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 Welcome to Social Studies!!  I am looking forward to having a great year with you.  I have 

several expectations and guidelines that I expect you to follow while you are in this class.  By meeting 

these expectations, you will be able to get the most out of your learning experience and have a terrific time 

too. 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES EXPECTATIONS 

 

*Treat others respectfully.  Be respectful of your peer’s ideas and comments.  Raise your hand to 

participate in discussions so everyone has a chance to voice their opinions without interruption.  Use kind, 

encouraging words and comments.  Do not touch other people or their belongings.  Bullying will not be 

tolerated. 

 

*Be on time for class.  Be in the classroom and in your seat when the bell rings.  You will be counted tardy 

if you come into the classroom after the bell rings.  If you expect to be a few seconds/minutes late, make 

sure that I know where you have been or that you come with a note from another teacher.  Students who are 

tardy will serve detention time and/or be referred to the office.   

*EHS Only:  Excessive tardies and absences can affect whether students have to take semester finals 

and/or whether they receive class credit.  (See Student Handbook) 

 

*Come to class prepared.  Bring your textbook, pencil, paper, assignments, and a good attitude.  I prefer 

that assignments be completed in pencil or blue/black ink since this is easier for me to read.  You will not 

be allowed to go to your locker to get materials that you forget.  Take care of your bathroom breaks before 

class begins.  Hall passes will be limited to emergency situations.  You will have TWO FREE hall passes 

(at the teacher’s discretion) each nine weeks with no penalty to go to the bathroom, locker or office.  After 

the two free passes are used, you will have to serve detention time if you need to leave the classroom to 

take care of your business.  You must have a hall pass before you leave class.  

 

*Complete assignments on time.  Homework assignments will be due at the beginning of the hour.  If it is 

not handed in at this time, 10% will be deducted from your final assignment grade.  You will have one 

extra day to finish the assignment and turn it in.  Failure to turn it in by the end of the next day will result in 

a zero on the assignment.  You may have only three late assignments per nine weeks that have 10% 

deducted from the grade.  The next three late assignments will have from 20 to 40% deducted from the 

grade.  All other late assignments will be zeros.  Excessive zeros and incomplete assignments that effect a 

student’s average may result in detentions to make up the work. 

 

*EMS  Policy:  NO food or drinks are permitted in the classroom.  Gum will be allowed at the 

discretion of the teacher, as long as it does not become a distraction or a mess. 

*EHS Policy:  Food or drinks in the classroom are allowed at the discretion of the teacher.  Be sure 

that the size, quantity and type of food and drink are appropriate.  A faculty member must sign drinks that 

are not purchased at the school vending machines before they are opened.    If food or drink becomes a 

distraction or if it causes messes, the teacher can ban food and drink in the classroom.  See the Student 

Handbook for guidelines on food or drink. 

 

*Follow guidelines in Student Handbook. 

 No cell phones or electronic equipment.   

 

FAILURE TO MEET EXPECTATIONS 

 

If you fail to meet these expectations, there will be a consequence.  Consequences will be decided 

on an individual basis to fit each specific situation and student.  Some possible consequences may include: 

*Points off late homework    *Verbal reminders and warnings  

*Detention     *Student/Teacher conference  

*Phone call or letter home to parents  *Parent/Teacher conference 

*Visit with the principal 
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REWARDS FOR EXCEEDING EXPECTATIONS 

 

 If you meet and exceed the expectations that are outlined for you or if you do exceptional work on 

an assignment than you may be rewarded in one of the following ways: 

*Written or verbal praise   *Listening to music in class  

*End-of-unit parties or celebrations  *Certificates for bonus points or no homework  

 These “rewards” are privileges, not rights.  They will be given to students who demonstrate 

outstanding work, display leadership qualities, or model polite behavior.  The teacher will use her own 

discretion when rewarding students. 

 

MATERIALS   
 

In order to complete your job, you will need to bring the following materials to class every day: 

*Textbook      *Three Ring Binder with 4 Dividers 

*Pencil or Blue/Black Ink Pen   *Notebook Paper  

*Homework      *Optional:  Art Supplies 

*Optional:  Memory Stick/Flash Drive/USB Drive 

 

Social Studies Notebook:  In this class, I will expect you to keep a Social Studies notebook.  I expect you 

to keep bellwork answer sheet, notes, quizzes, and study guides in it.  Please keep them updated.  If you 

miss a class, it will be your responsibility to make-up the notes and work.   

 Dividers will be labeled as:  (1) Geo Bellwork (2) Notes (3) Quizzes (4) Study Guides 

 

GRADES 
 

Daily Assignments and Tests:  You will be graded on various assignments, opening activities, projects, 

quizzes and tests (which include chapter tests, semester tests, and final tests).  Daily assignments and 

projects will be worth 25% of your grade.  Quizzes will be worth 25% of your grade.  Tests will be worth 

50% of your grade.  It will be very important to study for quizzes and tests!  

 EHS Only:  Semester grades are figured by percentages. (45% each nine weeks and 10% for the 

semester final) 

 It should be very easy to pass this class with an A or B.  The key to success is trying your very 

best, completing and turning in assignments, and studying for tests. 

 

TUTORIALS & EXTRA HELP 

 

 If you need extra help, please let me know before the homework assignment is due or the test is 

scheduled.  I will be happy to help you, but it will be your responsibility to let me know as soon as 

possible that you need some extra help.  Do NOT wait until the assignment is due before you let me know 

that you have questions or need help. 

 If you need extra help, I will schedule time to help you either before or after school.  Come to the 

tutoring sessions with as much of your homework done as possible (even if you have to guess on some of 

the questions . . . at least show me that you tried to complete the work).  If you have tried to complete most 

of the assignment, we can concentrate on the specific areas or questions that you are concerned about.  

Thirty minutes will not be enough time to complete an entire homework assignment. 

 

WEBSITE RESOURCES 

 Please periodically check my teacher page on the USD 218 website (www.usd218.org) in the 

Elkhart High School section for information and resources to help you during the school year. 

 

www.usd218.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/Elkhart%20High%20School|EHS%20Social%20Studies%3E%3E

Mrs.%20Johnson 

 

LET’S HAVE A FUN AND PRODUCTIVE SCHOOL YEAR! 

I AM EXCITED TO HAVE YOU IN MY CLASS! 

http://www.usd218.org/
http://www.usd218.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/Elkhart%20High%20School%257CEHS%20Social%20Studies%253E%253EMrs.%20Johnson
http://www.usd218.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/Elkhart%20High%20School%257CEHS%20Social%20Studies%253E%253EMrs.%20Johnson
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Contact Information 

 Please read the expectations and guidelines for 7
th

/8
th

 Social Studies & EHS US History.  If you 

have any questions or concerns about them, please contact me.   

NOTE:  I will be free to take phone calls during my plan period, which is from 1:21 to 2:14 (6
th

 Hour) at 

the High School.  You may also call me after school. 

Elkhart Middle School = 697-2197 

Elkhart High School = 697-2193 

School e-mail address:  djohnson@usd218.org 
USD 218 Teacher Page:  

www.usd218.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/Elkhart%20High%20School|EHS%20Social%20Studies%3E%3E

Mrs.%20Johnson 

Home Phone Number = 697-2236 (please no phone calls after 10:00 PM) 
 

(You may cut the top of this paper off to keep as a reference.) 
 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Student and Parent Signatures 
 

After reading the attached expectations, please sign below and return to me.  DUE FRIDAY, Sept. 2nd.  

Please return promptly.  I will give points for signed papers that are turned in by the due date.  Thanks! 

 

I have read and understood the expectations for Mrs. Johnson’s Social Studies classes.  I agree to follow 

these expectations. 

 

 

____________________________________________  ________________ 

Student Signature      Date 

 

I have read and discussed the expectations for Mrs. Johnson’s Social Studies classes with my student. 

 

 

____________________________________________  ________________ 

Parent Signature      Date 

 

Parent Contact Information  (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 

 

Father’s Name__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone #: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Cell Phone #:_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Work Phone #: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address:  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Mother’s Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone #: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Cell Phone #:_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Work Phone #: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address:  _____________________________________________________________ 

mailto:djohnson@usd218.org
http://www.usd218.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/Elkhart%20High%20School%257CEHS%20Social%20Studies%253E%253EMrs.%20Johnson
http://www.usd218.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/Elkhart%20High%20School%257CEHS%20Social%20Studies%253E%253EMrs.%20Johnson

