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Elementary Music  
By Jerry Chrin 

 
tudents in 3rd and 4th grade 
have begun playing the 
recorder in 
music 

class.  This 
activity teaches 
the student how 
to read music 
and at the same 
time finger the 
note on the 
instrument and blow through it to 
make a sound.  Playing an 
instrument can be quite a challenge 
for some.  But we continue to play 
two days each week and strive to 
better ourselves. 

Students in K-3 are learning 
how to read and follow music 
notation.   We clap rhythms and also 
place note names on the treble staff.  
This will help prepare them to read 
music when they reach 3rd grade 
and do begin playing the recorder. 

Students in all grades are also 
learning about the various 
instruments found in an orchestra.  
Woodwinds, brass, percussion and 
strings will all be covered in depth.  
Entertaining videos present the 
many instruments found in these 
families. 

Looking ahead:  our 
elementary spring program will be 
Tuesday, April 13. 

 
 
 
 

 

4 Year Old Preschool  
By Krystal Pape 

 

an anyone say 

AAAAAHHHH H!!! It is 

Dental Health month!   

Preschool gets very exc ited for 

this month because we get to visit 

the dentist office.  We will learn 

everything there is to know about 

dental health, and remembering to 

brush our teeth.  We will also be 

learning about different careers, 

Valentineõs Day, Tools & Machines. 

In lit eracy we will be learning the 

letters R and S as well as reviewing 

the letters that we have learned 

already.  In math we will be 

learning about Comparing and 

Ordering, and Designs and 

Patterns.   

Last month we learned  about 

ocean animals, an introduction t o 

city, transportation, and Kansas 

Day.  The letters that we learned 

were O, P, and Q.  The math topics 

that we learned were Sorting, 

Comparing and Ordering.  
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First Grade News  
By DeLane Boaldin and Melissa 
Spell  

 
t  is a busy and exciting world 
in First Grade!  We have been 
busy teaching the students 

to read, write, add, subtract, and 
read read read!  The students 
grow and change so much in first 
grade and itõs amazing what they 
are doing in just two semesters.  
We are practicing our math facts 
with fun games and drills such as 
mathmagici an.com and 
MegaMath on our teamb oards.  
We strive to meet each student 
at his/her individual reading level, 
as we are so fortunate to have 
small reading groups. We added 
some fun, and  messiness, into the 
day late in 
December as 
each 
student 
made a 
snowman 
out of Ivory 
soap.  The kids enjoyed adding 
details such as mini earmuffs and 
a carrot nose made from a 
toothpick.  We also read a great 
book about how to make an 
animal friendly snow man decked 
with carrots, corn, and birdseed.  
We welcome parents and family 
to try to visit anytime, and join in 
the excitement.   We look 

forward to two more semesters 
of growth.  

 

 

3
rd

 Grade Cowpokes 

by Nancy Morrison and Tracy 

Flanagan 

 

sk any 3
rd
 grader what the 

importance of 

Independence, Missouri is 

and they should be able to tell you!   

We have begun our study of the 

state of Kansas and the pioneers 

and their journey to Oregon. 

Did you know? 

 

¶ The trek from Missouri to 

Oregon took 5-6 month.   

¶ Most children walked beside 

the wagon all day! 

¶ Buffalo jerky hung on 

strings along the wagons as 

they traveled. 

¶ Wagon trains would stop for 

1-2 days for the birth of a 

child. 

¶ Shoes were worn out 

quickly and repaired in 

various ways. 

¶ Wagons circled up each 

night for safety, livestock 

were kept in the middle 

when in danger.  Kids 

played in the middle too. 

I  
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¶ Wheels were taken off 

before the wagon floated 

across the river. 

¶ Eggs were kept in the flour 

barrel to keep them from 

breaking. 

¶ Letters mailed back East 

were sealed with candle 

wax. 

¶ Wagons were nicknamed 

ñprairie schoonersò because 

they appeared to be ships 

sailing across the tall grass. 

¶ The captain would ride 

ahead of the wagon train to 

ensure safety. 

¶ Diaries were kept as record 

of the trips made to Oregon. 

¶ The best time to leave for 

Oregon was in May after the 

spring rain. 

¶ How did the U.S. win the 

Oregon Territory?  Ask a 3
rd
 

grader!! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ESL NEWS 
By:  Rita Walrod 

 

elcome!   Bienvenidos!  

Wilkommen!  Merhaba!   

Nyob Zoo!   Dobro Dosvli!   

Welcome in any language!   

Elkhart Middle School presently has 28 

students enrolled in the English as a 

Second Language program.  We 

presently have students who speak 

Spanish, German and Filipino.   

The students have been busy with their 

regular classroom work, basketball 

practice and other activities.   As well as 

their regular classroom studies, we have 

incorporated a unit on the six ñPillars of 

Character,ò which includes respect, 

responsibility, trustworthiness, fairness, 

caring and citizenship.  The students will 

be designing posters for the classroom 

doors on the ñPillars of Character.ò   

We are scheduled to soon begin 

our spring state assessment testing.  

When state assessments are finished, the 

ESL students are required to take the 

Kansas English Language Proficiency 

Test.   All ESL students are given an 

Idea Proficiency Test in the fall upon 

admission to the program.   

Veronica Ramos is doing a great 

job helping students as an ESL para.   

We love visitors and welcome your visit   

at any time!  

As our world becomes 

increasingly smaller and more diverse, it 

is very exciting to be a part of that 

change.  Diversity creates dimension in 

our world and I love being a part of that 

continual growth.   

Adioséé.Sayonaraéé.Ainu

éé.Barakéé.Basqueéé.Bagesué

é.Good bye.   
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STUCO/CHEERLEADING 

NEWS 

By Chrissy Lacy 

 

he first semester of this 

school year has come and 

gone, which means that 

second semester at Elkhart High 

School is in full swing.  With the 

second semester comes many 

activities and a very busy 

schedule!  As soon as classes 

resumed after the break, Elkhart 

High School Student Council 

began getting ready for our 

Basketball Homecoming.  This 

yearôs homecoming will be held on 

Tuesday, February 9 when the 

Elkhart Wildcats will take on the 

Stanton County Trojans.  On 

February 6
th
 the EHS cheerleaders 

will hold their annual WildKitten 

cheerleading camp for kids 3 years 

old thru 6
th
 grade.  For those of 

you who registered, the camp 

times are 8:15-9:45 for 3 year olds 

ï Kindergarten, and 10:00-12:00 

for 1
st
 ï 6

th
 grades.  On Tuesday, 

February 9
th
, the camp participants 

will have the chance to perform at 

the Wildcat basketball games.  On 

February 19
th
, the EHS Student 

Council will be holding a silent 

auction during the high school 

basketball games.  There will be 

many food items as well as other 

items up for auction, so be sure to 

come check it out.  The second 

semester always proves to be very 

busy with many activities, so come 

out and support your EHS 

students. 
 

 

 
 

 

High School Art 
By Linda Harlow 

 

pring will be a very busy time for 

the Elkhart Art department. Both 

the high school and middle 

schools have their league art shows in 

April, and OPSU has the Art Jubilee that 

month also.  The grade school will have 

their art show during the spring music 

program.   

The Art 1 students and the 

middle school students made fused glass 

projects for the first time, and they came 

T 
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out very nice.  The Art 2 students are 

working on their ceiling tiles.   The art 

room ceiling is getting full of fantastic 

artwork.  Stop by and see it.  There are 

several advanced art student in high 

school that are currently throwing on the 

potteryôs wheel while others are working 

on their own independent projects. 

We will have high school 

artwork on display at the Bakers Art 

Center in Liberal during March and also 

be attending the X-treme Challenge at 

SCCC.  The challenges in the art 

department are pottery, drawing, and 

photography. 

Some of the grade school artists 

are drawing while others are glazing 

pottery.  The third nine weeks will be 

ñAò classes while the fourth nine weeks 

will be ñBò classes. 

The middle school students are 

just finishing up their study of Mexico 

and their Oaxacanôs.  They will be 

displayed in the middle school library 

soon. 

The high school artwork is 

displayed in the high school library. I 

hope to see you at parent teacher 

conferences in February. 

 

 

 
 

 

FFA News 
By Eddy Koonce 

 

lkhart FFA is keeping its tradition 

of community service and hard 

work.  First semester, the welding 

classes provided guards for Epic 

Touchôs electrical poles and are planning 

to do many more guards this semester.  

In exchange, Epic Touch is providing 

the program with several new power 

tools.  Several students are winding up 

other projects.  Levi Coen is now the 

proud owner of a K-State purple flat bed 

trailer, and Omar Levario is tricking out 

new wheels for his DJ service .  We are 

also continuing to compete with other 

FFA chapters.  MôLynn Bitner will be 

representing Elkhart FFA at the Creed 

contest in Garden City on February 3.  

She has been working on this 

presentation with Mrs. Horton as speech 

coach, and we are very excited she will 

be representing our school. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

By Patti Warren 

 

he end of the first semester 

has come and gone, and 

ECS has hit the ground 

running for the second semester.  

Seven new students have enrolled 

with us for this semester, and we 

are excited to begin working with 

them and their families.  We are 

also gearing up for state 

E 
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assessment testing of our students 

all around the state this spring.  

Testing time is a very busy time 

for us, but it is such a great time to 

connect in person with our cyber 

students.  Can you believe ECS is 

in its 9
th
 year already?  What a 

great program we offer to students 

across the state! 

 

 

 

 
By Sherri Hurn 

 

emester 2 is in full swing at Point 

Rock Academy.  Students 

continue to work on their 

coursework, making progress toward 

completion.  Testing will soon begin 

again for high school age students, with 

MAP testing January 18-22 and state 

assessment testing coming up in March.  

The MAP tests show teachers the 

progress that students have made in 

reading, math and science.  They can 

then use this information to better 

prepare students for assessment in the 

future. 

Paws and Claws, your unofficial 

Wildcat merchandise supplier, still has 

great items for sale to boost your 

Wildcat spirit.  Drop by today to check 

out our special deals! 

PRA is here to serve Elkhart and 

the surrounding community.  We are 

open to any person over the age of 18 

who has not yet earned a high school 

diploma.  Individuals with a GED are 

still eligible to enroll!  See us today if 

we can be of any help to you! 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Antonia Villa  2/2  

Michelle Hanes  2/3  

Julie Davis  2/4  

Gayla Lawrence  2/4  

Jerry Chrin  2/5  

Ken Kliewer  2/6  

Salvador Alvardo  2/8  

Judith Jenkins  2/12  

Kent Morrison  2/13  

Christie Dixon  2/16  

Tracy Flanagan  2/21  

Tammi Bolin  2/23  

Peggy Horton  2/28  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  
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