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Welcome Back...Students, Staff, and Administration...
Let's Get Ready For a GREAT Year!

Inside
Inside
Middes chool news é2 Come Out and Support
Highschool 22h ews é
C.A.T.S. news é 4 Our Football, Volleyball, and
K. C. A. news ¢&5
Birthéaysé Cross Country Teams!

Cal endar 781 Mi sc. é




Cat Talk

Middle School News

Sixth Graders are Dreaming
By Marita Walls

P~ 'he future belongs to those
n who believe in the beauty of
t hei r TEfte@harms . 0

Roosevelt. The sixth grade students face
new challenges and expectations
everyday. We are
setting goals to best help them to reach
their futuristic goals. Theyra learning
to adjust to new schedules and work
requirements. Not only will they be
learning academically but they will also
be learning life skills that will be
essential to their success. In Critical
Thinking the students are beginning the
year by reviewng basic math concepts
to refresh their memory and to check for
mastery.

In Math, the students will be
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study of the human body is always their
favorite. In 6" grade the focus is on
dreaming and setting goals for their
future. They will find out that if you
want sometimg out of life, you have to
work for it, set goals and DREAM!

ngo and

High School News

beginning basic algebra and some of Schol arsoé6 Bowl Gear.
them wil | be thinkingé A OlgeaBtM0€é but ,
they will soon be saying, AWow, this 1is
great. o0 They witydf [ ear n (tBgAliteenner vari e
thinking maps that are a partofthe NCA Come Out and See Us

plan. Math is an ongoing educational
instrument that will be vital in helping
them to achieve their dreams. Students
will have the opportunity to attend
CATS Math Club two nights a week and
earn bonus pointsiiMath. This will be
from 3:454:30.

Science is totally electrifying and
the students have begun the school year
learning about electricity and
magnetism. They will be involved in
hands on activities that require them to
apply some critical thinking skdl There
are many avenues of Science that they
will have the opportunity to explore. The

ach year our students compete

in a variety of events. Most of
us have been to cheer a

football game or volleyball game. But

how many of you have taken the time to

support the competitive spirit of the

Schol arsé Bowl Team?

harder for adn or a parent to do than to

sit there yelling inside without making a

sound; no talking is allowed by the

audience. Itis amazing the things kids

learn in school and more amazing how

much adults have forgotten since they

were in class.
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In Elkhart, annally, 12 to 15
students practice 6 to 8 hours weekly
cramming volumes of information into
their brainan preparatiorto compete
against the schools in our league.
Sometimes we come out on top and
sometimes we lose, but we always give
it a BIG WILDCAT try. Returning
seniors Chris Luck, Jasmine Strothman,
and Magen Witcher challenge you to
beat them to the buzzer.

Key Club News
By Diane Brown

Language Arts The Key Club students had various

By Peggy Horton work opportunities for
community service this summer

elcome back! We are looking  incjuding Kiwanis Flags, Morton Co.
forward to a year of varied Fair Departments and Mt. Co. Historical

English lll. In Englishi, students will Festival & Kiddie Karnival, and also the
study a variety of types of writings Mt. Co. Health Fia
short stories, novels, dramas and poetry. Key Club will meet the 2nd and

They will have an opportunity to express  4th Thursday during SeptemBewith

themselves in essays, original stories and  pfficers onlymeeting on 9/9 during
poetry, and of course, aresearch paper.  Homer oom at 3:13 p. m.

They will also give a speecludng each room. The 2012011 Key Club

quarter. In English 111, the students will Officers are: Lindsey Walls, President;
study American Literature Tanesha Cayton, VieBresident; Levi
chronologically from the Colonial and Coen, Secretary; Dannah White,
Revolutionary writers to the Modern and  Treasurer: and Miranda Brewer,
Contemporary authors. This will be an Alternate Officer. The officers will
opportunity to see how the thinking in discuss fundraising and causes, and also
our nation has chaged over time, and turn in their summer community service
the work will correspond to the U.S. hours.

History classes. These students will also Any interested high school

have an opportunity to express student who haat least five signed

themselves in essays, original writing, a community service hoursurned in to

research paper and speeches. Parents are \jrs. Brown may attend the meeting on

encouraged to keep in touch; if there are  g/23 during Homeroom in the HS

any questions call or email Peggy Library.

Horton. Have a great year! Key Club District Convention is in
Wichita on April £3, 2011 this year and
International Convention will be in
Phoenix, AZ in July, 2011.

If you have any questions, please

call a Key Club officer or Mrs. Brown,
the faculty advisor, at 692193. Rick
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Kanhai & Jim Cunningham are the
Kiwanis Youth Sponsors.

C.AT.S. After School Program

C.A.T.S. Afterschool Boosting Off
By Peggy Horton

he C.AT.S.

Program opened on the first

Afterschool

day of school at the Grade
School.
school

Due to the change in the daily
schedule, the Afterschool
Program will now be open from 3:30
until 5:30.

The program will continue to
offer ~ homework  assistance and
enrichment activities; howexethere are
a few changes. First, -& Homework
will all be from 3:457 4:15, following
snack time. Secondly, there will be a
A Rocket

Club will be offered in September led by

Club offering each month.

Crystal Bashford and Tim Jones. -1KK
students willmeet on Tuesday from 4:30
to 5:15, and %' i 4™ graders will meet
on Wednesday from 4:30 5:15. The
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fee for the Club will be the same as the
daily enrichment fee (there is no
additional cost), but the fee needs to be
paid in advance and is not refundzlolr
transferable to other days. Future Clubs
will be Quilting in October with the
Library ladies and a Drama Club during
the Holidays led by Alicia Frownfelter.
The Middle School Afterschool
Program will begin following Labor
Day. Homework will be offeed on
Monday and Wednesday from 3:45
4:15, following snack time. Math Club
will also be offered from 3:45 4:30,
also on Monday and Wednesday. On
Tuesdays, students can sign up for the
Club hosted by Harris

Gallery under the auspices of thékhart

Enrichment

Rec.

Homework time at the Grade
School and the Academic activities at
the Middle School are free to students as
a result of the generosity of our
Sponsors. The Enrichment time fees
will be the same as last year. Fuihch
student fees are $4rfd™ child, $2 for
2" child and $1 for the "3 child.
Reducedunch student fees are $2 fot 1
child, $1 for 2% child and free for the'3

child. Freelunch student fees are $1 for
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1% and 2 children and free for the™
child.

If there are any questions
concerning the program, contact Peggy
Horton through the Grade School (2133)
or theHigh School (2198

Kansas Connections Academy

KANSAS

CONNECTIONS

ACADEMY
ig changes have been underway
in the USD 218 virtual school.

B Elkhart Cyber Schodtas

operedits doors for the 202Q1 school
year as Kansas Connections Academy
(KCA).

Since our school launched in
2001as Electronic Charter School (later
renamed Elkhart Cyber School) we 6 v e
had a stellar record of accomplishment
for students throughout the state of
Kansas. As we putlgns in place for the
school to grow and thrive, we are thrilled
to have found a partner who shares our
beliefs about providing a top quality
education focused on student success.

If you are not familiar with
Connections Academy, it is a leading
nationalprovider of highquality, highly
accountable, virtual public42 schools
operated in partnership with charter
schools, school districts, and state
departments of education. Connections
Academy schools deliver top quality,
personalized education for studen
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Combining certified teachers, a proven
curriculum, technology tools, and
community experiences, Connections
Academy creates a supportive
successful environment for children who
want an individualized approach to
educationl n Connecti ons
Pesonalized Performance Learnfhg
approach, students use daily lesson plans
and curriculum materials provided by
Connections Academy. Teachers
develop a learning plan for each student,
usinga proprietary, Welbasedearning
managemensgystem to deliver, ack,

and administer the learning.

In the 201011 school year,
Connections Academyill operatel8
public school programis 17 different
states, includind\rizona, Gilifornia,
Colorado, Florida, Idahdndiana,

Kansas, Michiganylinnesota, Nevada,
Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South
Carolina, Texas, Wisconsin and

Wy omi ng. | f youdd |
aboutKansasConnections Academy, go
to www.ConnectionsAcademy.com/kca

Sherri Hun
Principal

Ac &

i ke



http://www.connectionsacademy.com/kca

September Birihda S

Lynn Thrall
Eduardo Hernandez
Travis Dixon

Lisa Tucker
Breanna Wray

Stacy Stroud

HAPPY BIRTHDAY.

9/8

9/11

9/14

9/27

9/28

September
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Home & School

Working Together for School Success

CONNECTION’

September 2010
=339

Numbers at a

glance
Stay in touch with your youngster’s
school by keeping phone numbers of
teachers, the school counselor, and
the school office handy. You might
post a list on the refrigerator or a bul-
letin board. Also, add them to your
cell phone so you’ll recognize the
number if a staff member calls.

There’s more to good
: vision than seeing
clearly. When your

child reads, his eyes must work
together and be able to track, or fol-
low, a line of text. Since many chil-
dren have undiagnosed eye problems,
talk to your youngster’s pediatrician
if he struggles with reading. The doc-
tor may suggest a complete eye exam.

In the news

How can your child stay up-to-date on
current events? Clip or print articles
that you think are appropriate for her
age. Then, leave them by her breakfast
plate or on her bedside table for her to
read. Also, let her see you read the
news, and talk to her about what’s
going on in the world.

Worth quoting
“All great achievements require time.”
Maya Angelou

lUST FOR FUN__

Q: What has no hands or feet but
climbs high at nighe?

2

A: The moon.

w

L

© 2010 Resources for Educators, a dwision of Aspan Publishers, Inc.

Expect the best

Setting high expectations for
your child is a key to his success

in school. Set the tone for a 2
great year by letting your v
youngster know what you N Lo

expect from him—and help-
ing him see what he can
expect from himself.

Be realistic :
Match expectations to your S
child’s abilities and interests. For
example, if he’s strong in math and sci-
ence, you can expect him to earn good
grades in those subjects. Then, consider
overall standards, such as finishing his
work on time, listening to his teachers,
and doing his best. Finally, think ahead to
long-term plans. You may feel it’s impor-
tant that your youngster go to college or
volunteer in the community, for instance.

Be clear

Remember to communicate your
expectations to your child. You can
weave them into everyday conversations.
Examples: “We’ll play catch after you do
your homework” or “The science fair is
coming up. I can’t wait to see your

After-school chats

“What's in your backpack?” Greet your child
with this question, and you’ll discover a lot about

what she does in class.

fresh in her mind.

your little sister with pigtails.”

ants dig tunnels, for example.¥

L\\\ )
AN

® Set aside time each day to go through her papers.
Try to do it first thing after school when her day is

® Look over your youngster’s work together. Help her feel proud by pointing out
something specific that she did nicely. For instance, if she shows you a picture of
your family, you might say, “I like how you drew your brother playing chess and

® Have her talk through math problems or science experiments to show you what
she’s learned. She might explain how she finds the perimeter of a triangle or why

&L
|
I\ |

h,
{

project.” Talk regularly about long-range
expectations, too. Your youngster will
see himself as a future college student
when you say things like, “You'll be able
to learn more about that when you’re in
college one day.”

Be supportive

Work with your child to help him
meet your expectations. For instance,
provide materials for his projects and
help him set aside time to work on
them. Let him know that you expect his
best and that you're certain he can do it.
You'll build his confidence and encour-
age him to make it happen.¥

y
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Making friends

A new school year brings opportuni-
ties to reunite with old friends and
make new ones. Use these tips to help
your youngster build friendships—
learning to work and play with others
will help her do better in school and
enjoy it more.

Reach out. Encourage your child to
be on the lookout for classmates who
share her interests. If she enjoys making

friendship bracelets and notices a classmate wearing one, she
might strike up a conversation about her hobby. Or help her

Guess the definition

Request a consonant or “buy” a vowel?
This version of the popular game show
Wheel of Fortune is a fun way for your
child to study vocabulary in any subject.

First, have him give you a list of
words and definitions from a textbook
or a teacher handout. Choose a word.
On a piece of paper, write a blank in
place of each letter in the definition.
Example: For “absorb,” you would write
. ” (to soak up).

each begin
with 25
cents. Have
your young-
ster guess let-
ters that go in
the blanks—
consonants are free, and vowels cost 5
cents. The goal is to figure out the defi-
nition and name the vocabulary word
before all the blanks are filled in. When
he answers correctly, he gets a penny for
each blank that remains. Then, let him
give you a definition to figure out. Keep
playing until someone runs out of
money. ¥

Q%;

To provide busy parents with practical ideas
that promote school succ

5, parent involvement,
and more effective parenting.
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find an after-school activity
(scouts, gymnastics) where she
will meet children with similar
interests.

Get in touch. Keep a class
list handy, and let your young-
ster call to invite a classmate
over. Before a friend visits, your
child might brainstorm possible
activities. When her guest
arrives, she can ask, “Would you
like to do magic tricks or play a
board game?” Having a plan will
help playtime go more smoothly.

Note: If your youngster is having trouble making friends,
talk to her teacher. She may be able to suggest a classmate
who would be a good match or offer ways to help your child
feel more comfortable. ¥

g Keep moving!

Q: I've heard that a lot of kids don’t get
enough exercise. How can I be sure my chil-
dren stay active?

A: Regular exercise—about an hour a day—can
help your youngsters stay healthy and energetic.
Walking or biking to school is an easy way to fit in physical activity if you live
close enough to school and there’s a safe route. You might ask other neighbor-
hood parents about setting up a walking schedule. A different adult could accom-
pany the children each weekday, or younger children might walk with older ones.

Also, encourage your kids to combine exercise with playtime. In nice weather,
they might play kickball or freeze tag outside. Indoors, they could dance to upbeat
music or play active games like Twister or Cranium. To cut down on time sitting
still, try to limit TV and video games to less than an hour a day.

Finally, let them see you being active, too. You could go swimming together or
\ take a family hike on the weekend, for example.¥

w

ULl Our family calendar
PA“E“' With both of our

boys now in school
and busy with activities, 1 knew our fam-
ily needed a way to manage our busy
schedule.

My husband suggested having the
kids make their own calendar. So with
software on a library computer, we
printed calendar pages for

Then, we helped them add important
events from the school calendar, such as
standardized test dates, school holidays,
and the end of each grading period. We
also penciled in their after-school activi-
ties and family events.

[ stapled the pages together and hung
our calendar in the kitchen. Now we

have the boys

September through June.
The boys made a picture
on construction paper to
go with each month. For
example, Eli drew a picture
of his school for Septem-
ber, and Owen painted
pumpkins for October.

check it every
evening after
dinner. It helps
us plan the
next day and
ensure that we
don’t forget
anything. ¥
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Trabajando juntos para el éxito escolar

CONNECTION’

Septiembre de 2010

Numeros de

un vistazo
Esté en contacto con la escuela de su
hija teniendo a mano los niimeros de
teléfono de los maestros y la oficina.
Podria colocar la lista en la nevera o en
un tablén de anuncios. Afddalos tam-
bién a su directorio en el celular para
reconocer el niimero si alguien de la
escuela llama.

La vista es algo mas
que ver con claridad.
Cuando su hijo lee, sus ojos tienen que
funcionar juntos y ser capaces de seguir
una linea de texto. Como muchos
ninos tienen problemas de vista sin
diagnosticar, consulte con su pediatra
si su hijo tiene dificultades al leer. El
médico quiza le sugiera un examen de
vista completo.

En las noticias

{Cémo puede estar al dia su hija sobre
los acontecimientos del momento? Re-
corte 0 imprima articulos que segin
usted son adecuados para su edad. A
continuacién déjelos junto al plato del
desayuno o en su mesita de noche para
que los lea. Procure también que lo vea
a usted leyendo las noticias y hable con
ella de lo que sucede en el mundo.

Vale la pena citar
“Todos los grandes logros requieren
tiempo”. Maya Angelou

SIMPLEMENTE €OMICO

P2 ;Qué no tiene manos ni pies, pero
sube bien alto cada noche?

3

R: La luna.

w

0

Esperarse lo mejor

Fijar expectativas altas para su
hijo es clave para que triunfe en
los estudios. Establezca un
tono de excelencia para el
curso explicandole a su hijo
lo que usted se espera de él
y ayudandole a ver lo que
puede esperarse de si mismo.

Ser realista

Acople sus expectativas a
las habilidades e intereses de su
hijo. Por ejemplo, si se le dan bien
las matematicas y las ciencias, usted
podria exigir que sacara buenas notas en
esas materias. A continuacién, péngale a
su hijo estandares generales como termi-
nar su tarea a tiempo, escuchar a sus
maestros y esforzarse al maximo. Final-
mente, piense en planes para largo plazo.
Tal vez le parezca que es importante que
su hijo vaya a la universidad o haga volun-
tariado, por ejemplo.

pronto. Me hace ilusién ver tu proyecto”.
Hablen con regularidad de las expectativas
a largo plazo. Su hijo se verd como futuro
estudiante universitario cuando usted le
diga: “Aprenderds mds sobre eso un dia
cuando estés en la universidad”.

Dar apoyo

Colabore con su hijo para que alcance
sus expectativas. Por ejemplo, proporcié-
nele materiales para sus proyectos y aytide-
le a reservar tiempo para trabajar en ellos.
Expliquele que usted se espera lo mejor de
€l y que esté seguro de que puede conse-
guirlo. Fortalecerd su confianza y lo anima-
rd a esforzarse para lograrlo.¥

arlas después de la escuela

“¢Qué hay en tu cartera?” Salude a su hija con esta
pregunta y descubrird lo que hace en clase.

Ser claro

Acuérdese de comunicarle sus expecta-
tivas a su hijo. Puede introducirlas en las
conversaciones cotidianas. Ejemplos: “Juga-
remos al pilla pilla cuando termines los de-
beres” o “La feria de ciencias tendrd lugar

® Dedique algo de tiempo cada dia para echar un vis-
tazo a sus papeles. Procure hacerlo enseguida después
de la escuela cuando atin recuerda bien el dia.

® Repasen juntas su trabajo. Aytidela a sentirse orgu-
llosa senalando algo especifico que hizo bien. Por
ejemplo, si le ensefa un dibujo de su familia, podria decirle: “Me encanta cémo dibu-
jaste a tu hermanito jugando al ajedrez y a tu hermanita con coletas”.

® Pidale que le explique a usted problemas de matematicas o experimentos de cien-
cias para que le muestre lo que ha aprendido. Podria explicarle, por ejemplo, cémo
\avcrigua el perimetro de un tridngulo o por qué excavan tineles las hormigas. ¥ v

© 2010 Resources for Educators, a dvision of Aspen Publisners, Inc.
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