HOUSE
PARTY.

Students will

dress in regular
school clothes, since that is what
they are portraying. No special new
clothes or costumes are needed.
The show will last about 45 minutes.
Please come early to see the
elementary artwork that will be
displayed in the lobby.

heard

each class has traveled. The goal
Is to walk to Kansas City and back.
The 3 graders are ahead and they
have reached Wichita.

We just completed our8year of
roller-skatingwith only a few
bumps and bruisesAnother
successful year and the students
look forward to next years skating.
Since the school year began, we
have had orientation, fitness,

a rlecomotorskils, baldrandlingd

square, jump roping, Batvis-X,

S A Neliftstacking, a unit ofrisbees

and otherelated actiies. To end
this semester we will begin a unit
on basketball. Skills to be taught
will be dribbling, passing, and
shooting. A round robin
tournament is planned, which will
exhibit their shooting ability.

NCA at the Elementary School
By Claudine Davidson

CA is a unified, clear and

powerful process designed to

help our school continuously
improve. To earn and maintain
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accreditation we must engage in ongoing 8. Use logical reasoning
selfassessment and continuous 9. Make it simpler
improvement. We must identify areas of 10. Brainstorm

strengths and weaknesses.
As you can see, therebo

At the elementary school we developed a way to solvea problem.

vision statement and are in the process

of distributing it to stakeholders such as

parents, site council and other

community members.

We continue to look at data relating to
student achievemgmpromote
instructional activities that are research
based and engage students in powerful

educational opportunities. High S@h@@ﬂ N@ws

Our school improvement plan states that

826 of students wil e VREADEIRL e
Standardso by the ye\A’fﬂat'Sz'ta\iV*zOU%e%'PW%ytafﬁwe
The students are leang the ten doing it?

problem solving strategies introduced in By Michelle Hanes
AThe Problem Solver o prU>g#2i8hiteracy£eachg

program begins by introducing students

to 4 basic steps to problem solving as EAD 180 is an intensive reading
follows: intervention program designed to

1. Find out what the problem means meet the needs of students.
and what question you must Elkhart School District uses the program
answer to solve it. with our Title | reading students along
with students who need some assistance

2. Choose a strategy. ) . :
3. Solve it. with reading skills to excel on Kansas
4 Look back. Stde Reading Assessments.

Some students in grades 5th through 11
use READ 180 instructional materials as

look at a word problem, consider howto  the téachers begins the day by providing
solve it and then leam to use the systematic instruction in reading,
Astrategy of the we W9 andyogagularyohe engfe |

learn thefollowing 10 strategies: group. Using a book containing gea
Use objects level appropriate text, the teacher

Make a picture or diagram incorporates differentiated instruction.

Make a table The teacher works closely with students

Make an organized list so that individual needs can be met.

Guess and check Students use READ 180 Software

Use or look for a pattern independently to provide them with

Work backwards intensive, individualized sk#l practice.
Students build fluency and reading

Each week students are practicing one of
the 10 problem solving strategies. They

NookrwhE
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comprehension skills through modeled
and independent reading of the READ
180 Paperbacks and Audio books. The
program also entails a wrayp session

to review the covered material at the end
of the group disassions.

USD #218 has been using this program
for three years for some High School
and Middle School students. The
Middle School and High School students
did show some growth with their reading
skills, whichin return helped them make
higher achievementsn Kansas State
Reading Assessments.

Additional information about READ 180
can be found atvww.scholastic.com

A

News from SPED
By Jamie Greene

part of Elkhart High School

teaching staff and | would like to
thank everyone for making me feel
part of the "Elkhart Family".

I t has been a delight to become

My classroom is made up of the
special population students and hlso
teach Study Skills classedMy special
population student is working on
Science and Math In Science we are
working on the concept of weather,
three basic cloud types, temperature,
graphs, and dates. In math we are
working on the concept of subtraction.
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During my Study Skills classes we
work on re-teaching the content
taught by the students scheduled
teachers. We could be working on
English, History, Math, Science, or
any of the
electives. | am
very proud of all
my students
because they are
working very har
become success

Houtz Happenings

computer classes. As always, the

year just seems like it is flying by
and | can hardly believe it is almost half
over.

I t has been a very busy year in the

This year | have four Computer Tech 1
classes and so far we hdearned about
the operating systn Vista, computer
terminology, and Microsoft Word 2007.
We are currently working on a project
about the US flag and creating a
document that showcases several of the
things that we have covered in class
about Word 2007. Next we will start
Microsoft Exceé and finish out the year
with Microsoft Access, Microsoft
Publisher, and Microsoft PowerPoint.

My IHT class has finally finished with

all of the publicity for the play that
Curtain Callers presented. It was a very
busy past month with the donation
letters, posters, news articles, pictures,
and all the business that goes with
producing the yearly performance. |
really appreciate all of the hard work
that my group did this year and



http://www.scholastic.com/

Cat Talk Page5

hopefully they had a good time with it
all. Next we are on to senior sl
projects as well as several projects for
the big Elkhart High All School Reunion
in May 2010.

Web Design 1 is a pretty good size class
this year with 11. We are currently
working on keeping the web site up to
date and learning several programs in
order to make it look good. For the web
software, we are using Dreamweaver.
This software allows the kids to be
creative and still have a professional
looking site. We have also learned a
small part of Photoshop. The kids have
done all kinds of neat pjects and |
encourage you to check out their
personal web pages frequently to see
what all they have created. We are
beginning to start the program lllustrator
and it will enable the
students to create
vector drawings. It
should alsobe a fun
program and am
looking forward to the
many neat projects the ===
kids will produce.

Elkhart Cyber School News

By Bethany Haar

|l khart Cyber Scho

for the year has now come and
gone. Four teachers and

approximately fortystudents and parents

went bowling in Garden CityroFriday,

November 8. All gradesvere

representedhe largest number being

middle school students. Door prizes

were awarded to students whose names

were drawn. Prizes included-ahirt,

December

Rubi kés Cube, candy,
Wal-Mart and Pizza HutWhen asked,
one student said, it
withteachersand beating t hem
Anot her said, A enj oy

a

n i
teachers and classmates in person, it is
nice to be able to put faces with names
that | see online.
who attended &d a great time!

0 O

Point Rock Academy News
By Patti Warren

econd quarter is well under way at

PRA. We ended the first quarter
on a positive note with 100%

attendance at Paremeacher

Conferences. It was great to get to

spend a I|little ti

parents andetsto know them better.

Most of our students also joined their

parents for the meeting helping to make

a super conference time.

PRA has implemented new Life

Adjustments curriculum this year and

our students are really enjoying it. We

have been meel as a large group

studying SeafdheSeveney 6 s

Habits of Highly Effective Teenand

The Six Most Important Decisions

Youodl |l E Vhese fuMand e

insightful books help students

understand that

the decisions

tbely dake nbow 1

will affect their

future. There is

real excitement

and enthusiasm

from the

students about the course.

MAP testing is now complete, too, and

students are working diligently to

complete their first semester of work.
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Christmas special from your EHS

December Birthdays yearbook sialf

Santa iIs jumping fo
too! The yearbook staff would like to

take this opportunity to offer the 2009
2010 yearbooks at a discounted price of
$25.00 for the month of December!

Buy your student a yearbook as a
stocking stuffer or ChristrfiasSgive

money and stress; you know your

student would love a yearbook, so now
Karen McGuire 12/5 you can kill two birds with one stone!

Joe Rodri 12/8 .
oe modrigHez Last year we tried very hard to

Debi Ferguson 12/11 represent every child in the USD 218
school district in the yearbook three

Michelle Prieto 12/14 g . .
| times. We are strivinghatyas year to
Retta Eiland 12/15 meet this goal. So, whether your child is
Lana Daves 12/17 in preschool_, grade school, m_iddle
Vioa D - 12720 school, or high school, buyh@m or
1o1a BUunswor gift that will last a lifetime!
Chrissy Lacy 12/20
Debbie Harm 12/22 Please cf(:)r;tg::é ()e/rofl:)rrrsncshom secretaries
Bobbie Horton 12/23 MERRY CHRISTMAS
Dorothy Williams 12/23 FROM YOUR
DelLane Boaldin 12/28 YEABOOK STAFFI
Mary Fisher 12/29

EDITOR: JORIE MORRISON: BUSINESS

Pat Anderson 12/31 MANAGER, PAYTON FLEMING, STAFF
MEMBERS: WHITNEY PARKS,
COURTNEY MOODY, DEVINI HARN,
AND JAMES KELLY. ADVISOR: PENNY
FORBES
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