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Grade School News

Kindergarten News

he kindergarten year is flying
T by, and our students are flying

high with knowledge. Itis
amazing to see how much they have
learned and continue to learn as the
weeks go by. The students are
reading, writing words and sentences,
working addition and subt raction
facts, learning lots of problem solving
skills in the classroom and on the

pl ayground, col ori
the |l ines, 6 and conti

all the procedures that will make them
successful in the grades to come.
Just AMAZING stuff!

We want to say
all the people that add an extra
special touch to the learning and lives
of the kindergarteners. Mrs. Wilson
(P.E.) and Mr. Chrin (Music) work with
the students every day. Many life -
long skills and talents are taught and
practiced. Many go to the library
(Mrs. Eiland and Mrs. Lawrence) every
day to check out books to read at
home. And thanks to Pizza Hut for
sponsoring the Book It program each
year! Mrs. Walsh is with us in the
computer lab. We go twice a week,
one day f or reading skills and one day
for math. And, wow, you should see
the art work produced with Mrs.
Harlow on Fridays! Mr. Ken, Ms.
Bonnie, Mrs. Leiker, Ms. Lisa, and Ms.
Kim & thank you for helping with all
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the special needs in our classrooms.
Cooks and austodians, we salute you.
You are with us every day, with
patience, a smile, and kind words. And
to Mr. Thrall and Mrs. Coen dyou are
awesome! !
raising the
children well.

Be sure to
mark April 13 on
your calendar.
The students will G ¢
be performing LIVE on stage at the
Elementary spring music program.

U

Happy Spring!

Kindlergarten Staff o i n

nuing to practice

NEWS FROM THE 2"° GRADERS
an kMr§, W(ight apd,Mrs. Dutton

ow ités hard t
is here. This has been a fast
but very revarding school

year for wus. We i

Group Matho | &gradeyear

classrooms and were very pleased with
the results. Therefore we continued
them this year and continue to see great
growth in our students. We feel they are
receiving the oneon-one help they all
deserve. This month in small groups we
will be learning about fractions. We will
be ending the year with two very
difficult concepts: Mean, Median, and
Mode and Probability.

The students will be working
hard on some8ing writing projects
this month.
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As the year wraps up, we will be
studying about butterflies in which we
will be watching the metamorphosis
process live in our classroom with our
very own butterflies.

We are trying to put together an
end of the yeain town adventure to
reward the students for all their hard
work and effort this year. We are very
proud of our second 23
graders and have a vl

lot of confidence in \:"" €3
knowing they are ~§2~“’ J
the light of the A
future. .;f‘\"'-.‘-l';;l ‘

4" GRADE NEWS
Teachers: Mrs. Harn and Mvlorrison
rs. Harn and Mr. Morrison
have kept the students busy
reading with a theme of
animals. Both classes relfis. Frisby
andThe Rats of Nimh They have also
read many other books about animals in
reading groups.

In math the students have been
working with fractions. They have
learned about equivalent fractions,
improper fractionsand putting various
fractions in order. They are now ready
to work on all types of measuring using
fractional parts. The class will get to
use all the cool math @asuring tools
such as rulers, measuring cups, balances,
and scales.

In science the students have been
studying Earth Science with Mr.
Morrison. The students continue to
enjoy theinvestigations that go along
with each lesson. As tragic as it Wt
earthquake in Haiti came at the same
time we were studying earthquakes in
science. The students were able to make
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real life connections with what they were
studying. We will finish the year
studying Physical Science. Students will
have many hands on gariments to

enjoy in Physical Science.

Elementary Media Center

e celebrated Dr.
anniversary of his binday
the week of March-b. A

guote from one of Dr.

was read on the iercom each morning.
Students would guess the character and
10 winners were drawn each day. The
winners received a-$hirt provided to us
by the Morton County Library. &

really appreciate their helgn’library
classes, we tal khed
all the students, and read aloud some of
his shorter stories. All students received
a Cat in the Hat bookmark. Now
everyone wants to check out a Dr. Seuss
book!

The Elementary Media Center
also plans to celebrate reading with
several activities and otests during
National Library Week in April. Reading
is so important; please encourage your
child to read!

Our library skills classes are
going well. First grads are getting
comfortable in the library and becoming
independent users. We are learnirg th
difference between Fiction and
Nonfiction. The second graders are
being introduced to basic reference
books such as encyclopedias,
dictionaries, atlases, and almanacs. The
third graders are working finding
answers in the encyclopedia, and the
fourth gralers will be talking about
different genres in literature.
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The Elementary Media Center
has checked out 34,135 books so far this
year! READ! READ! READ!

ELEMENTARY SPRING CONCERT
AND ART SHOW
By Jerry Chrin

Ikhart Elementary School will
presentheir annual Spring
Program and Art Show on
Tuesday, April 13. The program will
begin at 7:00 PM in the EHS
Auditorium. The show is called
ACI NEMAGI Co and
variety of movie and TV songs. Eight
decades of music will be heard as you
listen to old classics and newer ones too.
All students in the program will need
just a plain white-shirt and some dark
pants or jeans. Nothing fancy.
The students at the grade school are
excited about the songs they are learning
and hope that you will enyathem, also.
Mrs. Harlow will have student pieces on
display in the auditorium and you will be
treated to outstanding art work.
Remember to mark your calendar
for Tuesday, April 13, 7:00PM in the HS
Auditorium.

Middle School News

Elkhart Middle School Interrelated
Classroom
By Julie Davis
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epending upon the time of the

day, you will observe a variety

of activities in the Interrelated

Classroom at Elkhart Middle
School. We begin our day by reciting
the Pledge of Allegiance and listening to
morning announcements.
Mornings are very busy in our room.
Mrs. Julie Davis teaches three guided
reading sections with fifth through
eighth grade students. We studied early
American/colonial times during the
second quarter and revolutionary times
during the third quarter; oureme for
the fourth quarter will be Black History.
After reading rotations, several students
receive remedial instruction for reading,
writing, and math.

Throughout the day you may see

small group instruction as well as
individual instruction in our classom.

wi | | sever@l@dvehth &nd @ightly hrabe

students are enrolled in a Target time in
which they come to the interrelated
classroom to complete their homework
and receive additional guided practice
and instruction from very capable para
educators who includedthy Chrin,

Vivian Warner, and Donna Whisennand.
These paras also support students in
general education classes.

Students have been taking state
assessments; their preliminary scores
show that they have learned and are
applying many new skills in both

reading and math.

We appreciate so much those parents
who encourage their sons and daughters
to complete their homework and be
prepared for school and who help their
children study for tests and complete
special projects.
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7"/8" Social Studies
By Dina Johnson

he seventh grade is currently

studying JacksoniaDemocracy.

As part of this unit, they have
looked at Andrew Jackson's impact on
the Native Americans. One of the
civilized tribes, the Cherokee, lived in
the southeastern part of the USA but
Georgia tried to force them to give up
their lands. The Chekee took their
case to the American court system.
Ultimately, the Supreme Court decided
to allow the Cherokee to keep their lands
since the federal government had made a
treaty with them.

However, as the 7th graders have
learned, Andrew Jackson wasexy
opinionated man and did not like the
Supreme Court's decision. His reply
was, "If [the Supreme Court] made the
decision, let [them] enforce it." As the
head of the Executive Branch, Jackson
should have enforced the Court's ruling
whether he liked ibr not. Instead, he
took steps to pass the Indian Removal
Act that led to the Trail of Tears as the
Cherokees, along with many other tribes,
were forced from their native lands to
the Great Plains area during the bitter
winter months.

The 7th gradersdve identified
the problems that the native and
emigrant tribes faced as they struggled to
live in Kansas and the surrounding area.
Over time, the white Americans claimed
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the land in the Great Plains to build a
transcontinental railroad and for
farming, orcing almost all of the tribes
in Kansas to move to the Indian
Territory in Oklahoma. The Native
Americands final surre
the mass extermination of the buffalo by
the white man. Their whole reason to
fight was to keep their culture, wiic
was centered around the buffalo. As the
buffalo died so did their reasons to fight.

As a final project to this unit, 7th
graders will be writing descriptive
diamond poems describing the hardships
and emotions of the Indians. They will
decorate thedrders of their poem with
Native Americadike symbols. Their
final projects will be displayed in the
classrooms and hallways of EMS.
After studying the numerous causes of
conflict and tension between the North
and the South, thé"&rade is starting a
unit on the Civil War. They will be
analyzing the advantages and
disadvantages of the Union and
Confederacy, along with the strategies
that each side had for winning the
conflict. Besides learning about key
battles that affected the outcome of the
war, the students will also look at how
advancements in military technology led
to an increase in casualties. Some of the
most shocking aspects of the war
included the unsanitary conditions at the
prison camps and the lack of medical
knowledge, both of which ctmbuted to
a high death rate among soldiers.

As part of this the Civil War
Unit, 8" graders will engage in several
activities to expand their knowledge
about this time period. Students are
currently reading a noveAcross Five
Aprils by Irene Hunt. Tis is the story
of a young boy who watches as the Civil
War divides not only the nation, but his
family as well. The classes will also

nd
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watch the movieGlory. This movie
highlights the struggles of African
American soldiers and their
contributions to Uion army. At the end
of the chapter, students will create
dioramas to illustrate the knowledge that
they have gained
during this unit. The
dioramas will be
displayed in the EMS
library.

High School News

from Coach
By Gary Page

News

havechanged duties in the Elkhart

school system this year. | am no

longer the full time sub; | have
moved into the classroom teaching
middle school physical education and
dr i vducabhos. | kave also adddee
mi ddl e school athl et
to my list of duties. My coaching duties
have stayed the samassistant fohigh
school grlsévolleyball and head coach
for high school gls basketball.

The basketball season is oyver

and | hope to see the girls in the gym this
summer working on their game.
Remembeisas alwayscome out and
support the spring teams as the year
draws to a close.

Information from EHS art
department
By Linda Harlow

ongratulations to Katie Sagebiel
‘ for winning theCommunity Bank

of Liberal 2010 Distinguished
Merit Awardat the Bakers Art Center.
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Katy entered her fused glass piece titled
"As the Year Changes." A $50.00 saving
bond goes with the award. The judges
only present eight awards from over 200
enties.

Katie says: "l couldn't live
without art, it's very therapeutic to me.
I'm not very good with words, so my art
is a way to express myself. 1 like to
think my art is different from everyone
else because | try to put myself into it.
All my work hassomething to say, and |
love that."

College United States History Classes
By Susan Carey
s this year has progressed, the

A College United States History

. séudents at IkhartAHigh Schoal .
havé beén btsz?/ I%arnlongr; about the© > !
foundation and creation of the United
States, and how through trials and
tribulations, our nation gains strength.
As the studets have progressed through
the units, they have completed various
projects ranging from rereating the
Battle of Trenton in the American
Revolution using
tirelessly using Ancestry.com to trace
their family tree in our Immigration unit.
|l tds been very i
certainly learned a great deal about these
uni que students as
these many projects. | believe that
through use of lectures combined with a
handson approach to learning, my

students have beemry successful
throughout the year.

t

t

Legod

nteres

(Ol

he




Cat Talk Page7

Point Rock Academy News

By Susan Carey

he students at Point Rock

Academy have been busily at

work stocking their store, Paws
and Claws, and learning the many
different aspects of economics. In the
course of their learning, the students
have studied the various techniques for
advertising, mercindising and ordering
merchandise. They have researched
vendors and merchandise outlets to
successfully place orders and restock
merchandise. The students invite you to
come in and check out the merchandise
and stock up on your Elkhart Wildcat
clothing,now offered at 40 percent off!

Elkhart Cyber School News

Elkhart Cyber School Gains

New Partner
By Sherri Hurn, Director

Ikhart Cyber School has big news

to share! ECS will open its doors

for the 201011 school year as
Kansas Connections Academy (KCA)*.
Since our school launched in 2001,
weodve had a stell ar
accomplishment for students throughout
the state of Kansas. As we put plans in
place for the school to grow and thrive,
we are thrilled that we have found a
partner who shares our beliefs abo
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providing a top quality education
focused on student success.

If you are not familiar with Connections
Academy, it is a leading national
provider of highquality, highly
accountable virtual publicH2 schools
operated in partnership with charter
schods, school districts, and state
departments of education. Connections
Academy schools deliver top quality,
personalized education for students that
combines certified teachers, a proven
curriculum, technology tools, and
community experiences to create a
supportive and successful environment
for children who want an individualized
approach to education. In Connections
Academy's Personalized Performance
Learning® approach, students use daily
lesson plans and curriculum materials
provided by Connections Acadgm
Teachers develop a learning plan for
each student, utilizing a proprietary,
web-based Learning Management
System to deliver, track, and administer
the learning. In 20090 Connections
Academy serves students through public
school programs in Arizona, @farnia
(Southern and Central), Colorado,
Florida, Idaho, Minnesota, Nevada,
Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South
Carolina, Texas, Wisconsin and
Wyoming. I f youdod |
about the Connections Academy
program, go to
WWww.connectionsacademy.com

KCA* will be based right here in Elkhart
and | will be continuing as the principal
along with many of the teachers. Change
ig abvays a kit of @ €hallenge but we are
very pleased and excited to be able to
open reext year as KCA. The future of
our virtual school is bright and we look
forward to working with our new
partner, Connections Academy.
*Pending KSDE approval

k e
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April Birthdays

Susan Carey 4/1
Andy Bane 4/1
Wanda Ray 4/2
Ruth Fowler 4/2
Rob Wilson 4/8
Leticia Gonzalez 4/10
Peggy Overstreet 4/16
Kathy Chrin 4/16
April Kimberly 4/19
Richard Spillman 4/22

Gary Page 4/25
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